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OUR  WINTER  ISSUE. 

TnE  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  January  30,  1904,  will  be  the 
AVinter  Issue. 

It  will  be  bound  in  a  specially  designed  and  original  cover, 
printed  in  colours  and  gold. 

The  method  of  production  and  distribution  enables  us  to  accept 
circulars  and  price-lists  for  insertion  in  it,  as  insets,  which  will 
thus  be  submitted  to  12,000  of  the  best  buyers  of  druggists'  goods. 

The  leading  American  journal  devoted  to  advtriising  says: 

"  In  English-speaking  countries  the  pharmaceutical  autho- 
rity is  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  of  London.    No  other 
journal  approaches  it.    Besides  dominating  Great  Britain,  it 
.  circulates  extensively  in  every  British  Colony,  and  wherever 
there  is  an  English  druggist." 

The  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  one  which 
no  advertiser  with  goods  to  sell  to  chemists  and  druggists,  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  should  fail  to  be  represented  in,  either  by 
displayed  advertisement  or  inset.  For  full  particulars  apply  to 
the  Publisher,  C.  &  D.,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

"PHARMACBUTICAL  FORMULAS." 

The  contents  of  the  new  volume  are  distinct  from  those  of  the 
first  volume,  to  which  it  is  a  supplement.  The  book  will  be 
larger  than  the  first  volume,  and  will  contain,  besides  formulas 
for  a  Iment-name  and  organ-name  remedies,  thousands  of  formulas 
for  all  kinds  of  medicinal,  toilet,  and  other  preparations  made 
and  sold  by  chemists;  blso  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  and  other 
useful  information.  Orders  are  now  being  booked.  The  pub- 
lished price  is  10s.,  or  post-free  10s.  6(7. 


summary 

August  8  has  been  fixed  as  tho  date  for  the  Sheffield  meeting 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  (p.  7). 

The  Canadian  flavouring-essence  trade  appears  to  offer  scope 
for  those  who  do  not  make  "  faked  "  essences  (p.  18). 

We  print  a  la'ge  number  of  comments  on  the  G.  <£  D.  Diary, 
1904,  including  apt  quotations  and  brief  verses  (p.  10]. 

New  Postal  Regulations  dealing  with  money-orders  have 
been  issued.    Orders  up  to  40Z.  can  now  be  obtained  (p.  2). 

Poisoning  with  white  hellebore  is  rare.  A  fatal  ease,  in  which 
it  was  mistaken  for  compound  liqaorice-powder,  ib  reported  on 
p.  2, 

Messrs.  W.  K.  Mager,  W.  H.  Helmore,  and  J.  McJannet 
have  been  elected  members  of  tha  Cape  Pharmacy  Board 
(p.  6). 

A  Poisons  Bill  has  been  approved  by  the  Calcutta  Corpora- 
tion, its  object  being  to  control  tho  sale  of  poisons  in  the  city 
(p.  7). 

In  a  Paper  on  Cod  liver  Oil,  Mr.  William  Bousfield  gives 
his  views  on  the  future  of  the  article,  based  on  a  recent  •visit  to 
the  Norwegian  fisheries  p.  21). 

Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce  calls  attention  to  a  quaint  handbill, 
about  quack  reme  »ies,  in  which  some  eighteenth  century 
botanical  specimens  were  wrapped  .(p.  25  . 

An  unqualified  drug-store  keeper  in  Lincoln  has  been  fined 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  laudanum  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  17  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  police  prosecuted 
(p.  8). 

The  Canadian  Government  Analyst  has  reported  on  the 
honey  sold  in  the  Dominion,  and  gives  some  interesting  informa- 
tion as  to  how  the  sweetstuff  is  made  by  others  than  the  bea 
(p.  17). 

Under  "Medicine-stamp  Notes"  we  deal  with  the  sale  of 
extract  of  malt  and  cod-liver  oil  (for  which  a  penalty  has  been 
paid),  the  lozenges  exemption,  and  newspaper  opinion  on  the 
question  (p.  35). 

Mr.  Chattaway's  "Digest"  of  British  Pharmacopoeia  criti- 
cises was  well  discussed  at  an  evening  meeting  of  the  North 
British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  last  week,  which  is 
fully  reported  on  p.  33. 

Mr.  William  Duncan  has  communicated  to  the  North  British 
Branch  a  simple  method  of  determining  the  purity  of  arsenious 
iodide.  It  depends  upon  its  conversion  into  the  arsenic  salt  by 
means  of  volumetric  iodine  (p.  03J. 

Mr.  James  Reid  wants  to  know  why  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  is  silent  about  the  Hamilton  case.  He  considers  that 
injury  is  done  to  the  trade  by  allowing  chemists'  opponents  to 
"  score"  when  they  should  net  (p.  24). 

The  Chemist's  Calendar  is  apparently  made  the  medium 
of  conveying  to  the  public  information  which  people  do  not 
usually  get  elsewhere.  We  comment  upon  nine  more  this  week. 
We  shall  close  this  section  soon  ip.  20). 

A  Contributor  writes  warning  registered  chemists  who  enjoy 
the  exemption  as  to  known,  admitted, and  approved  remedies  that 
it  is  their  qualificatiou  which  carries  exemption  with  it,  and  this 
appears  to  be  threatened  at  the  present  time  (p.  13). 

An  Advance  of  2d.  per  lb.  in  English  refined  camphor  is  the 
principal  feature  in  the  markets  this  week.  Cannabis  indica  is 
becoming  still  scarcer,  owing  to  the  absorption  of  sux>plie8. 
Castor  oil  is  easier,  and  canary-seed  is  lower  (p.  29). 

Our  French  News  Section  is  exceptionally  interesting  this 
week.  Amongst  ti  e  subjects  realt  with  are  the  sale  of  morphine 
to  habitues  (in  respect  to  which  pharmacists  have  been  fined I, 
substitution,  cutting,  and  the  pharmacy  of  the  old  Pitie'  Hospital 
IP-  1). 

Mr.  Jesse  Boot,  as  chairman  of  the  Drug  Companies'  Associa- 
tion (Limited1,  has  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  members  of 
Parliament,  asking  them  not  to  give  definite  promises  to  any 
private  chemist  or  member  rf  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.    We  punt  the  letter  on  p.  14. 


"  Elementary  Dispensing  Practice." 

By  Joseph  Ince,  F.C.S.,  Ph.O.,  &c,  late  lecturer  on  Pharmacy 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  This  volume  is  purely  educa- 
tional. It  takes  student™  of  pharmacy  and  medicine  over  the 
whole  range  of  the  operations  and  principles  that  underlie  the 
dispensing  of  physicians'  presenptions,  and  teaches  the  practice 
as  well  as  when  business  opportunity  makes  the  student  an  expert 
dispenser.   Price,  3s.  6d. ;  by  post,  3s.  9d.,  from  the  C  <£•  D.  office. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

A  miner  named  Vickers  was  committed  for  trial  at 
Womb  well  on  December  28  on  a  charge  of  breaking  into  the 
shop  of  Mr.  John  Thomas  Lambert,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Wombwell. 

The  Bolton  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Messrs.  Thomas  Moscrop  &  Co.  (Limited),  druggists, 
Bolton,  for  the  supply  of  disinfecting-fluid  and  soft  soap  to 
the  workhouse. 

The  "  Medical  Press,"  commenting  upon  the  recent 
"tabloid"  trade-marks  ca?e,  suggests  that  local  chemists' 
associations  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  make  it 
the  occasion  of  passing  resolutions  condemning  substitution. 

At  Thame3  Police-court,  on  December  23,  Max  Muller,  a 
traveller,  of  Thornton  Heith,  was  committed  for  trial  on 
a  charge  of  embezzling  moneys  belonging  to  his  employers, 
Messrs.  Alfred  Rowan  &  Brother,  disinfectant-manufacturers, 
Narrow  Street,  Limehouse,  E. 

Arthur  Parkes,  known  in  the  various  markets  of  the 
"North' as  "Professor"  Parkes,  herbalist  and  pill-seller,  was 
at  Grimsby,  on  December  24,  sent  to  prison  for  twenty-one 
days'  hard  labour  for  neglecting  his  wife  and  three  children, 
and  leaving  them  chargeable  to  the  union.  It  was  stated 
that  Parkes  did  a  thriving  business,  making  a  weekly  profit 
of  about  51. 

At  Middlesborough  on  December  23,  Samuel  Ainsworth 
(12),  George  Thirsk  (11),  and  Arthur  Marsh  (10),  all  of 
North  Ormesby,  were  charged  with  thu  theft  of  a  box  of 
tablets  from  a  chemist's  shop.  Ainsworth  was  ordered  to 
receive  six  strokes  with  the  birch.  The  relatives  of  Thirsk 
and  Marsh  were  bound  over  in  40,5.  to  bring  the  boys  up 
when  called  on. 

The  London  evening  papers  of  December  29  stated  that  on 
Sunday  night,  December  27,  a  French  gentleman,  living  in 
St.  Anne's  Mansion,  Westminster,  went  to  a  chemist's  for 
some  morphia  and  was  supplied  with  strychnine  by  mistake 
He  did  not  realise  the  mistake  until  after  he  had  swallowed 
the  drug,  and  was  at  once  driven  to  St.  George's  Hospital, 
where  only  the  promptest  measures  saved  his  life. 

At  Bilston,  on  December  22,  Joseph  Stokes,  Wellington 
Road,  Dudley,  and  George  Raybould,  of  the  firm  of  Ray- 
bould  &  Whitehouse,  wholesale  chemists,  of  Dudley,  were 
charged,  the  former  with  cruelty  to  a  mare  by  working  her 
while  in  an  unfit  state,  and  the  latter  with  causing  the  mare 
to,  ba  worked.  Stoke3  was  fined  2s.  6(7.  and  costs  or  seven 
days,  and  Raybould  31.  and  costs,  in  all  °tl.  Is.  6i.,  or  a  month. 

Charles  Richmond  (47)  has  been  committed  for  trial  on 
charges  of  embezzling  several  sums  of  money  belonging  to  his 
employer,  Mr.  J.  J.  Hicks,  surgical  and  scientific  instrument 
.maker,  of  8  Hatton  Garden,  Holborn.  Prisoner  had  been  for 
twenty  years  occupying  a  confidential  position  in  Mr.  Hicks's 
employment,  acting  as  assistant  manager  and  town  traveller. 
It  was  stated  there  were  thirty-five  cases  of  embezzlement 
against  the  prisoner,  the  total  defalcations  amounting  to 
11)3?.  Is.  M.  A  charge  of  forgery  is  also  made,  and  a  further 
charge  of  bigamy  is  preferred  against  Richmond. 

"F.  W.  F."  (Enfield),  writing  to  the  Times  about  "the 
PostTofiics  breakdown,"  in  London,  at  any  rate,  says ; 
A  registered  packet  posted  at  Regent  Street  on  Tuesday, 
December  22,  was  delivered  at  Enfield  just  before  noon  on 
Christmas  Day.  Some  business  communications  of  impor- 
tance posted  in  Holloway  on  the  same  date  arrived  on 
Christmas  Eve.  Others  are  still  aimlessly  wandering  round 
the  suburbs,  or  reposing  under  the  heterogeneous  mass  of 
belated  letters,  packets,  and  parcels  dumped  down  by  dis- 
gorging van3  into  the  under-staffed  sorting  offices.  .  .  .  Pall 
Mall  must  look  to  its  laurels.  St.  Martin's-le-Grand  is  a 
dangerous  rival." 


Postal  Changes. 

On  and  after  January  1,  1904,  the  limit  of  amount  for 
an  inland  money-order  wdl  oe  raised  from  101.  to  40/. 
The  charges  will  be:  from  10Z.  to  20/.,  6d. ;  from  20Z.  to 
301,  3d.;  and  from  30/.  to  40/.,  lOd.  In  the  case  of 
large  amounts  to  be  paid  at  small  post-offices  immediate 
payment  may  not  always  be  possible.  The  limit  of  amount 
for  orders  payable  abroad  will  remain  at  10/.  until  further 
notice.  The  new  regulations  by  which  postal  orders  are 
issued  from  6d.  and  multiples  of  6d.  to  2ls.  are  now  in 
operation.  Intermediate  sums  may  be  made  up  by  adding 
stamps  not  exceeding  5d.  to  the  order.  The  poundage  for 
an  order  up  to  Is.  6d  is  %d. ;  2s.  to  10s.  6d  ,  Id. ;  and  lis.  to 
21s  ,  l^d.  Will  subscribers  kindly  note  these  alterations  in 
the  current  C.  cf  B.  Diary  2 

Fire. 

On  December  22,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  window  of  the 
branch  of  Messrs.  Savage  &  Co.,  chemists,  at  14  Listerhills 
Road,  Bradford,  and  played  considerable  havoc  with  the 
Christmas  display  at  the  shop.  A  good  show  of  perfumes  and 
other  fancy  goods  had  been  made  with  a  cotton-wool  setting, 
and  night-lights  were  used  for  illuminations.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  cotton-wool  had  become  ignited  by  the  lights.  The 
fire  was  quickly  discovered,  and  the  people  in  the  shop 
managed  to  deal  with  it  before  the  fire-brigade  arrived. 

Hellebore-poisoning. 

On  December  22,  an  inquest  was  held  at  Sackville  College, 
East  Grinstead,  on  the  body  of  James  Davis,  aged  seventy- 
three,  an  army  pensioner  and  an  inmate  of  the  College  Alms- 
houses, who,  on  the  previous  Sunday,  had  died  from  a  poison- 
ous dose  of  hellebore,  which  he  had  taken  in  mistake  for 
liquorice-powder.  When  he  discovered  his  mistake  he  went 
to  Mr.  W.  H.  Dixon,  chemist,  of  High  Street,  East  Grinstead. 
What  occurred  there  was  related  in  the  evidence  of  Sidney 
Smith,  assistant  to  Mr.  Dixon,  who  produced  the  poison-book 
containing  the  followinci  entry  :  "  Mr.  Davis,  hellebore,  1  oz. 
for  ointment,  October  9."  Witness  said  that  on  the  Sunday 
night  in  question  deceased  came  to  the  shop  and  said  he  had 
taken  hellebore  in  mistake  for  liquorice-powder.  Witness 
advised  him  to  go  back  and  see  the  doctor  at  once.  He 
came  in  as  though  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  him, 
and  left  in  quite  the  usual  manner.  In  fact,  he  said  "  Good- 
bye "  before  walking  away.  Other  evidence  showed  that 
deceased  walked  a  considerable  distance  from  the  shop,  and 
then  fell,  and  was  picked  up  and  taken  to  the  college  by  three 
stransrers.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  G.  Vere  Benson)  commented  on 
the  conduct  of  the  chemist's  assistant  in  sending  Davis  away 
without  calling  Mr.  Dixon,  who,  it  transpired,  was  on  the 
premises  at  the  time.  Deceased  went  to  the  shop  to  procure 
a  remedy  for  the  poison,  and  it  would  have  been  a  good  thing 
if  Mr.  Dixon  had  been  fetched.  Smith  replied  that  he  did 
not  think  the  case  was  so  serious.  Davis  seemed  to  talk  as 
though  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  him.  The  Coroner 
thought  it  a  pity  he  did  not  inform  Mr.  Dixon.  Mr.  Dixon, 
who  was  then  called,  said  he  recollected  Davis  cominc;  for  an 
ounce  of  hellebore-powder  in  October.  He  said  someone  had 
advised  him  to  use  it  as  an  ointment  for  irritation  of  the  skin. 
Hellebore  was  not  on  either  of  the  poison-schedules,  but 
witness  knew  sufficient  of  it  to  be  aware  that  it  was  a  poison. 
He  entered  the  sale  in  the  poison-book,  and  labelled  the 
packet  "  Poison."  Hellebore  is  used  as  an  insecticide  for  horti- 
cultural purposes.  It  is  obtained  from  the  Christmas  rose,  and 
is  very  seldom  required.  Hellebore  is  very  similar  in  colour 
to  liquorice-powder.  The  Coroner  observed  that  Mr.  Dixon's 
action  in  the  matter  had  been  perfectly  legal  and  perfectly 
right.  In  fact,  he  had  gone  beyond  the  requirements  of  the 
law  in  treating  hellebore  as  if  it  had  been  one  of  the  scheduled 
poisons.  If  it  had  been  on  the  schedule  he  could  not  have 
done  any  more.  The  further  evidence  went  to  show  that  the 
hellebore  and  the  liquorice-powder  packets  were  wrapped 
together  in  a  piece  of  newspaper  and  kept  in  a  tin  with  other 
powders,  and  the  medical  evidence  was  that  there  might  have 
been  a  chance  of  savins  the  deceased's  life  if  emetics  had  been 
promptly  applied.  There  was  no  antidote  for  the  poison. 
Dr.  Harrison,  who  said  the  case  was  unusual,  said  the  poison 
would  take  some  time  to  absorb.  In  Davis's  case  it  took 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  this  was  all  the  more  extra- 
ordinary because  the  powder  was  so  pungent.    The  Coroner 
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bought  no  blame  could  be  attached  to  the  chemist's  assistant 
*or  what  he  had  not  done,  as  apparently  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  he  dad  not  grasp  the  seriousness  of  the  case. 
Probably  he  did  not  know  that  hellebore  was  so  dangerous. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  accidental  poisoning  by  helle- 
bore. 

Birmingham  Uotes. 

The  pharmacists  adhered  to  the  general  compact  of 
traders  to  close  on  Saturday,  so  that  a  very  useful  holiday 
was  secured. 

The  King  Edward  School,  which  has  sent  to  local  phar- 
macy more  representatives  than  any  other  educating  body, 
has  just  established  chemical  and  physical  laboratories  "  on 
a  scale  which  is  second  to  none  in  this  country." 

If  you  had  appointed  a  peregrinator  to  circumambulate 
our  city  duriDg  the  Christmas  trading,  he  would  have  had  a 
task  in  awarding  first  prize  to  the  pharmacist  whose  window 
was  the  best  decorated.  Messrs.  Southall  and  Mr.  Chase 
adhered  to  the  classical ;  the  Centrals  adorned  their  plate- 
glass  shelves  with  soaps,  perfumes,  and  other  toilet  re- 
quisites ;  Mr.  Reeve  departed  from  the  ordinary  and  dis- 
played seasonable  silver  goods.  But  perhaps  the  palm  would 
have  been  awarded  to  Messrs.  Hedges'  display  in  the 
Arcade,  which  was  certainly  of  high  order  in  the  art  of 
scientific  window-dressing. 

The  Dangers  of  Benzine. 

On  December  23,  Mr.  Hezekiah  Haworth,  chemist  and 
druggist,  managing  partner  to  Mr.  Christopher  Parkinson, 
wholesale  chemist,  15  Astley  Gate,  Blackburn,  accompanied 
a  warehouseman  to  examine  an  empty  benzine-barrel.  Mr. 
Haworth  held  a  lighted  match  in  his  hand,  and  was  leaning 
over  the  barrel  examining  the  tap,  when  a  terrific  explosion 
occurred.  The  barrel  was  blown  20  feet  in  the  air,  and  the 
edge  of  the  barrel  struck  Mr.  Haworth  under  the  chin, 
throwing  him  violently  some  distance  away.  He  was  con- 
vejed  home,  suffering  from  shocking  injuries  to  the  head 
and  face,  and  died  next  day. 

The  Unwilling  Witness. 

At  North  London  Police  Court  on  December  28.  Mr.  Dick- 
inson concluded  the  hearing  of  the  charges  against  Robert 
Sothern  (31),  a  chemist's  traveller,  of  embezzlement  and 
obtaining  money  by  false  pretences,  preferred  by  his  late 
employers,  Messrs.  Marion  James  &  Ker  (Limited),  manu- 
facturing perfumers,  of  Durham  Grove  Works,  Homerton 
Mr.  Aldous  prosecuted ;  Mr.  Morles  was  counsel  for  the 
defendant.  The  first  witness  called  for  the  prosecution  was 
Mr.  Dionysius  Lees  Daily,  chemist  and  druggist,  The  Cause- 
way, Teddington,  who  was  called  to  prove  the  payment  of 
one  of  the  sums  in  dispute.  He,  however,  declined  to  say 
anything. 

Mr.  Dickinson :  But  you  must  give  evidence.  If  yon 
decline  now  the  case  will  be  adjourned  for  a  week,  when 
you  will  have  to  attend  again.  Meanwhile  you  will  be 
served  with  a  Crown  Office  subpccna,  and  then  if  you  still 
refuse  to  give  evidence  I  shall  have  to  send  you  to  prison. 

Mr.  Aldous  :  He  has  already  been  served  with  a  Crown 
Office  subpccna. 

Mr.  Dickinson  (to  the  witness) :  Then  you  must  give 
evidence  or  I  shall  have  to  take  other  st^  ps. 

The  Witness :  I  was  served  with  the  subpoena  on  Thursday 
last  during  my  business,  and  I  want  to  know  whether  my  ex- 
penses will  be  guaranteed. 

Mr.  Dickinson  (warmly) :  You  are  here  to  assist  justice, 
and  ought  to  be  proud  to  do  so.  Your  expenses  will  be  paid 
in  due  course,  but  do  not  waste  time.  I  am  really  astonished 
that  a  man  in  your  position  of  life  should  raise  any  point 
about  giving  evidence.    You  must  give  evidence  at  once. 

Mr  Daily  then  gave  evidence  as  to  having  paid  the  ac- 
cused 12s.  3:1.  on  May  18  last.  This  sum  was  one  which  it  is 
alleged  the  accused  embezzled. 

Mr.  Dickinson  :  You  are  bound  over  in  the  sum  of  40Z.  to 
appear  and  give  evidence  at  any  sessions  to  which  this  case 
may  be  committed.  I  am  sorry  that  you  have  been  brought 
all  the  way  from  Teddington  away  from  your  business,  but 
when  one  has  evidence  to  give  he  must  assist  justice  by 
giving  it  willingly,  no  matter  whether  it  is  for  the  Crown  or 
the  prisoner.  You  see  that  your  evidence  was  necessary  to 
the  case. 


Mr.  Daily:  Yes;  but  I  complain  that  I  have  been  treated 
badly  in  the  case,  because  I  have  paid  their  acknowledged 
representative  this  account,  and  they  have  threatened  to  sue 
me  if  I  do  not  pay  it  again.  I  have  had  to  close  my  business 
to  come  here  to-day  ;  therefore  you  will  see,  all  things  con- 
sidered, that  I  have  a  little  feeling  in  the  matter.  : 

Mr.  Dickinson  said  that  was  a  point  which  the  defence 
might  think  it  worth  while  to  follow  up. 

Mr.  Ker  and  Mr.  James  and  two  of  their  lady-clerks  were 
called  to  prove  the  cases  against  the  prisoner ;  but  the  two 
directors  did  not  quite  agree  as  to  the  date  hat  his  en- 
gagement with  them  terminated.  It  was  shown,  however, 
that  there  was  an  irregular  system  of  paying  commissions, 
and  the  prosecution  appeared  to  rely  upon  a  remark  of  the 
prisoner  that  they  owed  him  nothing,  when  (as  he  subse- 
quently said)  they  owed  him  something  that  he  deducted. 

Mr.  Morles  said  that  the  defence  would  be  that  it  was  a 
matterof  account.  They  had  it  in  evidence  that  there  washo 
actual  paying  over  of  amounts  received,  only  the  balances 
alter  salary  and  commission  had  been  deducted. 

The  accused  was  committed  for  trial,  bail  being  fixed  at 
two  sureties  in  25/.  each. 

Poor-law  Note. 

Some  time  ago  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Wisbech 
Union,  who  held  the  position  of  public  vaccinator,  refused 
to  vaccinate  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (C.  <5"  ^.  December  19,  page  995),  and  his 
engagement  was  terminated  by  that  Board.  At  a  subse- 
quent meeting  of  the  Guardians  it  was  stated  that  no  one 
in  the  district  would  take  the  post,  and  nothing  was  done  to 
appoint  a  successor.  The  Clerk  informed  the  Guardians 
that  if  the  Local  Government  Board  obtained  a  mandamus 
to  make  them  perform  the  duty  for  which  they  had  been 
elected,  they,  personally,  would  have  to  pay  the  cost  of  it, 
and  the  appointment  has  consi  quently  been  thrown  open. 

Poisonings. 

Five  of  the  nine  deaths  that  have  occurred  from  poisoning 
since  our  last  report  were  misadventures.  Six  of  the  deaths 
were  caused  by  unscheduled  poisons.  A  hellebore  fatality 
is  dealt  with  elsewhere. — Elizabeth  Ann  Morris,  the  widow 
of  a  colliery  manager,  poisoned  herself  at  Monkton  by 
drinking  a  mixture  of  methylated  spirit;  nicotine,  and 
iodine,  used  for  killing  green-fly.  — The  child  of  a  Liverpool 
publican  named  Ross  obtained  access  to  a  bottle  of  creosote, 
drank  a  quantity,  and  died  from  the  effects. — The  eighteen- 
months-old  son  of  a  Barnslcy  tinsmith  named  Tune  died 
from  sulphur-poisoning  on  Christmas  Eve  through  sucking 
the  heads  of  lucifer  matches — John  Piggins,  aged  two,  the 
son  of  a  Consett  plasterer,  picked  up  a  buttle  labelled  "  Port- 
wine  essence,"  but  which  contained  hydrochloric  acid, 
swallowed  a  quantity,  and  died  two  hours  later.  Hannah 
Stevens,  of  Westminster,  the  widow  of  a  brass-finisher, 
poisoned  herself  with  hydrochloric  acid.  Her  sister  com- 
mitted suicide  with  the  same  poison  nine  months  before. — ■ 
William  Henry  Hutson,  the  proprietor  of  the  Welsh  tavern 
at  Stone,  Kent,  took  an  overdose  of  laudanum  by  mistake  to 
induce  sleep.  He  died  from  opium-poisoning. — At  Liverpool 
a  young  foreigner  named  Armadeo  Santi  poisoned  himself 
with  carbolic  acid. — At  an  inquest  before  Mr.  E.  A  Gibson, 
Manchester  City  Coroner,  on  December  23,  relative  to  the 
death  of  George  Chadwick  from  carbolic-acid  poisoning,  it 
transpired  that  the  deceased  had  bought  an  8-oz.  bottle  of 
the  poison  from  Mr.  Jeans,  chemist,  Oxford  Street,  having 
told  him  that  it  was  wanted  for  disinfecting-purposes.  The 
Coroner,  addressing  the  jury,  said  he  had  not  called  the 
chemist  before  them,  because  he  had  a  right  to  sell  carbolic 
acid  ;  there  was  no  restriction  on  the  sale  of  it,  which  was  a 
pity,  and  he  was  very  sorry  that  it  was  so. 


3rtsb  mews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Medicine-contract.  > 
Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.,  of  Dublin,  have  been  declared  con.- 
tractors  for  the  supply  of  medicines  to  the  Euniscorthy 
Union. 
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Presentation. 

Th-  Bride  Street  staff  of  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited), 
Dublin,  met  in  the  Four  Courts  Hall  on  December  23  to 
present  Mr.  Hugh  Alderdice,  one  of  the  country  representa- 
tives of  the  firm,  with  a  marble  clock  on  the  occasion  of  his 
marriage.  The  presentation  was  made  after  dinner  by  Mr. 
Herbert,  the  firm's  chemist.  Mr.  Alderdice,  having  suitably 
replied,  a  capital  musical  programme  was  subsequently  gone 
through. 

Science  College  Site. 
In  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  a  site  in  Upper 
Merri.in  Street,  Dublin,  for  the  new  College  of  Science,  Mr. 
Pear-all,  surgeon-dentist,  has  made  a  claim  for  compensation 
on  account  of  the  disturbance.  In  support  of  his  claim  it 
was  stated  that  800/  had  been  paid  for  the  interest  in  the 
lease,  and  large  sums  laid  out  by  the  claimant  in  erecting 
consulting-rooms  and  other  necessary  improvements  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession. 

A  Contractor's  Rights. 

At  the  lasl  meeting  of  the  Sl'go  Fever  Hospital  Committee 
a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Henry  Boyers,  Boyers'  Medical 
Had,  Sligo,  protesting  against  the  fact  that  medicines  and 
medical  requisites  are  ocasionally  ordered  from  a  local 
firm.  Mr.  Boyers  claimed  that  he  was  the  contractor,  and 
that  he  was  entitled  to  all  the  requirements  of  the  institution 
3.s  far  as  medicines,  &a,  were  concerned.  It  was  decided 
that  all  medicines  should  be  obtained  through  the  contractor 
in  luture. 

The  Empties-question  Again. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Birr  Board  of  Guardians  last  week 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Golden  for  payment  in  respect  of  un- 
r-  turned  empties  came  up  for  consideration.  The  Clerk 
reported  that  since  the  last  meeting  most  of  the  empties 
had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Golden,  and  the  balance  now  left  was 
-vKry  trivial.  The  Clerk  stated  that  he  had  written  to  Messrs. 
Leslie,  the  contractors,  asking  them  to  pay  the  dispensary 
caretakers  a  small  fee  for  packing  the  empties,  but  he 
received  no  reply.  The  Guardians  were  liable  if  the  empties 
were  not  returned  within  a  certain  period,  but  the  dispensary 
doctors  were  complaining  that  the  Guardians  were  trying  to 
turn  them  into  bottle-washers  and  bottle-packers.  Ulti- 
mately the  caretakers  consented  to  do  the  packing  of  the 
empties.  Mr.  Dooley  stated  that  not  long  ago  the  medicine- 
supply  cost  three  times  the  amount  it  costs  now.  The  Clerk 
was  directed  to  communicate  again  with  Messrs.  Leslie  k.  Co. 
relative  to  the  payment  of  the  caretakers  for  packing  and 
returning  their  empties. 

Dr.  White,  Elphin  Dispensary,  wrote  to  the  Strokestown 
Board  of  Guardians,  stating  that  he  was  returning  a  lot  of 
empties,  as  requested.  He  added  that  he  considered  the  old 
way  of  dealiDg  with  the  empties,  under  which  contractors 
were  obliged  to  deliver  the  goods  and  have  no  claim  on  the 
Board  for  empties,  was  far  more  satisfactory  than  the  present 
system.  Under  the  present  arrangement  it  seemed  to  him 
<jhey  could  put  down  anything  they  liked  for  empties.  He 
thought  when  the  Board  were  next  inviting  tenders  they 
ought  to  consider  this  suggestion.  .Several  of  the  Guardians 
stated  the  doctors  ought  to  insist  on  getting  receipts  for  the 
returned  empties,  and  it  was  furrher  suggested  that  all  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  ought  to  join  in  pressing  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  have  this  matter  remedied. 


Scoicd  iRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor 


"Wholesale  Swindling. 

A  smart  young  man,  Lvster  C.  Foley,  was  sentenced  to 
four  months'  imprisonment  at  Aberdeen,  on  December  29, 
for  a  long  series  of  frauds  on  tradesmen  in  the  town. 
Amongst  those  victimised  were  Messrs.  Wallace  &  Milne, 
chemists,  from  whom  Foley  obtained  goods  to  the  value 
of  31. 


Business  Changes. 
Mr.  James  F.  Ironside,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed 
his  business  from  Market  Place  to  30  West  High  Street, 
Inverurie. 

Mr.  G.  Taylor,  chemist  (who  recently  purchased  Mr.  Dundas 
Simpson's  business  at  249  High  Street,  Glasgow),  has  dis- 
posed of  his  business  in  Muirkirk  to  Mr.  Higgie  (late  mana- 
ger for  Mr.  J.  Anderson  Russell,  New  City  Road,  Glasgow)  and 
Mr.  Steel  (nephew  of  the  late  Mr.  Dickie,  Crossbill,  Glasgow), 
who  enter  into  partnership  and  trade  under  the  former's 
name. 

Dundee  Notes. 

The  Christmas  trade  in  Dundee,  writes  a  correspondent, 
has  only  been  of  moderate  amount.  Even  wholesalers  admit 
that  the  demand  for  boxed  perfumes  is  going  steadily  down. 
Many  chemists  push  temperance  drinks  at  this  season. 
Mr.  Lawson  declares  his  lime-juice  and  soda  has  no  rival, 
while  of  ginger-wine  essence  he  says  the  sale  is  upwards  of 
twenty-four  thousand  bottles.  One  chemist  encloses  with 
his  ginger-wine  essence,  labels  to  put  on  the  bottles  when 
the  ginger-wine  is  made.  Mr.  Williamson  now  fills  his  own 
syphons.  Mr.  Lindsay  is  pushing  an  aperient  water  bearing 
the  name  of  "  Cardean." 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Boots  (Limited)  are  now  usiDg  one  of  their  upper  flats  in 
their  shop  in  Sauchiehall  Street  for  the  show  of  fancy 
goods.  -, 

The  usual  Christmas  show  of  perfumes  in  chemists'  shops 
has  been  especially  smart  this  year,  but,  unfortunately,  the 
sales  have  been  exceptionally  small. 

Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  of  Washington  Street, 
Glasgow,  have  appointed  Mr.  Suigeonor  as  additional  town 
traveller.  Mr.  Surgeonor  is  at  present  one  of  Messrs.  Cock- 
burn  &  Co.'s  representatives.  . 

Two  large  local  chemists  are  advertising  their  specialities 
in  the  "Empire"  programmes,  and  Mr.  M.  F.  Thompson,  of 
Gordon  Street,  has  some  "  catchy "  advertisements  in  the 
local  papers  drawing  attention  to  his  stock  of  perfumes,  &c, 
for  New  Year  gifts. 

The  recent  raid  of  the  Inland  Revenue  officials  has  caused 
quite  a  flutter  in  the  dovecotes  of  pharmacy.  "Patched-up" 
lahels  are  seen  everywhere,  particularly  "  malt  and  oil  "  and 
corn-plasters.  The  local  papers  are,  as  usual,  giving  distorted 
reports  re  the  new  regulations. 

The  "  Cry  of  the  Consumptive  "  fund,  recently  started  by 
the  ''Glasgow  Evening  News"  with  the  object  of  collecting 
4,000?  by  Christmas  Day  towards  a  sanatorium  at  Bellefield, 
yielded  by  that  day  4,034?.,  and  subscriptions  are  still  pouriDg 
in.    13,000  shillings  were  sent  in  on  Chiistmas  Eve. 


jfrencb  IRewe, 

(Prom  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


State  Aid  for  Radium.— On  Monday  last  M.  Gerault 
Ricbarn  placed  before  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  a 
proposal  that  a  special  fund  of  150,000f.  (6,000/.)  should  be 
voted  to  enable  M.  Pierre  Curie  to  continue  his  scientific 
researches,  and  especially  those  in  connection  with  radium. 

A  New  Doctress-es-Science.  —  Mile.  Deflandre  (the 
Rouen  schoolmistress  who  took  the  D.Sc.  degree  recently) 
is  the  fourth  female  science  graduate  at  the  Sorbonne.  The 
third,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  Mme.  Pierre  Curie,  of 
radium  fame ;  her  predecessors  were  Mile.  Klumpke,  of  the 
Paris  Observatory,  and  Mme.  Roudeau-Louzeau. 

The  Morphine-habit — Judgment  has  been  given  in 
the  case  in  which  several  pharmacists  were  prosecuted  for 
supplying  morphine  without  a  doctor's  prescription.  The 
defendants  have  been  sentenced  to  penalties  varying  from 
three  months'  imprisonment  to  500f.  (20/ )  fine  for  infringing 
the  Pharmacy  Law,  and  also  for  "  injuring  by  imprudence." 
The  victim  of  the  morphine-habit  who  brought  the  action 
further  obtained  judgment  for  4,000r.  (160/.)  damages.  He 
claimed  30,000f.   In  the  course  of  the  hearing  of  the  case  it 
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was  stated  that  morphine  to  the  value  of  6,000f.  (240/.) 
had  been  supplied  to  the  plaintiff.  It  seems  likely  that  the 
judgment  will  be  appealed  against. 

Control  of  Clinical  Thermometers. — The  Paris  Con- 
servatory of  Arts  and  Metiers  has  recently  established  a 
•*'  Laboratory  of  Control"  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  manu- 
facturers to  have  any  of  their  wares  tested  and  approved 
before  being  offered  for  sale  Amongst  others  a  special 
section  is  devoted  to  the  control  of  clinical  thermometers, 
and  it  is  already  very  successful — in  face,  the  manager  of  the 
laboratory  says  that  only  an  average  of  oae  out  of  eight  of 
these  instruments  put  on  the  market  so  far  can  have  been 
said  to  be  correct.  He  considers  that  in  future  clinical 
thermometers  ought  to  be  controlled  or  "  hall-marked  "  in 
the  same  way  as  gold  or  silver  ware.  It  may  be  added  that 
the  tariff  charged  at  the  Arts  and  Metiers  for  the  control  is 
purely  nominal  and  intended  merely  to  cover  expenses,  and 
manufacturers  of  thermometers  here  seem  to  find  it  worth 
their  while  to  submit  the  instruments  manufactured  by  them 
to  the  control,  though  it  is  not  in  any  way  obligatory. 

The  Internes'  Annual  Ball  took  place  just  before 
Christmas  at  the  Salle  Wagram.  This  joyous  function 
vies  witn  the  "  Quatre'z'Arts  "  itself  in  youthful  jollity,  and, 
as  at  that  celebrated  gathering,  one  of  the  leading  features 
is  a  procession.  The  medical  and  pharmaceutical  "  internes  " 
of  each  hospital  form  one  group,  and  a  prize  is  given  to  the 
most  picturesque.  This  season  the  palm  is  awarded  to 
■St.- Antoine,  where  some  witty  potard  had  hit  upon  the  idea 
of  symbolizing  the  various  "poisons."  The  awe-inspiring 
cortege  was  headed  by  Cleopatra  and  terminated  with  "Al- 
cohol" (who  inquired  if  he  were  an  aliment),  and  the 
Poisonous  Mushrooms,  which  are  M.  Bourquelot's  special 
study.  In  the  procession  were  Lucrezia  Borgia,  the  Marquise 
of  Brinvilliers,  and  other  fair  and  famous  dames.  St.-Louis 
(the  skin-hospital)  symbolised  the  "Metals" — Zinc  pro- 
ducing his  ointment,  Mercury  in  a  place  of  honour,  while 
"  Anr.i-Moine,"  as  his  name  implies,  helped  to  eject  the 
inmates  of  a  monastery;  Gold  lured  on  medicine  and  phar- 
macy to  cure  humanity ;  Advertisement  displayed  its  bras-y 
face;  nor  was  the  new-comer  Etdium  forg  >tten.  Beaujon, 
M  Leger's  hospital,  had  a  most  amusing  group  of  the 
"Emperor  of  the  Sahara,"  with  a  numerous  train  of  male 
and  female  attendants  in  accordance  with  the  traditions  of 
Oriental  States. 

The  Cutter's  Challenge. — Lavish  distribution  of 
printed  price-lists  is,  as  every  chemist  knows,  the  cutter's 
mainstay — in  fact,  many  hold  that  this,  and  not  his  actual 
sales,  is  the  chief  harm  he  does  his  confreres.  The  following 
is  the  opening  paragraph  of  a  little  list  which  has  been 
liberally  left  at  the  doors  of  every  "  flat"  in  streets  near  the 
Arc  de  Triomphe : 

Ts'OTICE ! 

Every  person  having  the  price-list  of  any  other  pharmacy  can 
come  to  us  ;  we  will  sell  at  the  prices  therein  m  irked,  no  mitter 
whose  the  tariff.  Useless  to  go  fur  her  to  buv  cheaper,  for  we 
accept  all  price-lists.  In  the  same  way  every  purchaser  belonging 
to  a  benefit  or  co-operative  society,  &c  ,  has  the  right  (on  pro- 
duction of  his  card)  to  the  discount  and  other  advantages  accorded 
by  the  society.  Special  terms  to  teachers  and  to  schools,  to 
■convents  and  benefit-societies,  on  prsseriptions  recommended  by 
doctors,  and  hospital  clinical-prescriptions. 

The  rest  of  the  price-list  is  the  usual  style,  but  the  English 
articles  quoted  may  be  named  : — Alcock's  porous  plasters 
.(80c.)  Allen's  hair-restorer  (4f.  90c),  Beecham's  pills 
(If  45c),  Bishop's  magnesia  (If.  45c  and  3f.  10c),  Brown's 
bronchial  troches,  the  cuticura  specialities,  Dinneford's 
fluid  magnesia,  Elliman's  two  embrocations,  Eno's  fruit- 
salt  (3f.  60c),  Henry's  magnesia,  and  Valentine's  meat- 

^uice. 
S 

Substitution  in  Selling. — Not  supplying  the  article 
asked  for.  but  substituting  a  similar  thing  without  inform- 
ing the  customer,  has  given  rise  to  a  lawsuit  in  Paris,  and 
the  defendants  were  fined  200f.  (8/.).  The  plaintiff  is  the 
manufacturer  of  a  toilet-article  known  as  "  Bloc  Hyalin." 
and  the  defendants  are  proprietors  of  a  retail-perfumery 
shop.  The  defence  was  that  the  substitution  was  purely 
-accidental,  due  to  a  misunderstanding  and  to  the  fact  that 
the  name  of  the  article  required  was  not  distinctly  given 
.Further,  that  no  attention  was  drawn  to  the  supposed  substi- 


tution at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  whereas  it  would  have 
been  an  elementary  precaution  to  have  examined  the  article 
before  taking  delivery.  On  the  other  hand,  the  plaintiff 
claimed  that  the  article  was  not  offered  for  inspection,  but 
delivered  wrapped  up  and  ready  to  be  carried  away.  The 
Judge  decided  that  these  and  other  details  of  evidence  were 
sufficient  elements  to  come  to  a  decision  that  the  substitu- 
tion was  voluntary,  especially  as  purchases  have  been  made 
on  two  separate  occasions  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff.  Opinion 
here  on  the  subject  is  that  no  one  is  entirely  free  from  the 
possibility  of  errors  being  made  in  the  rush  of  business 
regarding  the  sale  of  any  particular  article  ;  but  at  the  same 
time  young  and  inexperienced  assistants  should  be  taught 
that  by  a  little  misplaced  zeal  they  may  sometimes  rather 
heavily  engage  the  responsibility  of  their  employers.  In  the 
case  in  question  the  evidence  of  purchase  was  given  by  a 
Jiuissier,  who  is  usually  engaged  in  such  cases  here,  and  his 
evidence  is  invariably  accepted  in  French  Courts  of  Justice 
as  perfectly  unbiassed. 

Youthful  Recollections. — "Yes,  I  suppose  the  old 
Pitie  Hospital  will  be  the  first  to  be  pulled  down  under  the 
new  hospitals  reconstruction  scheme,"  said  a  Paris  phar- 
macist to  me,  as  we  glanced  over  an  illustrated  paper.  "  A 
queer  old  shed-looking  place,  that  pharmacy,  but  it  has 
turned  out  some  remarkable  men,"  he  added.  "  You  were 
there  in  your  '  internat '  days  ? "  I  asked.  "  Exactly,  but  I  refer 
to  my  comrades,  not  to  myself.  Scarcely  a  man  but  has  made 
his  mark.  There  was  Guignard — he  is  now  Director  of  the 
Paris  Superior  School ;  Villejean,  who  is  an  M.P.  and  head- 
pharmacist  at  the  Hotel-Dieu ;  Bourquelot,  professor  of 
galenicals  at  the  school,  whose  work  in  connection  with  the 
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International  Pharmacopoeia,  the  recent  centenary,  &c,  is 
too  well  known  to  necessitate  mention  by  me ;  while 
Chastaing  and  the  rest  have  nearly  all  become  head  hospital- 
pharmacists,  including  poor  Leidie,  who  died  so  recently." 
I  am  afraid  the  sigh  with  which  my  interlocutor  concluded 
his  remarks  was  not  exclusively  a  tribute  to  his  departed 
comrade,  but  also  a  regret  for  the  happy  days  when  all  these 
successful  men  were  merry  "iDternes."  rich  only  in  youth 
and  health  and  those  high  spirits  which  ever  reign  in  the 
"  salle  de  garde."  Assuredly  it  was  neither  jealousy  nor 
disappointment,  for  though  he  is  a  simple  retailer  he  has  as 
successful  and  good-class  a  business  as  a  hard-working  and 
intelligent  man  deserves ;  and  were  I  to  specify  the  many 
posts  to  which  he  has  been  called  by  the  confidence  of  his 
colleagues,  he  would  at  once  be  recognised  by  readers  as 
one  of  the  unofficial  leaders  of  Parisian — I  should  perhaps 
say  of  French— pharmacy. 


ELM.  Consul  at  Para,  in  a  recent  report,  says  there  is  a  good 
demand  for  patent  medicines,  compressed  drugs,  &c,  in  the 
interior,  among  the  people  who  are  engaged  in  forest-industries 
and  almost  every  one  of  whom  must  be  his  own  doctor. 
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Patent  Medicines  in  Hungary.  —  The  Hungarian 
Minister  of  the  Interior  has  decreed  that  all  patent  and 
secret  remedies  sold  in  Hungary  are  to  have  their  com- 
position stated  on  the  labels.  The  regulations  apply  to 
foreign  as  well  as  home  medicaments. 

Medical  Imports  into  Russia. — A  circular  of  the 
Russian  Customs  Department  requires  that  all  foreiga 
medicinal  preparations  must  be  submitted  to  medical  in- 
spection in  their  original  wrappings — i  e.,  together  with  the 
advertisements  in  which  they  are  usually  enclosed — before 
they  can  be  imported  into  the  country. 

German  Proprietary-medicine  Regulations. — The 
Chemnitz  Chamber  of  Commerce  recently  petitioned  the 
Saxon  Government  to  move  that  the  regulations  regarding 
the  advertising  of  secret  remedies,  which  come  into  force  on 
January  1,  190L  be  modified,  and  postponed  till  January  1, 
1905.  The  Government  has  replied  that  it  cannot  see  its 
way  to  further  the  request. 

A  Double  Suicide. — According  to  the  11  Post,"  of  Zurich, 
a  double  tragedy  was  enacted  a  few  days  ago  in  the  Cantonal 
Hospital.  A  sister  of  mercy  named  Elizabeth  Kruse,  aged 
twenty-seven,  and  a  young  doctor  named  Mailer,  committed 
suicide  by  drinking  prussic  acid.  They  were  found  lying 
side  by  side.  Both  belonged  to  well-known  families,  and  it 
is  supposed  that  the  reason  of  the  act  was  a  love  affair. 

Telephone-disinfector. — A  trial  is  being  made  with  a 
new  telephone-disinfector  at  a  post-office  in  Munich,  which 
allows  of  the  telephone  being  constantly  disinfected,  instead 
of  once  a  day  as  formerly.  The  apparatus  is  a  metal  case 
containing  a  disinfectant ;  this  is  kept  over  the  transmitter 
when  not  in  use,  and  destroys  any  germs  in  it  which  have 
bsen  emitted  from  the  mouths  of  those  speaking  into  it. 

New  Brazilian  Consul&r  Regulations. — As  a  result 
of  new  legislation  repcctiDg  Brazilian  consular  invoices,  the 
number  no w  required  has  been  reduced  from  four  to  three 
by  the  omission  of  the  invoice  for  delivery  by  captiins  of 
vessels  to  the  Customs  authorities  at  the  port  of  destination, 
who  will  receive  instead  the  invoice  forwarded  to  the  con- 
signee for  this  purpose.  The  new  regulations  will  come  into 
force  shortly. 

An  Italian  Official  Paper  has  published  a  list  of 
articles  the  forwarding  of  which  by  letter-post  to  Italy  is 
absolutely  prohibited.  The  list  includes  alkaloids  of  any 
kind,  eihers,  chloroform,  phosphorus,  compounded  medicines 
and  medical  specialities  (pastilles,  pills,  capsules,  wine, 
syrups,  and  elixirs  containing  medicaments,  &c),  volatile  or 
essential  oils,  acstic  acid,  salicylic  acid  and  salicylates, 
nitrate  of  silver,  nitrate  of  mercury,  nitrate  of  bismuth, 
bromides  and  iodides,  perfumery  of  all  kinds  (except  soap), 
siccrjarin  and  substitutes,  and  all  articles  containing 
saccharin. 

Dispensing  under  Difficulties. — The  "Volgar"  of 
Nijni  Novgorod  says  that  in  the  Gorodetr  Dispensary  the 
public  has  been  sent  away  daily  for  months  unsupplied 
with  medicines  as  ordered  by  the  doctors,  simply  because 
the  n-quired  drugs  were  not  in  stock,  and  patients  have  been 
obliged  to  send  to  a  town  (Balaxny)  about  ten  miles  away 
to  get  doctors'  prescriptions  made  up.  A  case  is  related 
where  ti  e  dispensary  failing  to  satisfy  first  one  prescription 
and  then  a  second  to  replace  it,  the  doctor  made  up  a  third, 
saying  of  a  certainty,  "  This  will  be  ia  the  dispensary,  but  it 
is  doubtful  if  it  will  do  much  good.''  The  chemist  said  the 
same  as  he  handed  over  the  medicine. 


"  Radium  Syrup." — According  to  a  London  halfpenny 
morning  paper,  a  practical  joke  now  common  among 
Parisians  is  to  go  into  a  chemist's  shop  and  ask  for  1\rl. 
worth  of  radium.  At  first  the  chemists  took  it  good- 
humouredly,  but  latterly  it  has  become  quite  a  nuisance 
One  chemist,  in  the  rue  de  Rivoli,  has  just  hit  upon  a  way  of 
getting  even  with  the  would-be  jokers.  He  has  made  up  a 
coneootion  which  he  calls  "radium  syrup,"  and  when  the 
practical  joker  arrives  gravely  hands  out  a  small  quantity, 
charging  an  extra  Id.  for  the  bottle. 


South  Hfncan  Bern 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  iu  British  South  Africar 
viz. : — 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Oape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 


Two  Salt  River  traders  were  each  fined  31.  at  Cape 
Town  on  December  3  for  selling  compound  lard  as  pure. 

Messrs  Archibald  Marr  and  Lionel  Henry  Walsh 
have  received  licences  to  practise  as  chemists  and  druggists 
in  the  Cape  Colony. 

On  the  Sick  List. — When  the  last  mail  left  Mr.  E.  E. 
MerriDgton,  manager  in  the  wholesale  department  of 
Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.,  Cape  Town,  was  seriously  ill 
with  enteric.  Mr.  W.  Webber,  of  Messrs.  Cameron  &. 
Hamilton,  Cape  Town,  who  has  recently  returned  from. 
Europe,  has  undergone  an  operation  for  appendicitis,  and, 
according  to  the  latest  information  received,  is  doing  well. 

The  Medical  Congress. — The  South  African  Medical 
Congress  will  be  opened  in  Cape  Town  by  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  Cape  Colony  on  December  28.  The  work 
has  been  divided  into  five  sections:  Medicine,  surgery, 
gynrccology,  public  health,  and  special  subjects.  The  social 
arrangements  include  a  reception  and  conversazione ;  a 
reception  by  the  S  A.  Philosophical  Society;  a  visit  to 
Robben  Island,  arranged  by  the  Colonial  Government ;  a 
banquet  given  by  the  Mayor  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
Cape  Town ;  a  garden-party  ;  a  visit  to  De  Beers  Explosive- 
works,  Somerset  West ;  a  reception  at  Rondebosch ;  a  visit- 
to  Groote  Schuur,  arranged  by  Dr.  Jameson ;  to  conclude 
with  the  Congress  banquet  on  January  4,  1904. 

The  New  Pharmacy  Board. — The  result  of  the  voting 
for  the  election  of  three  members  of  the  Cape  Colonial 
Pharmacy  Board  has  been  declared  as  follows:  Mr.  W.  Kelk 
Mager,  Queenstown,  108;  Mr.  W.  Holloway  Helmore, 
Kimberley,  100  ;  Mr.  James  McJannet,  East  London,  82  ;  and 
Mr.  D.  Krogman  Petersen,  Cape  Town,  56.  Messrs.  Kelk 
Mager,  Helmore,  and  McJannet,  who  represent  the  chemists 
and  druggists,  are  therefore  elected.  The  Board  consists  of 
seven  members — three  nominated  by  the  Government,  three 
elected  by  the  chemis-ts  and  druggists,  and  one  nominated  by 
the  Colonial  Medical  Council.  The  Government  nominees- 
are  Messrs.  J.  A.  Mathew,  A.  Walsh,  and  G.  Darroll,  the 
Medical  Council's  representative  being  Dr.  C.  F.  K,  Murray. 


Hmencan  Botes. 


Patent-law  Revision  in  U.S.A. — "N.A.R  D.  Notes"  states 
that  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  New  York  Section  of  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Dr.  Hugo  Schweitzer,  Secretary 
of  the  Section,  asked  ior  instructions  from  the  Section  as  to- 
the  action  that  should  be  taken  by  the  Committee  on 
Legislation  in  the  matter  of  the  United  States  Patent  Laws. 
"  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman  of  the  meeting  (Russell 
H.  Mcore,  of  the  United  States  Appraiser's  Department)  the 
matter  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  which 
means  that  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  a  purely 
foreign  organisation,  of  which  Dr.  Schweitzer,  the  manager 
of  Farberfabriken,  of  Elberfeld  Company,  is  the  Secretary, 
will  oppose  a  movement  among  Americans  to  amend  their 
own  American  patent  laws."    So  "  Notes"  says. 

Mr.  Warren's  Successors.— Mr.  E.  G.  Swift,  Mayor  of 
Walkerville,  Ontario,  and  manager  of  the  Canadian  branch 
of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  has  been  selected  to  take  the 
general  management  of  the  present  concern  in  Detroit  as 

I  successor  to  the  late  Mr.  W.  M.  Warren.  Mr.  Swift  has  been 
associated  with  the  firm  twenty-two  years.  He  worked 
himself  up  from  the  management  cf  one  department  to 
another  until  he  had  charge  of  a  great  amount  of  the 

I  Detroit  business.    About  ten  years  ago  he  was  selected  as 
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the  first  manager  of  the  Canada  branch  located  in  Walker- 
ville.  Before  that  time  the  business  in  the  Dominion  was 
directed  from  Detroit.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Walkerville  for  several  years,  and  on  December  3L 
will  have  completed  his  third  term  as  mayor.  Professor 
F.  G.  Ryan,  head  chemist  for  the  company,  will  succeed 
Mr.  Warren  on  the  board  of  directors.  Mr.  Ryan  was 
formerly  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  Philadelphia  Phar- 
maceutical College,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  of 
his  profession  in  the  country. 


East  3nMan  IRewa. 

More  Serum  Needed. — Extensive  additions  are  to  be 
commenced  immediately  to  the  Mukhtesar  Laboratory,  near 
Naini  Tal,the  demand  for  serum  for  cattle-inoculation  being 
much  in  excess  of  the  present  supply. 

The  Plans  for  the  Government  Buildings  at  Pusa> 
where  the  Phipps  Laboratory  is  to  be  erected,  are  now 
nearly  ready.  The  laboratory,  for  which  Mr.  Phipps 
gave  20.000i.,  will  be  perfectly  equipped  with  the  latest 
modern  appliances. 

Obituary. — Mr.  J.  N.  D'Esterre,  formerly  head  of  the 
firm  of  D'Esterre  &  Co.,  chemists,  Kandy,  died  at  Bourne- 
mouth, England,  on  October  25.  Mr.  D'Esterre  left  Ceylon 
some  years  ago,  having  bought  a  residence  at  Bournemouth. 
Death  was  due  to  cancer. 

Cocaine  in  Bombay. — The  following  notice  has  just 
been  issued  by  the  Customs  authorities,  with  the  idea  of 
further  restricting  the  sale  oE  the  drug : 

To  licence-holders,  and  upon  medical  prescriptions  only,  the 
following  maximum  quantity  of  cocaine  may  be  supplied  at  one 
time : 

(1)  When  it  is  in  the  dry  stite,  6  gr, 
(2>  "When  it  is  in  solution,  2  dr. 
The  original  licences  must  be  seen  before  supplying  cocaine. 

The  Poisons  Bill. — A  Special  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Calcutta  Corporation  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
draft  Bill  dealing  with  the  regulations  regarding  the  posses- 
sion and  sale  of  poisons  met  on  October  31.    There  were 
prpsent:  Dr.  W.  Forsyth  (President),  Dr.  Koylash  Chunder 
Bose,  CLE.,  Rai  Bahadur,  and  Dr.  Haridhone  Dutt.  The 
Health  Officer  of  the  City  approved  the  draft  Bill.  He 
thought  legislation  was  required   to   restrict  the  sale  of 
poisons  in  Tndia,  as  the  ease  with  which  they  could  be  ob- 
tained conduced  to  the  prevalence  of  homicide  and  accidental 
poisoning.    The  draft  Bill,  in  his  opinion,  is  well  adapted  to 
meet  the  requirements.    Dr  Bose  said  the  law  regarding  the 
granting  of  licences  to  vendors  of  indigenous  drugs  was  de- 
fective, and  the  committee  should  welcome  the  pronosed 
legislation,  which  was  intended  to  remedy  some  of  the 
existing  defects.     At  present  anyone,  <  n  payment  of  Rs.  12 
or  Rs.  25  to  the  Corporation,  was  at  liberty  to  carry  on  a 
drug-store  where  all  sorts  of  poisonous  drugs  could  be  sold  to 
anybody  without  any  restriction  whatsoever.  If  anyone  earned 
on  a  druggist's  business  and  sold  those  poisons  without  a 
licence,  all  the  penalty  he  incurred  was  a  fine  of  Rs.  50  per 
•cent,  in  excess  of  the  amount  he  would  have  to  pay  for  a 
municipal  licence.    In  the  bazaars  in  various  parts  of  the 
city  they  would  find  women  of  the  lowest  class  vending  nux 
vomica,  aconite,  arsenic,  and  other  indigenous  poisons  in  the 
most  irresponsible  manner.  In  1888  Dr.  Birch,  then  Surgeon- 
Superintendent  of  the  General  Hospital  and  President  of  the 
Calcutta  Medical  Society,  endeavoured   to  get  the  Go- 
vernment to  introduce  a  Bill  with  a  similar  object  in  view, 
but  nothing  came  of  this  movement.    He  thoushtthe  com- 
mittee should  give  the  Bill  their  warmest  approval,  and  ask 
the  Government  to  proceed  with  the  mutter  as  early  as 
possible.    Dr.  Dutt  entirely  endorsed  the  views  expressed  by 
Dr.  Koylash  Chunder  Bose,  but  proposed  that  they  should 
add  before  the  words  "medical  practitioner"  wherever  they 
occurred  in  the  Bill  the  words  "  properly  qualified,"  other- 
wise the  exceptions  made  in  favour  of  doctors  and  other 
properly  qualified  medical  men  would  apply  to  Kobirajes, 
Hakims,  Baidos,  and  even  the  village  leech,  and  in  this  way 
the  object  of  the  Bill  would  be  frustrated.    After  some  dis- 
cussion the  committee  resolved  "That  the  draft  Bill  be  most 
cordially  approved,  but  would  suggest  that  the  term  1  me- 
dical practitioner '  in  Section  10  (Clauses  a  and  c)  of  the 
draft  Poisons  Bill  should  be  defined  so  as  to  exclude  all  but 
legally  qualified  persons.' 


British  jpbarmacentical  Conference, 


A MEETING  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C,  on  December  21,  1903. 
There  were  present  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  (President),  Messrs. 
Atkins,  Holmes,  Martin,  Naylor,  and  Ran>om  (Vice-Presi- 
dents), Mr.  J  C.  Umney  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Messrs.  E.  S. 
Peck  and  E.  White  (Hon.  Secretaries),  Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Bird,  and 
Professor  Greenish.  Apologies  for  absence  were  received 
from  other  members  of  the  committee. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  had  been  read  and 
confirmed,  Mr.  Peck  read  a  letter  from  Mii-s  Proctor,  acknow- 
ledging the  vote  of  condolence  with  the  family  of  the  late 
Barnard  S.  Proctor. 

Compendium  v.  Formulary. 

Mr.  Peck  then  gave  a  report  of  the  negotiations  between 
the  Compendium  Sub-committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  the  Formulary  Committee ;  and  Mr.  Bird  read 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  recommended  by  the 
Formulary  Committee  for  adoption  by  the  Executive  : 

That  if  an  invitation  be  received  by  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  Executive  from  the  Council,  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Grea„  Britain  for  the  members  of  the  Formulary  Com- 
mittee to  confer  with  them  as  to  the  necessity  for  a. id  scope. of 
the  projected  Compendium  the  matter  shall  receive  further 
consideration. 

After  an  animated  discussion,  in  which  most  of  the 
members  present  took  part,  it  was  resolved,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  H  ->lmes,  seconded  by  Professor  Greenish,  to  adopt  the 
resolution. 

The  Date  of  the  Sheffield  Meeting 
was  then  considered,  and  August  8  was  fixed,  as  recom- 
mended in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Newsholme. 

Grant  for  Research. 

The  Secretaries  reported  that  an  application  had  been 
made  by  a  member  for  a  grant  of  5/.  towards  the  cost  of  an 
examination  of  "  Damiana."    The  grant  was  agreed  to. 


FORMULARY  COMMITTEE. 

A  meeting  of  the  Formulary  Committee  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square  on  December  2L.  fhere  were 
present  Mr.  N.  H.  Martin  (in  the  chair),  Messrs.  W.  A.  H. 
Naylor,  Harold  Wilson,  J.  C.  Umney,  and  F.  C.  J. 
Bird  (Secretary).  The  time  of  the  meeting  was  chiefly  'aken 
up  with  a  long  discussion  as  to  the  projected  publication 
of  a  "Compendium"  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the 
work  of  tne  B.P.C.  .Formulary  Committee.  Dr.  Symes 
(Liverpool),  Mr.  Peter  Boa  (Edinburgh),  and  Mr.  W.  F. 
Wells  (Dublin)  had  sent  letters,  which  were  re-td  at  the 
meeting,  expressing  their  views  on  the  subject. 

A  resolution,  to  be  submitted  as  a  report  to  the  Conference 
Executive  (see  above),  was  then  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney,  seconded  by  Mr.  Naylor,  and  carried  unanimously. 


mew  36ook0. 


Annual  of  Photography  [The  American)  for  1904.  2s 
(P.  Lund.) 

Cremer,  J.  H.  Chemical  and  Metallurgical  Handbook. 
3rd  ed.    18s.  (Paul.) 

Morgan,  R.   B.    Exercises  in    Theoretical  and  Practical 
Chemistry.    7§  x  4J.    Pp.96.    Is.  (BlacMef.) 

Prenderville,  A.  de.  Ethyl  Chloride  in  Surgical  and.  Dental 
Practice.  With  account  of  simple  device  for  use  with  ordinary 
gas  and  ether  apparatus.    Is.  net.  (Glaisher.) 

Roberts,  J.  The  Grant  and  VaU'lity  of  British  Patents  for 
Inventions.    Diagrams.    9}  x  6J.    Pp.702.   25s.net.  (Murray.) 

Science  (Elementary  Experimental):  Phjsics  by  W.  T 
Clough;  Chemistry  by  A.  E.  Dunstin.  Diagrams.  7  J  x  4f-, 
Pp.  248.    2s.  c'(?.  (Methuen.) 

Smith,  A.    A  Laboratory  Outline  of  General  Chemistry 
Or.  8vo.    Pp.  120.    3s.  6<7.  net.  (Wesley.) 
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Xegal  IReports. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

The  Police  Prosecute. 

At  Lincoln,  on  Thursday,  December  24,  before  the  City  Magis- 
trates, the  Mayor  (Alderman  M.  H.  Footman)  presiding,  David 
Jones,  the  "  Medical  Hall,"  397  High  Street,  Lincoln,  was 
Summoned,  at  the  instance  of  the  police,  for  selling  to  a  girl 
named  Winifred  Cheer  a  certain  poison,  being  a  preparation 
of  opium,  called  laudanum,  being  a  poison  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  IBS."*,  which  poison  was  contained  in  a 
bottle  which  was  not  labelled  with  the  name  of  the  article, 
the  word  "  Poison,"  and  with  the  name  and  address  of  the 
seller,  on  December  7. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Porter  (of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Page  &  Porter) 
prosecuted,  and  Mi'.  H.  H.  Williams  (Messrs.  Williams  &  Son) 
was  for  the  defence. 

Mr.  Porter  explained  that  the  defendant  was  charged  with 
a  breach  of  Section  17  of  the  Act,  which  made  it  an  offence 
for  any  person  to  sell  poison  unless  the  bottle  was  labelled 
with  the  name  of  the  article  and  the  word  "  Poison."  He  did 
not  think  there  would  be  any  dispute  that  the  bottle  was  not 
properly  labelled,  but  he  thought  the  defence  would  be  that, 
instead  of  there  being  any  sale,  the  defendant  gave  the  girl 
this  preparation  and  did  not  make  any  charge  for  it.  He 
should  call  the  girl,  who  would  swear  positively  that  she  paid 
4c?.  for  what  she  got — that  was  3c?.  for  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  and  Id.  for  the  bottle  itself.  It  would  be  for  the 
magistrates  to  decide  whether  it  was  probable  that  the  de- 
fendant was  in  the  habit  of  making  his  living  by  giving  things 
away,  and  whether  there  was  any  sale. 

Mr.  Williams  said  they  admitted  the  bottle  contained 
laudanum,  and  that  the  bottle  was  not  labelled  as  it  should 
have  been. 

Dr.  Jagger  deposed  that  he  saw  the  girl  Cheers  after  she 
had  taken  laudanum  on  December  7.  The  measures  which 
he  took  for  her  recovery  prevented  him  estimating  how  much 
of  the  poison  she  had  taken. 

Chief-Constable  Coleman  deposed  that  on  December  8  the 
girl  Cheer  was  charged  before  the  magistrates  with  attempting 
to  commit  suicide  with  lau-'anum.  From  information  he  re- 
ceived ho  afterwards  visited  defendant,  who  said,  "  I  have 
nothing  to  fear  ;  I  may  as  well  tell  you  all  about  it."  Wit- 
ness produced  the  bottle,  and  defendant  said,  "  Last  night 
that  girl  came  into  my  shop  and  said  her  father  wanted  to 
prepare  some  liniment,  and  wanted  to  put  laudanum  in  it, 
and  she  wanted  an  ounce  of  laudanum.  I  stood  and  looked 
at  her.  She  seemed  perfectly  calm  and  all  right  in  her 
manner,  and  then  I  went  behind  and  took  this  bottle,  and  I 
put  about  3  dr.  of  laudanum  in  it.  I  went  to  her 
and  said,  '  This  is  all  the  laudanum  I  have,  and  if  it  is  any 
use  to  your  father  he  is  welcome  to  it.'  I  then  handed  it  to 
her,  and  she  went  away."  The  bottle  was  not  labelled,  the 
witness  added. 

Winifred  Cheer  stated  that  she  paid  Mr.  Jones  4c?.  for  the 
laudanum,  giving  him  6c?.  and  receiving  2c?.  change. 

Defendant  went  into  the  witness-box  and  stated  that  he 
had  been  in  the  neighbourhood  for  thirty-one  years,  and  six- 
teen years  in  business.  He  supplied  the  girl  with  3  dr. 
of  laudanum.  She  did  not  pay  him  anything  for  it, 
and  she  told  him  her  father  wanted  to  make  up  some  oils  with 
it.  He  had  no  right  to  sell  poison,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
charge  for  it.  He  gave  it  to  the  girl,  whom  he  did  not  know, 
with  the  idea  of  securing  her  future  custom.  In  cross- 
examination  witness  said  this  was  his  only  reason  for  giving 
her  the  poison,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  did  not  know  where 
she  came  from.  He  admitted  that  the  bottle  was  not  labelled, 
and  he  now  knew  the  serious  consequences. 

Mr.  Porter :  And  this  is  not  the  first  time  you  have  broken 
that  part  of  the  Act  ? — Defendant :  I  am  not  aware  that  I 
have  done. 

Mr.  Porter  :  But  you  have  paid  penalties  ? — Defendant : 
Oh,  yes. 

Mr.  Porter :  You  knew  perfectly  well  of  this  Act,  and  have 
paid  penalties  rather  than  be  sued  in  the  county  court  ?— 
Defendant :  Yes. 

Mr.  Porter :  And  in  face  of  that  vou  gave  this  away  ?— 
Defendant :  Yes. 


The  Mayor  :  Are  you  a  registered  chemist  ? — Defendant 

No. 

The  Mayor  :  What  are  you  ?— Defendant :  I  keep  a  drug- 
stores. 

Defendant  further  stated  that  he  did  not  stock  poisons, 
but  only  kept  them  for  his  own  private  use. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  Wi'.liams  said  the  girl's  evidence  could 
not  be  relied  upon,  while  the  defendant's  explanation  was  a 
perfectly  reasonable  one. 

Mr.  Porter  quoted  a  similar  case  at  Leeds,  where  the  poison- 
was  obtained  for  analysis,  and  where  the  stipendiary  held  that 
there  had  been  an  infringement  of  the  Act. 

The  Magistrate's  Clerk  pointed  out  that  in  that  case  a 
charge  was  paid. 

The  Magistrates,  after  consultation  in  private,  convicted 
the  defendant,  and  fined  him  30s.,  including  costs,  the  mayor 
adding  that  if  he  came  there  again  defendant  would  get  into 
very  serious  trouble. 

Mr.  Porter  applied  for  the  solicitor's  and  doctor's  fees,  but 
the  latter  only  was  allowed. 

Mr.  Williams  asked  for  time  for  payment  of  the  fine. 

The  Mayor :  What  ?  A  High  Street  tradesman  asking  for 
time  in  which  to  pay  a  30s.  fine  !  Very  well ;  to  be  paid  in 
fourteen  days.  ^  _ 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Baking-powder. 
At  Norwich,  on  December  22,  George  Punt  was  fined  40s, 
and  10s.  costs  for  selling  bakicg-powder  containing  28  per 
cent,  of  alum. 

Quinine-  wine. 

The  Stockport  Industrial  and  Equitable  Co-operative  Society 
was  prosecuted  by  the  Stockport  Town  Council  on  December 
22  for  selling  orange-quinine  wine,  alleged  to  be  deficient  in 
quinine  hydrochloride,  and  to  contain  salicylic  acid.  There 
were  two  charges,  one  in  respect  to  a  pint  of  wine  certified 
to  contain  only  10  gr.  of  quinine  hydrochloride,  and  the 
other  in  which  there  was  a  deficiency  of  3  3  gr.  of  quinine 
hydrochloride  and  an  addition  of  1  gr.  of  salicylic  acid. 
The  makers  of  the  wine,  Messrs.  Dutton  &  Son,  wholesale 
chemists,  Bolton,  were  represented  by  Mr.  Risque.  For  the 
prosecution.  Mr  Dobson  pointed  out  that  the  society  stated 
that  they  held  a  written  warranty  for  the  wine,  that  they  had 
sold  it  as  it  was  supplied  to  them,  and  that  they  would  rely 
upon  the  warranty.  He  pointed  out  that  the  invoice  bore 
the  words,  "One  gross  orange-quinine  wine.  B.P."  The 
label  also  said,  "  Genuine.  B  P."  However,  according  to- 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  the  liquor  ought  to  have  contained 
20  gr.  of  quinine  hydrochloride  per  pint,  further,  orange 
quinine-wine  should  contain  no  salicylic  acid.  On  behalf  of 
the  Co-operative  Society,  Mr.  Helm  pleaded  the  warranty  on. 
the  invoice,  the  bottle-label,  and  the  wrapper.  Each  of  thenx 
bore  the  letters  "  B.P.,"  and  they  were  given  clearly  to  under- 
stand that  the  particular  wine  was  prepared  according  to  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia.  Mr.  Risque  said  his  clients  would 
take  the  responsibility  for  the  warranty.  He  was  prepared 
to  go  into  the  compounding  of  the  wine  and  prove  that,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  was  of  the  nature,  substance,  and  quality 
demanded.  The  cases  against  the  society  were  thereupon: 
dismissed. 


Bankruptcy  IReport. 


Be  John  Thomas  Benyon,  trading  as  Benyon  &  Co.,  Chemists,, 
at  12  Church  Street,  Monmouth. — The  statement  of  affairs  shows 
gross  liabilities  323?  Is.  3c?.,  of  which  310?.  lis.  10c?.  is  expected 
to  rank,  and  assets  estimated  to  produce  251?.  14s.  4c?.  The 
receiving-order  was  made  on  the  debtor's  own  petition.  In  his 
observations  the  Official  Receiver  states  that  the  debtor  started- 
in  business  at  St.  Clears  with  a  capital  of  400?.  As  the  business 
did  not  pay,  he  gave  it  up  after  paying  all  his  liabilities.  On  the- 
venture  he  lost  200?.  Last  May  be  purchased  the  business  at 
Monmouth  for  30C?.  He  paid  20C?.  down,  and  the  balance  is  still 
owing.  During  the  time  he  traded  at  Monmouth  his  takings  were 
about  5?.  a  week,  the  gros-s  profits  being  about  30s.  a  week.  The 
trade-expenses  absorbed  all  the  profits,  and  debtor  drew  for 
household  and  personal  expenses  at  the  rate  of  30s.  a  week. 
Debtor  stated  that  he  thought  his  asset's  were  of  sufficient  value 
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■to  enable  him  to  pay  all  his  creditors  in  full,  but  the  Official 
Receiver  is  advised  that  the  assets  are  considerably  over- 
estimated. At  the  date  of  the  receiving  order  the  debtor's  effects 
were  held  by  the  High  Bailiff  under  an  execution,  and  two  other 
creditors  were  suing  him.  His  furniture  is  held  under  the  hire- 
purchase  system,  and  he  does  not  anticipate  that  it  will  be  of  any 
real  value  to  the  estate.  The  liabilities  to  the  thirty-five  un- 
eecured  creditors  amount  to  310/.  lis.  I0d.,  and  appear  to  be  for 
goods  supplied,  except  for  80/.  which  debtor  borrowed  and  the 
100/.  balance  of  the  purchase-money. 


Partnership  Dissolved. 

STy,  J.  I\,  Bishop,  C.  R„  and  Fincb,  A.  H.,  Shepton 
Mallet,  Somerset,  surgeons  and  general  medical  practitioners  ; 
bo  far  as  regards  J.  F.  Fry. 


Ulew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


James  Bedson  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  1,000/,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  now  carried  on  by 
-F.  S.  Henderson  and  H.  J.  Bedson,  at  1,  2,  and  3  lliffe  Street 
Yard,  Walworth,  as  "Jamas  Bedson  &  Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  general  chemical  importers,  and  wholesale  and 
retail  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  and  dealers  in  soda, 
-alkalies,  salts,  acids,  patent  and  proprietary  articles,  &c.  Regis- 
tered office,  1,  2,  and  3  lliffe  Street  Yard,  Walworth,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Beckett  &  Son  (Limited).— Capital  10,000?.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  Emily  A.  Beckett 
and  H.  Beckett  for  the  acquisition  of  the  business  carried  on  by 
them  at  Miles  Platting,  Lanes,  as  "J.  M.  Beckett  &  Son,"  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical  manufacturers,  factors,  and 
m-rchants,  drysalters,  drysalters'  manufacturers,  soap-makers, 
&c.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Beckett  and  H.  Beckett  are  the  first  governing 
directors,  and  each  may  retain  office  while  holding  1,000  shares. 
Qualification  of  subsequent  directors  100/.  Remuneration  as 
fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  Hulme  Hall  Lane, 
Miles  Platting,  Manchester. 

Sharpness  Chemical  Company  (Limited).— Capital  10,000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  tar-dis- 
tillers and  manufacturers  of  other  chemical  substances  carried  on 
iit  Sharpness,  GIos.,  by  J.  Anderson,  as  the  "  Sharpness  Chemical 
Company,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  tar-distillers, 
manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  tar,  pitch,  creosote,  ammoniacal 
liquor,  oils,  naphtha,  soap,  paints,  varnishes,  &c.  T.  Clayton, 
The  Cedars,  Castle  Bromwich,  is  the  first  director.  Qualification 
500  shares.  Remuneration  of  T.  Clayton  200/.  per  annum. ;  of 
other  directors  as  fixed  by  the  company,  j 

Quiklean  Soap  Company  (Limited).— Capital  3,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  J.  Mendess  for 
the  acquisition  of  the  business  of  a  soap  and  tallow  manufac- 
turer now  carried  on  by  him  at  Providence  Mill,  Luton  Road, 
Chatham,  as  the  British  Colorine  Company,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  soap  and  tallow  manufacturers,  fat  and  bone  refiners, 
wholesale  and  retail  druggists,  chemists,  perfumers,  drysalters, 
&c.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  J.  Mendess 
and  M.  Spencer.  Qualification  200  shares.  Remuneration 
(except  managing  director)  25?.  each  per  annum. 

Edwahds,  Chymists  (Limited).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1?.  shares 
(20  preference).  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
•druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  seedsmen,  mineral-water 
dealers,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  medi- 
cinal, chemical,  industrial  and  other  preparations  and  articles, 
&c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  Percy  W.  Edwards,  20  The  Brittox' 
Devizes,  chemist's  manager;  T.  Pagan,  Victoria  Cottage,  The 
Green,  Devizes,  chemist  and  druggist ;  J.  A.  Parker,  Helston 
House,  Overton  Road,  Bristol,  accountant;  T.  Allen,  51  Robert- 
son Road,  Eastville,  Bristol,  works-manager  ;  A.  Wilson,  10  Tyne 
Road,  Bishopston,  Bristol,  engineer;  B.  E.  J.  Parquhar,  26  Salis- 
bury Road,  Redland,  Bristol,  architect;  and  A.  W.  Edwards, 
E  Costen  Street,  Bedford,  ironmonger.  No  initial  public  issue! 
Percy  W.  Edwards  is  the  first  permanent  director,  with  power  to 
appoint  other  directors. 


H.M.  Consul  at  Batoum,  in  his  report  for  1903,  states  that 
this  year's  sunflower-seed  crop  is  a  thorough  failure,  owing  prin- 
cipally to  the  hot  vvind3  which  prevailed  ;  the  yield  being  from 
135  lbs.  to  2001b3.  per  acre  of  very  light  seed,  a3  agiinst  the  pre- 
vious year's  1.500  lbs.  to  1,500  lbs.  per  acre. 


fIDarrtagee. 


Cleghorn—  Thomas. — On  December  1,  at  St.  George's 
Cathedral,  Cape  Town,  John  Clegliorn,  son  of  the  late  Mr. 
Alex.  Cleghorn,  chemist,  Cape  Town,  to  Edith,  daughter  of 
W.  E.  Thomas,  Green  Point, 

Glasspool — Davis. — On  December  24,  at  Hales  Owen 
Parish  Church,  by  the  Rector,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Hill,  M.A., 
Alfred  George,  chemist  and  druggist,  younger  son  of  George 
Glasspool,  of  Cosham,  Hants,  to  Mary  Jane,  youogest 
daughter  of  the  late  James  Davis,  of  Laurel  Lane,  Hales 
Owen. 


Bcatbs. 


Gardner  — On  December  24,  at  65  Eousfield  Road,  New 
Cross,  S.E  ,  Harold  Ratcliffe,  the  infant  son  of  Hermann  and 
Mollie  Gardner. 

Haworth. — At  Holland  Street,  Blackburn,  on  Decem- 
ber 24,  Mr.  Hezekiah  Haworth,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
fifty.  Mr.  Hi  worth's  death  was  the  result  of  an  accident, 
already  referred  to  on  page  3.  He  had  be^n  with  Mr.  C. 
Parkinson,  wholesale  and  retail  chemist,  Astley  Gate,  for 
over  thirty-four  years,  and  for  a  loDg  period  had  had  an 
interest  in  the  business.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Blackburn 
Philanthropic  Mutual  Burial  Society,  and  for  many  years 
was  a  teacher  in  St.  John's  Sunday  School.  He  leaves  a 
widow,  two  sons,  and  two  daughters.  The  funeral  took 
place  on  December  26,  and  was  attended  by  about  a  dozen 
members  of  the  N  irth-East  Lancashire  Chemists' Associa- 
tion, of  which  Mr.  Haworth  was  a  member. 

Pkobyn. — On  December  25,  at  55  Grosvenor  Street,  W. 
of  double  pneumonia,  Percy  Clifford  Probyn,  M.  A.,  B.C.L.Oson. 
and  of  5  Paper  Buildings,  Temple,  the  dearly  beloved 
son  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Clifford  Probyn,  aged  thirty-four. 
Mr.  Probyn  was  the  eldest  son  of  Lieut-Colonel  Clifford 
Probyn  (principal  of  Messrs.  Hooper  &  Co  ,  Pall  Mall  and 
Grosvenor  Square),  and  appeared  destined  to  have  a3  brilliant 
a  career  at  the  Bar  as  his  academic  career  had  been.  He  was 
educated  at  Westminster  School,  and  from  there  went  to 
Oxford,  where  he  graduated  as  B.A.,  and  afterwards  as  M.  A. 
and  B.C.L.  He  was  called  to  the  Bar  in  1892  as  a  member  of 
the  Inner  Temple,  and  was  attached  t  o  the  Midland  and  Western 
Circuits.  He  caught  a  cold  while  on  circuit,  and  succumbed 
to  pneumonia  after  a  few  days'  illness.  A  funeral  service 
was  held  at  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square,  W.,  on  Decem- 
ber 29,  and  the  interment  was  at  Hanwell  Cemetery. 

Vax  Duzer. — At  Newburg,  N.Y.,  on  December  28,  Mr. 
Selah  Reeve  van  Duzer,  head  of  the  firm  of  S.  R.  van  Duzer 
&  Son,  wholesale  druggists  and  import-merchants,  South- 
ampton Row,  W.C.  Mr.  van  Duzer  was  well  known  in  the 
wholesale  drug-business  in  the  United  States  and  in  England. 
In  this  country  his  firm  are  best  known  as  agents  for  Mrs. 
Allen's  hair-restorer.  Mr.  van  Duzer  was  born  in  New  York 
in  1823,  and  is  survived  by  a  widow,  two  sons,  and  a  daughter. 
The  elder  son,  Mr.  Frederick  C.  van  Duzer,  looks  after  the 
London  branch  of  the  business,  and  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  American  Society  in  London. 

Whitney. — At  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  on  December  2, 
Mr.  Henry  Martin  Whitney,  aged  seventy- five.  Mr.  Whitney 
was  a  well-known  American  pharmacist  and  a  past-President 
of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  of  which  he 
was  a  member  for  forty-four  years.  He  was  a  much-respected 
worker  for  the  craft,  a  d,  besides  taking  a  prominent  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Massachusetts  Pharmaceutical  Association 
and  the  Boston  Druggists'  Association,  was  for  many  years 
President  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Pharmacy. 


Rhein. — Desterle  ("  Archiv.  der  Pharmacie,"  1903,604)  gives 
an  account  of  the  preparation  and  properties  of  rhein.  He  pre- 
pares it  by  the  oxidation  of  aloe  emodin  by  means  of  chromic  acid 
in  acetic-acid  solution.  When  purified  by  recrystallisation  from 
pyridine  it  melts  at  314^.  It  yields  a  well-defined  diacstyl  com- 
pound, and  its  analyses  agree  with  the  formulae  C^HioOgOr 
CisHgOg  almost  equally  well.  It  is  probably  identical  with  the 
rhein  obtained  from  rhubarb. 
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©ur  "Biar\>"  Competition. 


IN  accordance  with  past  custom  all  postcards  in  this  com- 
petition which  are  received  at  our  office  on  January  1, 
1904,  will  be  entitled  to  share  in  the  ten  gu;neas  which  we 
offer  as  prizes.  Colonial  and  foreign  subscribers  have  a  later 
date. 

Subjoined  are  some  of  the  "A"  postcards  from  home 
subscribers : 

"No  time  like  the  present,"  and  at  the  present  time  no  Diary 
like  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists' .— Novello  Denham,  Bradford. 

The  Best  Book  and  Handiest  for  Chemists.— If  you  want 
to  find  the  law,  some  receipt,  or  the  flaw  in  some  medicine  you've 
compounded,  or  where  to  go  and  buy  on  best  terms  tinct.  opii  or 
any  other  medicine  just  required,  some  information  required  in 
the  trade,  is  sure  within  the  Diary  to  be  laid.  For  those  who 
seeking  there  are  sure  to  find  it. — James  D.  Caese,  Belfast. 

Your  Diary  comes  again  once  more, 
And  with  it  adverts,  by  the  score. 
"What  should  we  do  without  it,  pray, 
When  we  find  it  useful  every  day. 
— "Assistant,"  Ralph  &  Clarke,  chemists,  Hereford. 

Suggestion. — That  chemists'  printing-houses  do  take  advantage 
of  the  formulary  published,  and  print  labels  accordingly.  One 
firm  to  supply  only  one  chemist  in  a  town  or  dist'ict  with  the 
same  label,  consequently  several  houses  printing  would  make  a 
large  variety,  so  that,  there  would  be  little  fear  of  clashing.  If  more 
than  one  chemist,  in  the  same  district  should  want  the  label  sold 
to  another,  that  the  printing  house  do  either  refuse  the  order  or 
make  a  distinct  label  for  their  second  customer. —  Gilbert 
Jackson,  Sheffield. 

"Ox  the  Diary." — Naught  shall  prevail  against  it  or  disturb 
our  cheerful  faith  in  all  which  we  behold.  It  is  full  of  blessings. 
■ — W.  C.  Mitchell,  St.  Leonard's-on  Sea. 

When  I  see  what  a  wondrous  store  of  useful  information  is 
presented  to  me  in  this  year's  Christmas-box — viz  ,  the  C.  &  D. 
Diary  for  1904,  I  am  compelled  to  say,  "Thanks,  and  many 
thanks,  and  yet  still  thanks."— Frank  L.  Simmonds,  Portland. 

The  best  motto  for  the  C.  &  D  Diary,  1904,  would  appear  to 
be,  "  Inquire  within  upon  everything." — H.  M.  Hanbury,  Epworth. 

Page  191  of  Diary,  Mackintosh's  toffee.  "  Sweets  to  the 
sweet"  (Shakespeare's  Hamlet). — Mrs.  J.  B.  Sweeney,  Rathdun, 
Dromore,  co.  Down. 

"  Materiem  superabat  opus." — A.  R  Andrew,  Southport. 

No  chemist  or  assistant  should  be  without  a  copy  of  jour 
Diary  for  1904.  Would  not  be  without  it  for  a  gold  watch. — 
C.  L.  Williams,  Redruth. 

Sweet  are  the  uses  of  advertisement 
Which  give  us  Diaries  great  for  almost  nil ; 
Good  reading  matter,  copious  in  abundance, 
So  cheap  a  boy  of  ten  could  foot  the  bill. 
■ — Geo.  E.  Thorburn,  Newport,  Mon. 

"  The  sovereignest  prescription  in  Galen."— F.  Harley,  Bandon, 
co.  Cork. 

Since  that  speeds  best  which  is  most  briefly  told, 
I'll  say  my  Diary's  worth  its  weight  in  gold. 

—  Geo.  B.  Moultrie,  Hadleigh. 

The  C.  &  D.  Diary  for  1904  is  the  best  yet  produced,  and 
should  prove  the  truest  friend  to  qualified  and  unqualified 
chemists  in  our  time  of  trouble  and  need  of  helpful  advice. — 
William  Vinn  Witton,  Dudley. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  is  a  splendid  book  con- 
taining information  of  the  greatest  value  to  any  chemist,  both 
business  information  and  an  invaluable  selection  of  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  formulas.— M.  C.  Raleton,  Glasgow. 

Anareharsis  said  :  "It  is  better  to  have  one  friend  of  great 
value  than  many  friends  who  are   good  for  nothing."  The 
chemists'  best  friend  is  the  Diary.-  Jessie  M.  Austen,  Sheffield. 
An  oracle  of  printing,  and  a  storehouse  full  of  grain, 
A  feast  of  all  the  best  things  where  you  cut  and  come  again, 
A  formularv  perfect  and  a  year-book  rolled  in  one, 
The  chemists'  vade  mecum,  wherein  he  who  reads  may  run. 
— Alonzo  J.  Freeland,  Kilworth. 

Quotation  anent  contents  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  pages 
531-5b2  inclusive : 

He  is  well  paid  that  is  well  satisfied  ; 
And  I,  delivering  you,  am  satisfied, 
And  therein  do  account  myself  well  paid. 
Shakespeare's  Merchant  of  Venice,  Act  iv ,  Scene  1. 

—  Walter  B,  Falding,  South  Kensington,  S.W. 


More  valuable  to  the  chemist  than  the  "  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica."  — Geo.  Nicol,  Manchester. 

"  This  most  goodly  book." — Othello,  Act  iv.,  Scene  1. 
"  Valued  at  the  highest  rate." — Comedy  of  Errors,  Act  i. 
Scene  1. 

"  Much  surpassing  the  common." — Winter's  Tale,  Act  iii, 
Scene  1. 

"Manifests  the  true  knowledge." — Coriolanus,  Act  ii.,  Scene  2, 
— John  Austen,  Sheffield. 

Unique,  unrivalled,  and  inSispensable  to  every  business 
chemist.— F.  D.  CoGblan,  Mill  Hill,  N.W. 

Commenb  which  requires  no  further  comment.  Absolutely  the 
"  Enquire  Within  upon  Everything,"  and  no  answer  omitted. — ■ 
J.  Wright  Kirby,  Harlesden,  N.W. 

The  worth  of  that  is  that  which  it  contains. 

It  is  the  quality, 
And  bears  the  palm  alone, 
'lis  passing  good,  I  prithee  let  me  have  it. 

— James  Hayllar,  Hoddesdon,  Herts. 

Chamberlain  says,  '*  To  buyers  in  all  the  Britains  beyond  the 
Seas."  See  the  C."&  D.  Diary,  1904,  page  143.— W.  J.  Bakewell 
Price,  Oxted. 

"  Throw  physic  to  the  dogs."    In  the  present  year  of  grace 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  shows  this  is  not  the  case. 
(For  just  as  Bovril  has  it)  "  we  want  more  "  and  "  got  it,"  we 
In  the  known,  admitted,  and  approved  Diary  Formula?. 

—J.  N.  Choat,  Ilford. 

"  Read,  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest."  I  have  no  book  so 
useful.  It  serves  as  diary,  cash-book,  order,  stock,  quotation, 
prescription  (own  pretcribmgi  book,  and  blotter.  At  the  end  of 
year  it  serves  for  pasting  scraps  on  advertisement  leaves  on  all 
kinds  of  information.  I  spend  no  money  so  wisely.  I  would 
suggest  daily  quotations  on  self-help,  trade-maxims,  &c. — 
Edward  Blade,  Poulton-le-Fylde. 

"  A  friend  in  need  is  a  friend  indeed." — J.  Wilson,  Manchester 

May  this  be  the  worst  Diary  ever  issued  by  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  Then,  indeed,  will  the  rest  be  more  than  excellent.— 
Charles  A.  Critchley,  Blackburn. 

Should  a  diary  be  needed,  there  is  none  to  compare 
With  the  one  that  you  get  with  your  subscription  this  year. 
The  information  is  sound,  and  the  formulas  should 
Induce  new  subscribers  to  the  C.  &  D.'s  good. 

—  J.  Ford,  Sneinton. 

I  consider  the  illustrations,  printing,  paper,  and  get-up  of  the 
Diary,  with  the  mass  of  formulae  and  general  information,  better 
than  ever.  It  is  marvellous  how  you  can  supply  fifty-two  G.  d-  D.'s 
with  Diary  for  10s.— J.  F.  Collin,  Norwich. 

If  you  would  thrive  in  art  of  pharmacy, 
There's  one  thing  without  doubt  that  you  must  be, 
And  that's  a  good  compounder. 
To  gain  this  subtle  art  take  C.  &  D. ; 
ItB  Diary  gives  you  many  a  recipe, 
Than  which,  there  is  none  sounder. 
— Samuel  J.  Coles,  Halstead. 

The  useful  selection  of  formula?  in  the  C  <f-  D.  Diary,  1904,  is 
likely  to  be  of  great  assistance  to  chemists  in  complying  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Inland  Revenue.— E.  G.  Farnden,  Worthing, 

The  Whole  Diary. 

Not  clinging  to  some  ancient  law, 

Not  mastered  by  some  modern  term, 

Not  swift  nor  slow  to  change,  but  firm, 

And  in  its  season  bring  the  law  ; 

That  from  discussion's  lip  may  fall  , 

With  life,  that,  working  strongly,  binds— 

Set  in  all  lights  by  many  minds 

To  close  the  interests  of  all.  (Tennyson). 

— G.  Hys'op,  Glasgow. 

The  Diary,  1904. — "  Thou  wert  my  guide,  philosopher,  and 

friend."    Pope,  line  389.— Major  Hill,  Wisbech. 

Your  goodness,  Sir,  deserves  the  thanks  of  chemists  who  have  had 

The  Diary,  a  solace  true  when  things  were  serious,  also  sad. 

The  formula?  alone  are  worth  the  fee  we  eagerly  rc-new  ; 

Our  minds  are  eased  on  that  vexed  question — Inland  Revenue, 

— W.  Maskew,  Clacton-on-Sea, 

Thanks  very  much  for  the  lovelv  Diary  which  you  sent  me.  It 
is  the  best  diary  that  comes,  to  Wales,  and  will  only  be  excelled 
by  your  next  Diary.  I  am  sending  my  subscription  for  the 
coming  year  for  it ;  bad  policy  to  be  without  the  C.  &  D.  in  ft 
modern  chemist's  shop.— John  Thomas,  jun.,  Machynlleth. 

The  1804  Diary  is  a  standardised  concentrated  decoction  of  the 
jexr's  issue  of  the  C.  &  D.—J.  J.  Witten,  Sunderland. 
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Grafce  Botes, 


Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  k  Co.  propose  to  cele- 
brate the  semi-jubilee  of  the  foundation  of  their  business  by 
holding  an  historico-medical  and  pharmaceutical  exhibition 
in  London. 

Mr.  H.  Silverlock.  92  Blackfriars  Road,  S.E.,  prints  a 
series  of  labels,  of  which  the  following  are  examples  : 

Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary.  No  

No  


Pharmaceutical  Formulas. 

Similar  wording  is  put  on  circular  labels. 

A  Christmas  Card. — Mr.  J.  Young,  chemist,  Torquay, 
has  hit  upon  a  novel  Christmas-present  idea.  He  has  had  a 
number  of  address-cards  (to  tie  on  parcels)  printed  with  a 
seasonable  greeting  on  the  back.  These  the  sender  addresses 
to  the  particular  friend  he  or  she  wishes  to  favour,  and  Mr. 
Young  with  his  Devonshire-violet  perfume  does  the  rest. 

Messrs.  Edward  Cook  k  Co.  (Limited),  the  soap- 
specialists,  Bow,  E  ,  whose  advertisements  in  the  "  Strand 
Magazine"  were  placed  first  by  "Tit-Bits'"  competitors, 
have  presented  each  of  the  prize  winners  with  a  box 
of  their  soaps.  In  connection  with  this  they  make  an 
appropriate  announcement  to  the  trade  this  week,  so  that 
chemists  may  share  in  the  increased  demand  which  public 
attention  has  created. 

Dr.  Ridge's  Food  Company  have  forwarded  a  parcel  of 
their  food  to  a  great  number  of  children's  hospitals,  besides 
haviDg  sent  over  a  thousand  toys  to  "  Truth's  "  Toy  Fund  at 
Albert  Hall.  Particulars  of  a  bonus  scheme  which  holds 
good  during  January  will  be  found  in  our  advertisement 
pages.  An  order  for  Ridge's  food  amounting  to  not  less 
than  14s.  net,  and  a  window-display  for  fourteen  days,  en- 
title the  purchaser  to  one  dozen  6i.  tins  of  Ridge's  food 
(or  three  dozen  2d.  pickets)  free. 

Exposure  Record.— We  have  received  copies  of  the  1904 
edition  of  "  Wellcome's  Photographic-exposure  Record  and 
Diary."  The  publication  foLows  the  lines  of  previous  issues, 
but  several  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  literary 
matter  and  binding  The  Is.  edition  is  now  in  wallet  form, 
the  elastic  band  formerly  used  being:  dispensed  with.  The 
edition  de  luxe  is  now  priced  at  Is.  6d.  The  Northern  and 
Southern  Hemispheres  have  each  their  special  edition  :  but 
photographic  chemists  should  note  that  the  Northern  edition 
is  sent  unless  the  Southern  is  indicated. 

"The  Doctor,"  by  Luke  Fildes,  RA.  —  Two  weeks  ago 
a  subscriber  wrote  to  us  in  regard  to  the  use  of  this  well- 
known  picture  as  an  advertisement,  and  we  informed  him 
that  the  copyright  belongs  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Agnew  &  Sons, 
39i>.  Old  Bond  Street,  W.  That  firm  now  tells  us  that  the 
picture  has  been  extensively  reproduced  in  America,  and 
from  time  to  time  pirated  copies  have  been  imported  into 
the  United  Kingdom  either  as  engravings  or  for  use  as 
advertisements.  Large  numbers  of  these  copies  have  been 
seized,  and  injunctions  obtained  against  the  importers. 
Electrotypes  of  the  picture  have  recently  been  offered  to 
chemists  in  the  United  Kingdom  by  several  American 
electrotype  manufacturing  firms,  and  it  was  to  one  of  these 
that  our  cautious  subscriber  referred.  There  is  no  question 
that  the  use  of  these  electrotypes  by  any  person  without 
Messrs.  Thomas  Agnew  &  Sons'  express  authority  is  an 
infringement  of  the  Copyright  Act. 

A  Unique  Competition,  instituted  by  the  proprietors  of 
Wright's  coal-tar  soap,  has  just  been  decided.  The  prize 
competition  was  unique  as  being  for  the  wives  and  daughters 
of  registered  chemists  only,  and  is  interesting  in  that  it  has 
revealed  an  immense  amount  of  advertising  skill  in  the 
pharmaceutical  helpmates  of  this  country.  Certain  quota- 
tions were  supplied  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney 
(Limited),  to  which  additional  wording  suitable  for  adver- 
tising Wright's  coal-tar  soap  had  to  be  tacked.  The  com- 
petition brought  quite  an  avalanche  of  suggestions,  and  the 
merit  of  contributions  was  such  that  the  adjudicators 
(Messrs.  Street  &  Co.,  Limited)  advised  that  six  consolation 


prizes  be  added  to  the  three  prizes  originally  promised.  The 
following  is  the  prize  list : 

(1st)  Miss  Ida  Rutter,  Newlands  Park  Pharmacy,  Syden- 
ham, S.E. 

(2nd)  Mrs.  E.  Butler,  215  Fosse  Read,  North  Leicester. 
(3rd)  Mrs.  Hunter,  Courtfield  Gardens  North,  Warwick  Road, 
Carlisle. 

Consolation. 

Miss  N.  Dorothy  Rutter,  Newlands  Park  Pharmacy,  Syden- 
ham, S.E. 

Mrs.  John  Francis,  16  Palace  Gates  Road,  Alexandra  Park,  N. 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Wells,  41  Stone  Street,  Maidstone. 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Dunn,  3  Imperial  Buildings,  London  Road,  Forest 
Hill.  S.E. 

Mrs.  A.  Jones,  38  King  Street,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 
Miss  Mabel  Pears,  16  Brunswick  Road,  Hove. 

We  have  been  favoured  with  a  sight  of  the  competing 
papers,  and  note  that  most  of  the  competitors  have  treated 
the  subject  in  a  poetic  manner,  combined  in  some  cases  with 
pictorial  effects.  The  advertisement  sent  in  by  Miss  Ida 
Rutter  is  noticeable  for  a  capital  design  for  a  poster  to 
illustrate  the  words  "  An  honest  tale  speeds  be.st  being 
plainly  told,"  to  which  the  competitor  has  added  the  words 
•'  Wright's  coal-tar  soap  gives  health  to  young  and  old." 
Two  women  in  poke  bonnets  and  red  cloaks  are  (as  the 
setting  shows)  telling  the  advantages  of  their  favourite  soap. 
A  quaint  "  Tom  Browne "  landscape  and  poster-colouring 
give  effect  to  the  design.  Mrs.  Butler's  contribution  con- 
sists of  pretty  rhymes  in  extension  of  the  quotations  pro- 
vided. One  of  these  (which  we  quote)  is  particularly  happy, 
and  probably  influenced  the  judges  in  awarding  the  second 
prize : 

Double,  double,  toil  and  trouble, 
Life  with  most  is  but  a  muddle. 
Don't  despair,  but  live  in  hope, 
And  always  use  "  Wright's  coal-tar  soap." 

Mrs.  Hunter,  who  gets  the  third  prize,  is  also  a  rhymester. 
Miss  Dorothy  Rutter  and  Miss  Mabel  Pears,  who  are  amongst 
the  winners  of  consolation  prizes,  treat  the  subject  pictorial ly. 
With  the  exception  of  two  of  the  consolation-prize  winners 
(as  to  whom  we  are  doubtful)  all  the  prize-takers  are  the 
wives  or  daughters  of  subscribers  to  the  C.  4'  D 

A  Useful  Card  dealing  with  liability  and  non-liability 
has  been  published  by  Messrs.  Potter  k  Clarke,  60-64  Artillery 
Lane,  London,  E.    The  card  contains  the  following  list  of 

Non-iluiiablc  Titles. 


Alterative  compound 
Antiseptic  pastilles 
Aperient  pills 
Astringeut  mixture 
Bile-pills 
Blood-mixture 
Blood-pills 

Blood  and  stomach  pills 
Brain  and  nerve  essence 
Bronchial  lozenge 
Chest-liniment 
Chest  and  lung  lozenges 
Children's  powders 
Cooling-powders 
Digestive  candy 
Ear  drops 
Eye-lotion 
Eye  ointment 
Female  pills 

Female  corrective  powder 

Female  restorative  powder 

Gastric  tablets 

Head  pills 

Head  and  liver  pills 

Head  and  stomach  pills 

Head,  stomach,  and  liver  pills 

Hepatic  (.nils 

Infants'  powders 

Kidney-mixture 

Kidney-pills 

Kidney- plaster  3 

Kidney-tablets 

Laxative  m  xture 

Liver-lozenges 

Liver-mixtures 


Liver-granules 

Liver-pearls 

Liver-pills 

Liver  and  blood  pills 

Liver  and  kidney  mixture 

Liver  and  stomach  mixture 

Liver  and  stomach  pills 

Lung  mixture 

Nerve-mixture 

Nerve-pills 

Nerve-powders 

Nervine  tincture 

Nipple  lotion 

Pectoral  lozenges 

Pulmonary  mixture 

Skin-lotion 

Skin-ointment 

Stomach- mixture 

Stomach-pills 

Stomach- powders 

Stomach  and  liver  mixture 

Stomach  and  liver  pills 

Stomachic  pills 

Soothing-syrup 

Throat  gargle 

Throat-gargle  and  mouth-wash 

Tbroat  and  chest  liniment 

Throat-lozenges 

Throat-mixture 

Throat-pastilles 

Throat-pigment 

Throat-tablets 

Tonic  mixture 

Tooth  and  nerve  drop3 

Tooth-essence 


Messrs.  P  tter  &  Clarke  will  send  a  copy  of  the  card  (wh'c'a 
is  9^  inches  by  7  inches)  to  any  chemist  who  sends  them  a 
postcard  request  for  it. 
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An  Edinburgh  Smoker. 

On  December  23  the  students  of  the  Edinburgh  Central 
School  of  Pharmacy  v,  ere  entertained  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie, 
the  principal,  at  a  smoking-coneert  held  in  the  Clarendon 
Hotel,  Princes  Street.  There  was  a  full  attendance  of 
students.  Mr.  Cowie  presided,  and  in  a  few  introductory 
remarks  said  he  believed  that  students  going  up  for  an  ex- 
amination applied  themselves  too  closely,  and  that  the  strain 
that  was  kept  up  till  the  day  of  the  examination  unfitted 
them,  physically  as  well  as  mentally,  to  pass  through  the 
ordeal  successfully.  He  believed  that  an  evening's  enter- 
tainment such  as  they  hoped  to  have  that  evening  would 
prove  to  be  a  healthy  break  in  the  monotony,  and  that  they 
would  find  it  had  been  beneficial  in  the  following,  week,  when 
they  submitted  themselves  for  examination.  He  wished  to 
clear  away  a  delusion  which  some  of  them  might  labour  under, 
and  tell  them  that  the  examiners  were  anxious  to  do  what 
they  could  to  assist  them  and  to  find  that  they  had  been 
successful.  During  the  evening  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  and 
Dr.  George  Coull  joined  the  party,  after  the  pharmaceutical 
meeting  was  over,  and  made  appropriate  remarks,  which  were 
heartily  received  by  the  students.  Vocal  and  instrumental 
music  and  recitations  were  contributed  by  members  of  the 
company,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening's  entertainment  con- 
cluded with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  "  Auld 
lang  syne."  One  of  the  students,  who  sang  "  There's  a 
land,"  interpolated  a  topical  stanza  relating  to  the  school 
which  was  much  appreciated. 

A  Silver- wedding  Celebration. 

The  employes  of  Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited),  to  mark 
the  occasion  of  their  silver  wedding,  presented  Mr  and  Mrs. 
John  Murison  on  December  16  with  a  massive  silver  tea-and- 
coffee  service  with  solid  silver  tray,  and  an  illuminated 
address  in  album  form.  A  large  party,  comprising  members 
of  the  office  staff,  branch  managers,  and  others,  assembled 
in  the  board-room  of  the  new  offices  and  warehouses  in 
Harwood  Street,  Kentish  Town,  where  for  some  time  before 
the  ceremony  the  plate  and  address  were  on  view.  In 
making  the  presentation,  Mr.  Steeples,  of  the  Richmond 
branch,  the  oldest  manager  in  the  company's  service,  said  it 
gave  him  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good 
teeliDg  which  existed  between  Mr.  Murison  and  the  staff. 
He  believed  that,  with  but  three  exceptions,  every  employe 
had  contributed  to  the  beautiiul  and  appropriate  gifts,  and 
that  they  were  the  whole-hearted  offerings  of  the  servants  of 
the  company.  Mr.  Murison's  perseverance  and  abilities  were 
well  known  to  most  of  them  ;  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his 
tact  and  industry  that  Parke's  Drug-stores  had  become  a 
household  word  in  London  districts.  Mr.  Steeples  concluded 
by  reading  the  address  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murison,  whiVh  was 
signed  by  108  members  of  the  staff.  Miss  Mills,  the  chief 
cashier,  who  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  company  fcr 
over  ten  years,  then  handed  the  address  to  Mrs.  Murison, 
and,  in  doing  so,  feelingly  remarked  on  her  association  with 
the  business.  She  could  recall  the  day  when  the  company's 
first  shop  was  opened,  and  she  had  seen  the  business  grow 
to  its  present  large  dimensions.  On  behalf  of  the  cashiers 
and  the  clerks  in  her  depaitment.  she  offered  most  hearty 
congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M  urison.  Mr.  Murison,  on 
rising  to  acknowledge  the  gifts,  was  heartily  greeted,  and 
speaking  under  the  stress  of  feeling,  thanked  Mr.  Steeples 
and  Miss  Mills  for  the  kind  things  they  had  said,  and  ex- 
pressed the  great  pleasure  of  Mrs.  Murison  and  himself  in 
receiving  such  splendid  gifts.  They  would,  he  said,  value 
the  service  of  plate  not  merely  for  its  intrinsic  worth,  but 
because  of  its  as-cciations,  and  because  it  was  the  unanimous 
giitof  his  co-workers,  and,  with  the  address,  it  would  be 
handed  down  in  his  family  as  an  heirloom  to  be  proud  of. 
He  trusted  that  the  occasion  of  their  coming  t<  gether  in  a 
new  relationship  would  be  fruitful  of  good,  and  that  there 
would  grow  out  of  it  a  higher  ideal  of  duty,  and  a  firmer 
determination  to  serve  the  important  interests  committed  to 
their  charge.  The  company  then  spent  a  pleasant  hour 
together  socially. 


The  "  Extract  "  Dinner. 

The  annual  Christmas  entertainment  to  the  employes  of 
Messrs.  Newball  &  Mason,  manufacturers  of  herb-extracts, 
took  place  on  December  30,  at  the  works  in  Nottingham. 
The  toast-list  was  commei  ddbly  br'ef,  being  confined  to  the. 
loyal  and  patriotic  toasts,  but  the  entertainment  programme 
is  always  a  mammoth  affair.  This  year  there  were  thirty-one 
items  on  the  programme,  mainly  songs,  but  there  was  besides 
a  duet  from  "  Erminie  "  and  an  interlude,  "  Chuck  !  chuck  1 " 
The  programme,  printed  at  Newball  &  Mason's  own  printing 
department,  is,  if  anything,  an  advance  on  the  elegant  efforts 
of  previous  years.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  T.  Mason, 
and  Mr.  B.  Deaville  was  Vice-Chairman. 

A  Southall  Dinner. 

Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  Birming- 
ham, gave  their  annual  dinner  to  the  various  representatives 
and  heads  of  departments  at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  Birmingham 
on  Tuesday,  December  28.  Mr.  Thomas  Barclay  (chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors)  presided,  and  the  vice-chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  Alfied  Southall.  All  the  other  director^ 
were  also  present.  Mr.  W.  H.  Lang  (South  African  repre- 
sentative of  the  company),  having  within  the  week  returned 
from  a  four  years' journey  in  South  Africa,  took  the  oppor 
tunity  of  giving  some  of  his  experiences  during  the  second' 
period  of  the  war.  He  left  England  on  his  return  to  *outh- 
Africa  on  the  day  Ladysmith  was  relieved.  His  object  was 
to  get  to  Johannesburg,  but  he  was  refused  permission  time 
after  time.  Finding,  however,  that  a  traveller  not  of  British 
nationality,  and  represent  ng  a  foreign  house,  had  obtained 
permission,  he  wrote  from  Port  Elizabeth  to  his  wife,  who 
was  abeady  there  (having  volunteered  for  some  work  under 
the  Government),  a  very  strong  letter  condemning  the  action 
of  the  military  authorities.  This  letter — as  he  intended  it 
to  be — was  censored,  and  there  was  some  talk  of  deporting 
him  to  St.  Helena  for  his  audacity.  Although  not  arrested, 
he  had  to  report  himself  twice  daily  to  the  military  Com- 
mandant, and  was  not  allowed  to  leave  his  hotel  without 
informing  the  proprietor  where  he  was  going,  and  wbat- 
time  he  would  return  ;  but  within  a  week  he  obtained  his. 
permit.  On  his  arrival  he  was  informed  he  would  have  to 
join  the  Rand  Rifles,  and  was  ordered  to  go  on  parade  at 
six  o'clock  the  next  morning  After  three  mornings'  drill 
he  got  an  exemption.  Mr.  Lang  explained  that  one  could 
scarcely  move  in  Johannesburg  without  showing  a  permit. 
In  Klerksdorp,  where  he  went  later,  he  found  one  night  that 
the  English  mail  went  out  next  morning: 

"  I  sat  up  in  my  hotel  to  write  my  letters,"  he  said,  11  and  was 
busy,  when  there  was  a  knock  at  the  door.  I  said,  '  Come  in '  ; 
and  someone  said,  'Open  this  door  !  '  It  was  the  sort  of  voice  one 
obeys  at  once,  and  I  opened  the  door  to  find  a  sergeant  He 
wanted  my  permit  to  burn  a  light ;  of  course,  I  hadn't  one,  so  he 
said,  '  Come  along  to  the  guard-room.'  I  was  in  my  pyjamas,  and 
wanted  to  dress,  but  be  would  only  let  me  stop  to  put  on  my 
coat.  We  went  out  and  knocked  up  the  Commandant — it  was 
about  a  quarter  to  one  in  the  morning — and  he  lectured  me  on. 
the  iniquities  of  burning  a  light,  and  fined  me  51.  Well,  I  don't 
carry  51.  notes  in  mj  pyjamas,  so  the  sergeant  had  to  go  back  to 
the  hotel  before  I  was  released.  In  the  morning  Colonel 
Coleridge  sent  for  me  again,  said  he  had  been  obliged  to  fine  me 
as  a  matter  of  form,  and  then  remitted  the  51." 

Mr.  Lang  next  spoke  about  the  delays  in  transport  of  goods 
at  that  time,  and  after  his  speech  there  were  songs  and 
other  speeches,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  directors  was  proposed  by  Mr.  H.  E.  Thompson, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  C  E.  Naish. 


Saving  the  Glass. 

To  avoid  customers  scratching  glass  of  counter-cases  with 
their  money  and  yet  not  to  obscure  view  of  case-contems. 
place  the  glass  from  the  top  of  a  three-dozen  Id.  vhlet- 
powder  box  on  the  counter  where  they  generally  put  ther 
cash. 

To  Cut  Inland  Revenue  Stamps. 
Fold  the  361.  sheet  so  that  the  strong  black  lines  coincide 
Then,  by  looking  through  the  folded  sheet,  it  will  be  seei 
that  the  lines  of  the  stamps  also  coincide,  and  they  may 
then  be  cut  four  at  a  time.  It  will  be  found  in  practice 
however,  that  it  is  better  to  divide  the  sheet  in  half,  and 
only  cut  two  at  once 
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IRow  anfc  Gben. 

The  Scope  of  the  "Special  Exemptions"  of  the 
Medicine=stamp  Acts. 

fPHE  statute  law  relating  to  chargeability  of  medicines 
J-  with  stamp-duty  has  hitherto  been  administered 
exclusively  as  an  instrument  of  taxation  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  all  medicines  held  out  or  recommended  as 
remedial  agents  are  on  that  account  chargeable  with  stamp- 
duty.  The  administration  of  the  Acts  has  consequently 
been  a  continual  source  of  inconvenience  and  annoyance  to 
chemists  and  druggists.  But  the  matter  has  at  lerjgth 
reached  a  crucial  position  in  consequence  of  the  authoritative 
recognition  that,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Acts, 
and  excepting  the  case  of  proprietary  medicine  which  is 
unconditionally  chargeable,  chargeability  or  the  converse 
is  not  determined  by  recommendation  of  medicine,  but  by 
the  vendor  of  it  being  qualified  for  the  business  or  not  so 
qualified. 

That  construction  of  the  Acts — now  definitively  established 
by  the  judgment  of  the  High  Court  last  April— was  spoken 
of  at  the  time  as  being  a  "most  momentous  decision," 
inasmuch  as  it  threw  a  new  light  upon  the  Acts  and  gave 
effect  to  some  of  their  provisions  that  had  been  previously 
overlooked  or  misunderstood.  The  oversight  on  the  part  of 
chemists  and  druggists  is  remarkable,  especially  since  the 
provisions  of  the  Acts  have  obviously  been  drafted  with 
complete  comprehension  of  the  nature  of  the  chemist  and 
druggist's  business  ;  with  full  appreciation  of  the  difference 
between  that  business  and  the  trade  in  occult  proprietary 
panaceas  ;  as  well  as  with  practical  recognition  that  the 
taxing  provisions  relating  to  the  latter  articles  are  inapplic- 
able in  the  case  of  persons  specially  qualified  to  deal  in 
drugs  and  medicines.  Even  in  the  earliest  stage  of  the 
enactments  chemists  and  druggists  were  classed  among  the 
privileged  persons  to  whom  the  taxing  provisions  were  not 
to  apply.  Evidently,  therefore,  the  Medicine- stamp  Acts 
require  to  be  regarded  in  a  broader  sense  than  that  apper- 
taining to  thsir  administration  as  an  instrument  of  taxation. 

The  Acts  have,  from  their  inception  in  1733,  been  specially 
directed  against  the  sale  and  the  use  of  such  medicines  as 
lie  outside  the  limits  of  recognised  practice  of  the  medical 
art.  In  that  respect  they  were  certainly  designed  to  apply 
in  restriction  of  the  trade  in  secret  remedies  appealing, 
without  authority,  to  popular  credulity.  The  medicine- 
stamp  is,  in  fact,  the  bend  sinister  indicating  that  a  medi- 
cine bearing  it  has  not  the  sanction  of  medical  authority 
and  that  it  belongs  to  irregular  practice.  But  the  legisla- 
tion was  obviously  never  intended  to  interfere  with  recognised 
practice  in  any  deportment  of  the  medical  art.  On  the 
contrary,  the  intention  evident  throughout  the  somewhat 
cumbersome  provisions  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  is  to 
distinguish  and  safeguard  regular  practice  by  converse  pro- 
tective provisions.  That  intention  is  especially  evident  in 
the  advantage  given  to  chemists  and  druggists  as  the  proptr 
vendors  of  medicine. 

The  apparent  failure  of  chemists  and  druggists  to  appre- 
ciate that  advantage  does  not,  however,  invalidate  their 
statutory  position  under  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts.  To  a 
great  extent  the  oversight  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
circumstance  that,  until  within  a  comparatively  recent 
period,  chemists  and  druggists  did  not  possess  corporate 
organisation  or  special  statutory  qualification.  Differences 
of  opinion  may  also  have  contributed,  and  may  still  be 
sufficient  to  require  reconciliation  ;  for  the  satisfaction  with 
which  the  recent  judgment  was  regarded  by  many,  as 
rendering  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  a  possible  palladium  of 


pharmaceutical  interests,  was,  strangely  enough,  accom- 
panied by  an  almost  hysteric  shriek  of  dissent,  declaring 
that  the  advantage  then  gained  was  merely  a  Pyrrhic 
victory  1 

Under  those  circumstances,  further  consideration  of  this 
vexed  subject  is  still  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
any  uncertainty  that  may  be  supposed  to  exist  as  to  the 
purport  of  the  exempting  provisions  of  the  Acts  and  as  to 
the  significance  of  the  recent  judgments. 

In  the  first  place,  attention  must  be  directed  to  the 
language  of  the  "  special  exemptions."  They  specify,  with 
almost  painful  particularity,  the  things,  as  well  as  the 
persons,  to  which  the  taxing-provisions  do  not  apply.  Those 
things  are  therein  defined  as  "  medicinal  drugs,  meriicated 
or  chemical  preparations  or  compositions,  or  other  ingre- 
dients bearing  different  denominations  or  having  different 
properties,  qualities,  virtues,  or  efficacies."  They  are,  in 
fact,  the  articles  which,  with  their  official  p-eparations. 
constitute  the  ordinary  pharmaceutical  stock-in-trade  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist.  As  such  they  are  the  materials  from 
which  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved  "  medicines  are 
prepared  for  various  curative  purposes ;  that  being  the 
particular  business  of  chemists  and  druggists.  But  added 
to  the  above-mentioned  comprehensive  enumeration  of 
ingredients,  there  is  the  more  general  statement  that  "  all 
mixtures,  compositions,  or  preparations  whatsoever  "  of  the 
specified  materials  are  exempt  from  stamp-duty  when  sold 
by  any  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  taxing-provisions  of  the 
Acts  do  not  apply,  chemists  and  druggists  being  among  the 
number. 

The  category  of  medicinal  preparations  conditionally 
exempt  from  stamp-duty — ic,  when  sold  by  a  specially- 
qualified  person — is,  of  course,  as  comprehensive  as,  and  co- 
extensive with,  the  category  of  preparations  that  are 
chargeable  with  stamp-duty.  That  is  necessary  for  the 
special  purpose  of  the  Acts.  Consequently  both  categories 
equally  comprise  '  all  preparations  whatsoever"  that  are 
compounded  with  or  prepared  from  medicinal  drugs,  &c.,  as 
remedies  for  the  prevention,  relief,  or  cure  of  human  ail- 
ments. The  only  difference  is  in  regard  to  the  co  dition 
of  sale.  Chargeability  with  stamp-duty  or  the  converse  is 
determined,  in  regard  to  all  msdicines  which  are  not  pro- 
prietary, by  the  vendor  being  qualified  or  not :  all  proprie- 
tary medicines  are  unconditionally  chargeable,  whether  the 
seller  be  qualified  or  not.  The  misunderstanding  that  has 
prevailed  so  long  has  been  entirely  due  to  confounding 
those  three  different  conditions. 

In  the  elaborate  definition  of  ths  medicines  that  are  not 
chargeable  with  stamp-duty  when  sold  by  chemists  and 
druggists,  there  is  not  a  word  about  the  formula?  they  are 
made  by,  nor  is  thera  any  suggestion  that  publication  of  a 
formula,  or  reference  to  a  formula,  is,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  a  condition  requisite  for  making  a 
medicine  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved."  Whoever  may 
have  cancsived  the  notion  that  immunity  from  stamp-duty 
has  anything  to  do  with  particular  formula?  is  certainly  en- 
titled to  monumental  distinction  for  the  faculty  indicated  by 
that  extraordinary  conception.  It  is  palpably  inconsistent, 
with  the  exemption  of  "  all  mixtures,  compositions,  or  pre- 
parations whatsoever,"  and  nothing  of  that  kind,  or  relating 
to  disclosure  of  composition  or  of  ingredients,  can  be  ex- 
tracted from  the  language  of  the  Acts. 

Consequently,  the  collection  of  formula?  made  during  the 
past  few  months,  with  much  expenditure  of  compositors' 
labour,  printing-ink,  and  paper,  though  of  extraordinary 
interest,  is  quite  superfluous  in  regard  to  the  chargeability 
of  medicines  with  stamp-duty,  t  he  more  reasonable  cor- 
clusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  languige  cf  the  "  special' 
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exemptions,"  is  that  "all  mixtures,  &c,  of  medicinal  drugs, 
&C,  and  all  such  preparations  whatsoever,"  are  "known, 
admitted,  and  approved  "  medicines  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  whenever  they  are  supplied  by  a 
person  specially  qualified  for  that  duty.  That  conclusion  is 
also  perfectly  in  accord  with,  and  deducible  from,  the  general 
purpose  of  the  Acts,  the  provisions  of  which  have  always 
placed  chemists  and  druggists  entirely  outside  the  scope  of 
the  Acts  in  the  exercise  of  their  business  as  specially 
qualified  persons.  That  view  of  the  matter  is  further 
authoritatively  supported  by  the  recent  High  Court 
judgments. 

The  importance  attaching  to  qualification  of  the  vendor 
of  medicine  is,  in  fact,  the  most  interesting  feature  of  the 
High  Court  judgment  in  the  case  relating  to  ammoniated 
tincture  cf  quinine.  That  condition  is,  for  the  first  time, 
-held  to  be  essential  in  regard  to  the  converse  purpose  of  the 
Acts,  authorising  a  recommendation  of  medicine  that  would 
be  otherwise  within  the  scope  of  their  provisions.  The 
position  thus  established  is  consistent  with  the  specific 
provisions  of  the  Acts ;  it  is  also  consistent  with  the 
nature  of  a  chemist  and  druggist's  business — viz.,  to  supply 
drugs  and  medicines ;  to  prepare  and  compound  them,  as  his 
special  knowledge  and  skill  enables  him,  according  to 
accepted  rules  of  dosage ;  also  to  give  directions  for  the  use 
of  medicines,  and  information  concerning  the  particular 
curative  purposes  for  which  they  are  applicable  as  remedial 
agents, 

Consequently  the  use  of  ailment-names  as  well  as  the 
names  of  particular  organs  of  the  body,  on  labels,  is 
necessary  in  the  ordinary  exercise  of  the  business— not, 
indeed,  as  a  concession  or  by  permission  of  the  authorities 
charged  with  administering  the  Acts  as  an  instrument  of 
taxation,  but  in  virtue  of  their  hitherto  overlooked  con- 
verse provisions — viz.,  tbe  "special  exemptions  "  which  take 
cognisance  of  the  proper  functions  of  chemists  and  druggists, 
give  them  freedom  of  action,  according  to  the  obligations  of 
their  calling,  and  enable  them  to  do  that  which  would  be 
improper  for  persons  not  specially  qualified.  For  instance, 
the  use  of  ailment-names,  Sec,  in  that  way,  on  labels,  as  indi- 
cations of  the  uses  to  which  medicines  are  applicable, 
according  to  the  "different  properties,  qualities,  virtues,  or 
efficacies"  of  their  it  gredients,  is  veiy  different  from  recom- 
■mendation  of  nostrums  or  proprietary  medicines  by  their 
"  owners,  proprietors,  makers,  compounders,  original  or  first 
vendors."*  But  in  the  sale  of  medicines  "  known,  admitted, 
and  approved  "  within  the  meaning  of  the  Medicine-stamp 
Acts,  recommendation  of  them  is  exclusively  the  privilege 
of.  specially  qualified  persons. 

The  decision  in  tbe  Sanguinetti  case  does  not  really  con- 
flict, as  has  been  too  hastily  supposed,  with  that  in  the 
ammoniated-tincturt)  ot'-quinine  case,  because  "pure  gum 
pastilles"  were  not  proved  to  be,  and  possibly  were  not,  a 
"known,  admitted,  and  approved"  remedy  for  influenza. 
Bailing  that  proof  the  article  was  regarded  as  proprietary, 
and,  as  the  Lord  Oaief  Justice  remarked,  the  word 
"influenza"  wa<  to  be  understood  as  meaning  that  the 
pastilles  were  "  good  for  influenza,  " — i.e.,  held  out  or  recom- 
mended as  a  recne  'y  f  or  that  ailment  and  chargeable  as  a 
proprietary  with  stamp-duty. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  afford 
no  indication  of  h  iving  been  designed  in  any  way  to  hamper 
the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  or  to  interfere  with  it 
even  to  the  extent  o   enabltog  him  to  save  three- halfpence 

,  *  Those  terms  are  now  held  to  be  severally  equivalent,  and  to 
denote  the  particular  persons  having  or  claiming  special  pro- 
prietary interest,  in  medicines,  over  and  above  that  of  the  chattel- 
ownership  of  a  vendor  in  any  article  he  sells. 

> 


on  a  shillingsworth  of  medicine.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Acts  compel  the  purchasing  public  to  pay  that  much  more 
to  an  unqualified  vendor  than  they  would  have  to  pay  a 
chemist  and  druggist  for  the  same  article,  because  the 
former  can  only  sell  the  medicine  with  a  stamp,  whereas,  in 
the  case  of  the  latter,  the  medicine  would  not  be  charge- 
able with  the  stamp-duty  of  three-halfpence.  In  the  public 
interest  the  Legislature  has  made  the  qualification  of 
chemists  and  druggists  more  definite  than  it  was  in  1783; 
but  that  circumstance  does  not  constitute  a  reason  for 
present  departure  from  the  sound  principle  recognised  in  the 
Medicine- stamp  Acts  as  essential  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
medicines.    (29/30 ) 


flDr.  Boot  Hooreeses  flD.p.s. 


f~pHE  following  is  the  text  of  a  circular  which  has  been 
J.    addressed  to  members  of  the  House  of  Commons : 

ATTEMPTED  MONOPOLY  IN  THE  DRUG-TRADE. 
Pharmacv  Act  Amendment  Bill,  1903. 

The  above  Bill,  containing  a  clause  (No.  7)  which  would  enforce 
a  directorate  composed  solely  of  qualified  chemists  upon  the 
board  of  directors  of  stores  (like  the  Army  and  Navy)  or  any 
limited  company  carrying  on  business  a3  chemists  and  druggists, 
is,  I  understand,  to  be  reintroduced  next  Session.  The  promoters 
are  trying  to  pledge  members  to  support  the  Bill,  bub  I  feel  sure 
that  if  its  effect  was  clearly  explained  to  each  member  such  a  Bill 
will  receive  no  support. 

It  is  only  by  misrepresenting  its  effects  that  the  promoters  can 
gain  supporters,  and  I  trust  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
will  not  pledge  themselves  outright  to  vote  for  the  Bill  next 
Session  without  hearing  both  sides  of  the  question. 

As  a  sample  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  is  being  promoted, 
I  might  say  that  ltst  Se-ision  the  honourable  member  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  was  deliberately  misled  by  the  promoters  into  believing 
that  this  clause  only  required  one  member  of  the  directorate  of 
such  companies  to  be  a  qualified  chemist,  whereas  the  Bill  is 
(cunningly)  worded  to  require  that  every  such  director  muht  be  a 
qualified  chemist. 

The  purpose  of  the  present  will  be  served  if  you  will  be  gool 
enough  to  consider  the  point  above  mentioned  before  definitely 
promising  any  private  chemist  or  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  vote  for  the  Bill. 

There  are  other  clauses  of  the  Bill  mo3t  detrimental  to  the 
public  interest,  on  which  I  should  like  to  write  you  more  fully  as 
soon  as  the  Bill  is  before  the  House. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Jesse  Boot, 

December,  1903,  Chairman. 

On  the  fly-leaf  of  the  circular  is  a  list  of  some  of  the 
members  of  tbe  Drug  Companies'  Association  (Limited), 
viz.,  The  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative  Society  (Limited), 
Harrod's  Stores  (Limited),  Spiers  &  Pond  (Limited), 
Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Limited)  (four  companies), 
Boots'  Pure  Drug  Company  (Limited),  Civil  Service  Co- 
operative Society  (Limited),  Junior  Army  and  Navy  Stores 
(Limited),  Taylor's  Drug  Company  (Limited),  Leeds.  Civil 
Service  Supply  Association,  Henry  Hodder  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Bristol,  Parke's  Diug  Stores  (Limited),  Household  Stores 
Association,  Mam  hester,  Sussex  Drug  Company  (Limited), 
Inman's  Stores  (Limited),  Edinburgh,  Waller  &  Riley 
(Limited),  Bolton.  Oxford  Drug  Company  (Limited),  Oxford, 
F.  Spite  &  Co  (Limited),  Glasgow,  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug 
Company  (Limited),  Hull  Drug  Company  (Limited), 
Martyn's  Stores  (Limited),  Wolverhampton,  Fannin  &  Co. 
(Limited).  Dublin.  Mason  &  Co.  (Limited),  South-Shields,  and 
William  Dobbin  &  Co.  (Limited),  Belfast.  It  is  added  that 
"Some  of  the  above  companies  have  each  nearly  100 
branches,  whilst  others  (such  as  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores) 
serve  an  immense  number  of  customers,  and  do  a  huge  busi- 
ness in  a  single  establishment." 


Pbotectyl,  recommended  as  a  preventive  against  venereal 
infedion,  contains  as  its  main  ingredient  salicylate  of  mercury.— 

Medical  Times. 

The  exports  of  turpentine  and  tar  oil  from  Archangel  more 
than  doubled  during  190?,  but  as  yet  the  shipments  are  insig- 
nificant :  they  amounted  to  2,031  cwt.,  against  926  cwt.  in  lyOl. 
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©bsenrations  anfc  IReflectione. 

By  Xeayser. 


The  Sun-spots, 

we  are  told  on  scientific  authority,  accounted 
for  the  clouds  and  the  record  rain  of  1903,  and  thence,  by- 
only  one  step  further,  for  some  part  of  the  bad  business 
which,  I  fear,  generally  characterised  the  year — at  least,  in 
the  drug-trade.  I  am  aware  that  the  official  figures  of 
British  trade  present  a  cheerful  aspect,  but  the  increasing 
millions  of  turnover  which  they  record  are  very  remote  from 
the  daily  life  and  weekly  balances  of  the  retail  pharmacist. 
Making  full  allowance  for  natural  and  acquired  pessimism, 
his  complaints  of  the  past  twelve  months — which,  if  not 
loud,  are  deep  and  widespread — are,  I  am  afraid,  more 
justified  than  is  often  the  case.  Several  wholesale  drug- 
gists have  told  me,  with  curious  unanimity,  that  their 
customers'  accounts  have  been  this  year  almost  universally 
smaller,  and  their  eagerness  to  pay  them  less  obvious,  than 
in  previous  years.  It  does  not  need  proving  that  a  little 
shrinkage  in  the  drug-account  means  much  in  a  trade  which 
depends  largely  on  the  conversion  of  those  little  parcels  of 
drugs  into  elegant  bottles  of  medicine.  The  year,  it  is 
said,  was  a  singularly  healthy  one — bad  for  the  physic- 
trade  ;  it  contained  very  few  thirsty  days — bad  for  the 
syphon-trade ;  and  the  public  were  still  staggering  from  the 
repeated  blows  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — bad 
for  every  kind  of  luxury-business. 

And  Yet, 

probably,  the  discouragement  which  prevailed  this 
Christmastide  was  exaggerated.  Take,  as  an  example,  the 
aerated-water  section  of  the  business.  Undoubtedly  that 
must  have  suffered  from  the  cold  and  wet  summer,  and  I 
was  curious  to  find  out  to  what  extent.  I  therefore  asked 
five  chemists,  in  quite  different  localities,  to  tell  me  by  what 
percentage  their  syphon-trade  had  fallen  below  the  average. 
They  were  all  sure  it  had  been  "  very  considerably," 
"  seriously,"  "  shockingly  "  affected,  and  the  reports  of  the 
manufacturing  companies  which  have  been  published  have 
emphasised  the  same  impression.  One  of  my  friends  has 
remained  content  with  his  vague  assurances,  but  the  other 
four  have  counted.  In  no  case  did  thd  drop  reich  10  per 
cent. :  it  varied  from  7|  to  9  per  cent.  This  may  or  may 
not  be  a  general  average;  if  it  is,  it  shows  how  largely 
independent  of  weather  the  consumption  of  aerated  waters 
has  become. 

If  the  "C.  &  D.'s"  Wireless  Report 

of  the  conversation  at 
Somerset  House  between  "  the  deputation  "  and  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue's  representatives  is  anywhere  near  accuracy 
there  is  not  much  in  it  to  be  thankful  for.  A  win  for  the 
wholesalers  must  mean  the  extension,  in  administration,  of 
the  exemption  which  the  Act  reserves  to  certain  indicated 
persons,  apprenticed  chemists  and  druggists  amoDg  others. 
It  may  be  said  that  there  was  no  other  concession  left  to 
ask  for.  All  that  chemists  could  fairly  expect  had  been 
already  granted.  In  that  case,  why  ask  for  anything  ?  They 
also  serve  who  only  stand  and  wait.  It  was  still  an  advantage 
to  have  an  official  pharmaceutical  committee  leady  for  con- 
sultation whenever  necessary,  and  there  are  times  when  to 
be  is  better  than  to  do. 

The  "Unbiassed"  Correspondent 

who  is  so  anxious  about 
"the  good  name  and  fair  fame  of  the  chemist"  that  he 
wants  to  reopen  the  substitution  controversy  on  the  tabloid 
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test,  might  have  been  contented,  one  would  have  thought, 
with  the  recent  disrjlay.  It  is  clear  that  the  law  is  powerful 
enough  to  protect  the  just  claims  of  the  po  r  downtrodden 
manufacturer.  But  "  Unbiassed  "  apparently  wants  some- 
thing more.  His  moral  argument,  however,  is  a  curious  one. 
If  a  customer  ask  for  X  "it  is  most  unfair,  even,  if  not  dis- 
honourable," and  "  from  a  moral  point  of  view  wrong,"  for 
the  chemist  to  recommend  Z.  But  "  if  a  customer  ask  for  a 
retailer's  advice  there  can  surely  be  no  doubt  whatever  that 
he  is  justified  in  giving  it."  That  is  bringing  ethics  down  to 
a  fine  point  indeed  It  is  not  the  advice  itself  which  is 
immoral ;  it  is  merely  the  offer  of  it  unasked. 

The  "British  Medical  Journal" 

has  assumed  the  white  sheet 
on  behalf  of  the  medical  profession,  choosing  the  Christmas- 
week,  of  all  times,  to  confess  that  doctors  are  "  to  a  very 
considerable  degree  responsible  for  the  extraordinary  growth 
of  the  popularity  of  whisky."  That  this  statement  is  true 
needs  no  proving.  Nine  people  out  of  ten  who  indulge  in 
the  luxury  of  a  medical  attendant  have  been  advised  to 
take  a  little  whisky.  They  get  through  one  or  two  bottles 
of  medicine  and  a  box  of  pills,  but  the  whisky  is  permanent 
And  this  advice  has  been  going  on  for  twenty  years  at  least. 
Now  the  "  B.M.J."  recommends  its  readers  to  interest  them- 
selves in  the  question  whether  whisky  does  good  or  harm 
'  Its  investigation  may  serve  as  an  introduction  to  the  study 
of  the  larger  question  of  the  responsibility  of  the  profession 
with  regard  to  the  habitual  use  of  alcohol  as  a  beverage  ' 
By  all  means  let  our  physiological  advisers  investigate  and 
study ;  but  if  it  their  usual  practice  to  advise  first  and 
investigate  afterwards,  if  at  all  1  This  is  what  their  own 
organ  implies.  There  is  no  objection  to  instruct! •  g  our 
gaol-birds  in  the  Ten  Commandments,  but  it  would  have 
been  better  for  the  community  if  they  had  acquired  respect 
for  them  earlier. 

Arsenic  as  a  Hair-restorer 

was  suggested  on  this  page 
recently  as  a  deduction  from  observations  recorded  in  the 
report  of  the  Arsenic  Commission,  which  showed  that  the 
metal  when  taken  as  a  medicine  was  principally  eliminated 
through  the  hair.  A  chemist  informs  me  that  some  years 
ago  he  knew  of  several  cases  of  alopecia  which  were 
apparently  cured  by  a  tonic  medicine  containing  small 
doses  of  arsenic,  which  had  been  prescribed  by  a  late  well- 
known  London  specialist.  My  correspondent  thinks  the 
doctor  ordered  the  arsenic  as  a  general  tonic,  and  without 
any  idea  of  its  specific  action  in  feeding  the  hair-follicles. 


Scientific  iproflreas, 

Ponticin.— Gilson  ("  Repertoire  de  Pharniacie  "  1903,  413)  has 
extracted  a  new  glucoside  from  two  species  of  rhubarb,  RTi.eum 
rhaponticum  and  Iihcum  undutalum,  which  he  calls  ponticin. 
It  forms  white  crystals,  gradually  becoming  yellow,  or  even  ru*e- 
coloured,  insoluble  in  water,  alcohol,  and  most  other  solvents,  but 
Bolunle  in  a  mixture  of  warm  acetone  and  water.  On  hydrolysis 
it  yields  dextrose  and  a  new  body  which  the  author  terms  ponti- 
genin.  Ponticin  melts  at  231°,  and  pontigenin  at  187°.  The 
composition  of  the  body  is  probably  CoXH.M0,3  and  that  of  ponti- 
genin CuH^O.!. 

Tne  Assay  of  Strophantus.— Dohme  gives  the  follow- 
ing method  for  assaying  strophanihu3-seeds  A  known  weight  in 
fine  powder  is  extracted  with  alcohol,  the  solvent  is  evaporated, 
the  residue  taken  up  with  water,  ar.d  the  aqneous  solution  is 
shaken  with  chloroform.  The  watery  layer  ia  then  acidified  with 
sulphuric  acid,  and  heated  on  the  water-bath  for  an  hour.  The 
strophanthin  is  thus  hydrolysed  into  glucose  and  strophanthidin. 
The  latter  body  is  extracted  with  chloroform,  and  the  solvent 
evaporated  and  the  strophanthidin  is  weighed.  The  weight  of  the 
strophanthidin  multiplied  by  2'74  gives  the  amount  of  the 
strophanthin. 
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DISINFECTANT! 

Cbe  "Sanitas"  Co.,  dm.. 


4i 


art  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-potsonou» 
99 


s 


and  their  other  Manufactures  include 


"Soldls,"   "Okol,"    "Creocide,"    "  Oehlor," 
"  Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur   Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formie  Sulphugators."  "  Formie  Alp 
Purifiers." 

"Fopmic  Fumlgators,"  "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers.  Sn-ep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolic 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Book  trill  be  sent 
free  on  application  to— 


m  "SAHITAS"  CO..  Ltd.,  Bethna)  Green,  LONDON.  E. 


COD  LIVER  OIL 

Purs  and  Unadulterated. 

Is  a  Richer  Oil, 
Has  more  Iodine, 
Stands  a  lower  cold  test 
than  the  Norwegian. 

For  Samples,  Testimonial;,  Analysis  Report,  or  prices,  apply  to 

CHRISTY    &    CO.,  LONDON, 
A.  MUNN,  Manufacturer, 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland. 


THOS 
Or  W 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  ft  GO. 

49  Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF   OHiRMao.cuTinAi  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCtKERMAN 

PROPRrfeTARY  MEDICINES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


QRIMBLE'S 
PURE 

VINEGAR 

Brewery  s  LONDON,  N»  W. 


BMtorial  Comments, 


The  Converse. 

We  are  now  at  a  stage  in  stamped-medicine  evolution 
where  it  is  possible  to  lose  all  that  was  gained  by  Mr.  Gljn- 
Jones  when  he  claimed  and  established  his  right  as  a 
chemist  and  druggist  to  the  exemption  as  to  known,  ad- 
mitted, and  approved  remedies.  We  therefore  welcome  the 
New  Year's  message  on  page  13  which  is  sent  to  the  trade 
by  one  outside  the  vortex  of  trivialities  that  have  slowly 
been  obscuring  the  true  issue  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  contest. 
The  massage  helps  to  bring  us  back  to  the  solid  rock  of 
exemption — namely,  the  qualification  of  the  vendor,  and  the 
recognition  by  the  Legislature,  in  all  that  has  been  enacted 
concerning  the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines,  that  the 
qualified  chemist  and  druggist  shall  be  free  to  supply  the 
public  with  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies  in 
■in  untaxed  state.  The  Medicine- stamp  Act  of  1783  no 
more  touched  chemists  and  druggists  than  it  did  the  dome 

f  St.  Paul's  Cathedral:  its  object  was  to  tax  those 
who  were  not  chemists  and  druggists  and  the  medicines 

hat  such  unqualified  persons  sold.  The  1785  Act  con- 
served this  condition,  while  applying  to  qualified  chemists 

nd  druggists  who  might  sell  proprietary  and  patent  medi. 
cines  the  same  conditions  as  other  persons  who  sold  such 
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medicines.  It  may,  indeed,  be  said  that  the  objects  of 
the  1785  Act  were  to  fence  more  securely  the  territory 
reserved  for  qualified  persons,  and  to  lay  down  the  condi- 
tions on  which  they  might  go  outside  it.  The  four  succeed- 
ing Acts  repeated  these  provisions,  and  in  the  process  of 
time  the  Excise  came  to  regard  the  presence  of  qualified 
persons  in  the  outer  region  as  proof  that  there  was  no 
reserved  territory.  It  has  been  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  good 
fortune  to  prove  that  the  reserved  territory  still  exists,  and 
as  the  1785  qualification  of  a  three-years'  apprenticeship 
was  in  1838  resolved  into  a  definite  statutory  qualification, 
controiled  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  with  the  approval 
of  the  Privy  Council,  all  registered  chemists  and  druggists 
have  every  right  to  expect  that  the  executive  of  the  Society 
shall  use  all  their  influence  to  maintain  the  principle  of 
qualification  embodied  in  the  Acts  from  1785  to  1812  In 
his  "  Handy  book  "  the  late  Mr.  Alpe  very  wisely  said  the 
"  exemption  is  the  converse  of  the  general  charge  of  duly, 
but  it  is  confined  to  preparations  composed  of  drugs  the 
different  '  denominations,  properties,  qualities,  virtues,  and 
efficacies  '  of  which  are  known  and  admitted  in  medicine, 
and  which  are  uttered  and  vended  by  qualified  practi- 
tioners, chemists  and  druggists."  Thus  he  expressed  an 
opinion  which  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  was  the 
•official  one  until  the  Divisional  Court  of  King's  Bench  gave 
Judgment  in  Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones.  It  appears  unquestion- 
able, on  a  study  of  the  terms  of  the  exemption,  that  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  no  power  to  lay  down 
conditions  upon  which  it  applies  other  than  those  which 
are  specified  therein  and  having  reference  to  them.  These 
may  usefully  be  summarised  : 

First.  —Those  benefiting  are  qualified  persons,  including 
chemists  and  druggists.  At  the  present  time  the  only  parsons  in 
Great  Britain  who  are  in  law  chemists  and  druggists  are  those 
registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  and  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  have  accepted  registration  under  that  Act  as  the  basis  of 
exemption.  It  was  decided  in  Smith  v.  Mason  that  as  a  limittd 
company  cannot  serve  an  apprenticeship  io  is  outside  the  ex- 
emption. 

Second. — The  medicine  to  be  exempt  must  not  be  claimed  by 
the  exempted  vendor  to  be  secret. 

Third.-  If  the  vendor  cla>m  exclusive  right  to  make  or  vend  the 
medicine,  it  is  dutiable.  This  may  be  done  by  Using  the  possessive 
case  or  the  words  "  Prepared  only  by." 

Fourth. — The  medicine,  if  pitentei,  is  not  exempt. 

Fifth. — If  the  medicine  was  held  out  or  recommended  as  a 
nostrum,  &c,  by  the  person  who  first  made  it  or  sold  it,  it  does  not 
■come  within  the  exemption. 

These  reserving  conditions  of  the  exemption-clause  are 
really  the  reasons  for  most  of  the  difficulties  which  have 
arisen  since  the  judgment.    Oar  contributor  says  : 

Whoever  may  have  conceived  the  notion  that  immunity  from 
stamp-duty  has  anything  to  do  with  particular  formula;  is  certainly 
entitled  to  monumental  distinction  for  the  faculty  indicated  by 
that  extraordinary  conception.  It  is  palpably  inconsistent  with 
the  exemption  of  all  mixtures,  compositions,  or  preparations 
whatsoever,"  and  nothing  of  that  kind,  or  relating  to  disclosure  of 
composition  or  of  ingredients,  can  be  extracted  from  the  language 
of  the  Acts. 

This  is  true  in  a  measure ;  but  we  may  recall  the  fact  that 
the  fifth  condition  is  a  stumbliDg-block  to  all  who  may 
benefit  by  the  exemption.  It  has  to  be  taken  with  the  pre- 
vision that  exempted  medicines  are  a  class  distinct  from 
others  :  they  are  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies 
only  not  otherwise  chargeable.  As  soon  as  the  judgment  was 
given  we  began  to  trace  the  origin  of  British  Pharmacopoeia 
preparations,  and  were  astounded  to  find  that  a  proportion 
could  not  be  excluded  from  the  fifth  provision,  while  evidence 
in  respect  to  others  was  entirely  lacking.  Many  unofficial 
preparations  are  in  the  same  category.  The  difficulty  re. 
solved  itself  into  the  question,  What  are  known,  ad- 
mitted, and  approved  remedies  1  At  the  outset  we  submitted 
that  B.P.  preparations  should  be  so  regarded,  also  such  well- 


known  non-proprietary  articles  as  Easton's  syrup,  Chris  tison'g 
cough-mixture,  and  Sir  Andrew  Clark's  liver-pills,  which 
never  have  been  within  the  scope  of  the  fifth  provision.  The 
fact  that  articles  are  in  the  British  Pharmacopccia,  or  have 
been  devised  by  leading  medical  authorities  and  have  come 
into  general  use,  is  good  evidence  that  they  are  known, 
admitted,  and  approved.  But  do  the  terms  of  the 
exemption  permit  a  qualified  person  to  take,  say,  any 
half-dozen  B.P.  preparations,  make  a  mixture  of  them, 
and  say,  "This  is  a  known,  admitted,  and  approved 
remedy  for  a  cough  "  >  He  may  be  able  to  prove  it,  and  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  are  entitled  to  make  him  prove  it. 
This  problem  faced  at  least  ten  thousand  qualified  chemists, 
and  it  was  for  their  convenience  in  part  that  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  formulated  the  conditions  as  to  publication 
of  formula;  which  they  would  regard  as  primd-facio  evidence 
that  remedies  come  within  the  exemption.  We  had  some 
share  in  getting  this  ruling,  and,  unlike  our  contributor,  do  not 
regard  any  recognised  collection  of  formulas  as  superfluous, 
except  to  those  who  are  able  and  willing  to  go  into  court  at 
the  summons  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  and  prove  that 
every  composition  they  sell  under  the  exemption  is  a  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  remedy.  I  f  the  Act  had  intended  the 
mere  fact  that  the  making  or  vending  of  a  composition  by  a 
qualified  person  exempts  it  from  duty,  it  would  have  omitted 
the  qualifying  portion — viz.  : 

the  different  denominations,  properties,  qualities,  virtues,  and 
efficacies  of  which  mixtures,  compositions,  and  preparations  as 
aforesaid  are  known,  admitted,  and  approved  of  in  the  preven- 
tion, cure,  or  relief  of  any  disorder,  malady,  ailmant,  or  complaint 
incident  to  or  in  anywiee  affecting  the  human  body. 

Since  this  provision  has  to  be  complied  with  by  the  vendor, 
it  is  to  his  advantage  that  the  Board  have  agreed  to  the 
publication  of  formula:  as  a  simple  expedient  for  securing 
exemption. 


Canadian  Honey  and  Flavourings. 

Mr.  Thomas  Macfarlane,  head  of  the  Canadian  Inland 
Revenue  Laboratory  at  Ottawa,  issued  recently  two  bulletins 
of  considerable  interest.  The  first  deals  with  the  collection 
and  analysis  of  ninety-nine  samples  of  honey  obtained  from 
various  provinces  in  Canada.  As  in  the  case  of  many  articles 
of  food  in  Canada  "  the  limits  of  variability  "  permissible  in 
honey  have  not  yet,  Mr.  Macfarlane  states,  been  legally 
determined  ;  but  it  seems  to  be  generally  accepted  that  the 
feeding  of  bees  in  summer  with  cane-sugar  or  sugar-solution 
in  order  to  increase  the  production  should  be  regarded  as 
adulteration.  This  principle  is  acted  on  by  the  Association 
of  Swiss  Agricultural  Chemists,  who  have  adopted  16  per 
cent,  as  the  maximum  of  cane-sugar  that  genuine  honey 
should  contain.  Konig  states  that  natural  honey  may  con- 
tain up  to  8  per  cent,  or  10  per  cent,  of  cane-sugar,  and 
experiments  have  shown  that  bees  fed  exclusively  on  cane- 
sugar  syrup  produce  a  honey  containing  as  much  as  30  per 
cent,  of  cane-sugar.  Honey  may  likewise  be  sophisticated 
by  the  direct  addition  of  cane-sugar  or  syrup  of  glucose,  the 
latter  being  sometimes  sold  as  "  Swiss  honey."  Neither  of 
these  adulterants  is  difficult  to  detect,  but  it  is  otherwise 
when  invert  sugar  is  used  for  admixture.  This  kind  of 
adulteration  has  long  been  known  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
where  the  product  is  sold  under  such  names  as  "  Turkish 
honey,"  "  table-honey,"  and  "  prepared  honey."  Occasionally 
it  is  more  honestly  termed  '  sugar-honey"  or  "artificial 
honey,"  and  some  of  it  is  said  to  come  from  America 
in  comb  made  with  paraffin- wax  and  labelled  "Prime 
American  honey."  The  manufacture  of  the  last-named 
variety  has  greatly  increased  during  the  past  ten  years,  and 
such  skill  is  exercised  in  it  that  German  experts  cannot  dis- 
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tinguish  the  "  honey  "  from  the  genuine  article.  Adultera- 
tion with  water  is  also  common  ;  the  maximum  limit  of 
water  in  honey  should  not  exceed  25  per  cent  Besides  par- 
ticulars of  origin,  &c,  Mr.  Macfarlane  tabulates  the  results 
of  his  analyses.  The  direct  saccharometer  readings  are 
given  and  the  water  percentage,  as  the  best  discriminating 
tests  for  separating  the  apparently  genuine  from  the 
apparently  adulterated  samples.  Ltevorotatory  readings 
were  given  by  eighty- six  of  the  ninety-nine  samples.  This 
is  said  to  be  indicative  of  pure  honey  ;  but  Mr.  Macfarlane 
points  out  that  honey  adulterated  with  a  small  proportion 
of  glucose-syrup  may  exhibit  a  left-hand  rotation.  Crystallisa- 
tion was  exhibited  by  sixty-nine  of  the  samples,  dextrose 
being  preponderant.  Only  eight  of  the  samples  were  found 
to  contain  moisture  to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent,  and  over. 
Of  the  total  number  of  samples  eighty-one  were  genuine, 
five  were  doubtful,  two  were  "  adulterated,"  six  were 
adulterated  with  glucose-syrup  and  five  with  cane-sugar. 

The  second  bulletin  deals  with  the  reports  on  flavouring- 
extracts — viz.,  (1)  comme'cial  extract  of  lemon,  (2)  com- 
mercial extract  of  vanilla,  (3)  flavouring-essences,  (4)  essence 
of  peppermint,  (5)  essence  of  raspberry,  and  (6)  essence  of 
strawberry.  Since  no  generally  accepted  standards  exist  for 
the  preparation  of  these  substances  it  was  thought  sufficient 
to  ascertain  the  absence  of  matters  dangerous  to  health, 
and  nothing  was  found  in  any  of  the  samples  that  could  be 
condemned  on  that  score.  Extract  of  lemon,  as  used  for 
flavouring  pastry,  custards,  &c,  is  popularly  supposed  to  be 
prepared  by  extracting  lemon-peel  with  alcohol,  or  by  dis- 
solving oil  of  lemon  in  alcohol.  Much  of  the  lemon-extract 
sold  for  flavouring-purposes  is,  however,  as  the  report  shows, 
made  directly  from  "  citral."  The  tables  show  that  when- 
ever any  considerable  amount  of  oil  of  lemon  is  present  in 
the  sample  at  least  75  per  cent,  of  alcohol  is  also  present. 
Alcohol  is  the  chief  item  in  the  cost  of  manufacture,  and  it 
is  inferred  that  the  disuse  of  oil  o'  lemon  (and  the  substitu- 
tion of  citral)  is,  in  part  at  least,  accounted  for  by  the 
possibility  of  employing  weaker  alcohol.  Most  of  the 
samples  of  extract  of  lemon  examined  were  coloured  with 
coal-tar  dyes — chiefly  naphthol  yellows,  and  troposolin. 
This,  comments  the  analyst,  is  regrettable,  as  although  there 
is  no  proof  that  these  dyes  are  injurious  to  health  in  the 
small  quantities  used  to  colour,  it  has  been  proved  that  they 
are  poisons  in  considerable  doses.  Much  of  the  extract  of 
vanilla  was  found  to  be  prepared  directly  from  artificial 
vanillin  ;  coumarin  is,  however,  often  substituted  for  it,  and 
was  present  to  some  extent  in  all  the  samples  analysed, 
while  in  some  of  them  it  constituted  by  far  the  greater 
portion  of  the  aromatic  ingredient  of  the  extract.  The 
range  of  variation  in  the  twenty-one  samples  examined  is 
sufficiently  striking  to  bear  repetition  : 

Vanillin,  varying  from  ...  0-012  to  0  268  per  100  vols. 

Coumarm,  varying  from  ...  0  U16  to  0160  per  100  vols. 

Alcohol,  varying  from  ...  547  to  5047  per  100  vols. 

Sugar,  varying  from  ...  0-6    to  25'0    per  100  vols. 

This  variability  is  bound  to  produce  perplexing  results  to 
the  consumer  unless  the  extract  of  one  manufacturer  be 
rigidly  adhered  to.  The  "  flavouring-essences ".  included 
five  samples  of  almonds,  three  of  wintergreen,  two  of  rose, 
one  each  of  apricot,  banana,  and  cloves,  three  of  cinnamon, 
and  two  each  of  pineapple  and  orange.  With  the  exception 
of  the  rose,  all  contained  an  appropriate  dye.  Of  the  five 
samples  of  essence  of  peppermint  examined,  only  one  ap- 
proximated to  the  pharmacopceial  essences  in  strength. 
Seven  samples  of  raspberry-essence  and  six  samples  of 
strawberry-essence  gave  indications  of  artificial  coloration 
and  showed  that  no  two  of  the  formulas  employed  were 
al'ke.     The  raspberry- essence  had  a  consistent  red  dye 


throughout,  but  the  strawberry-samples  were  coloured  with 
lavender,  crimson,  purple,  or  red  dyes,  apparently  according 
to  the  idiosyncrasy  of  the  manufacturer. 


A  Note  of  Warning. 

Nothing  further  than  was  stated  in  the  C.  %  B.  last  week 
has  transpired  regarding  the  pharmaceutical  interview  at 
Somerset  House.  The  conference  was  not,  of  course,  con- 
fined to  the  wholesale-supply  question,  but  had  a  consider- 
able raDge.  There  are  many  little  matters  connected  with 
the  administration  of  the  statutes  which  are  ripe  for  revision, 
such  as  the  supply  of  dutiable  medicines  for  dispensing- 
purposes  only,  and  the  use  of  names  in  the  possessive  case, 
of  trade-mark  names,  and  other  distinctive  words  or  emblems 
which  give  a  quasi-proprietary  character  to  special  brands 
of  well-known  remedial  agents  without  actually  bringing 
them  within  the  purview  of  the  Acts.  If,  as  is  probable, 
there  are  to  be  changes  in  regard  to  such  points  it  would 
be  distinctly  advantageous  to  the  trade  if  they  could  be 
heard  on  the  matter,  so  that  the  customs  of  the  trade  might 
be  preserved  as  far  as  they  are  compatible  with  the  integrity 
of  the  revenue.  It  is  probable  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  may  render  assistance  in  this  regard,  as  well  as  on 
other  questions.  In  any  case  the  trade  may  be  prepared 
for  a  comparatively  quiescent  period  after  March  31,1904, 
when  we  shall  hear  less  of  individual  concessions  and  more 
strict  enforcement  of  payment  of  duty.  Evidence  has  been 
accumulating  during  the  past  two  years  that  deliberate 
evasion  of  duty  is  more  general  than  chemists  as  a  body 
have  any  idea  of,  and  it  is  felt  that  this  condition  is  not 
discouraged  by  private  payment  of  fines,  and  public  prose- 
cution is  now,  and  will  be,  more  resorted  to  in  the  case  of 
persistent  offenders. 

A  Unique  Function. 

The  London  Chemise'  A-sociarion  in  its  first  annual 
dinner  is  making  a  new  departure  by  going  to  the  Hotel 
Cecil,  a  resort  which  appears  to  be  highly  attractive  to 
members  of  Parliament,  and  it  is  expected  that  quite  a 
number  of  Metropolitan  members  will  be  present  as  guests. 
The  dinner  is  to  be  held  on  January  26,  just  on  the  eve  of 
the  reopening  of  Parliament,  and  as  this  is  the  first  occasion 
during  recent  years  in  which  London  chemists  as  London 
chemists  have  had  the  opportunity  of  showing  their  strength 
in  this  manner,  we  join  in  the  hope  that  there  will  be  a 
good  muster  to  support  the  Executive  of  the  Association  in 
their  effort.  The  dinner  is  to  be  one  at  which  diners 
will  have  the  now  commun  privilege  of  ordering  their  own 
wines,  and  tickets  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Betty,  1  Park 
Street,  Gloucester  Gate,  Regent's  Park,  N.W. 

Companies  and  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Jesse  Boot  has  taken  time  by  the  forelock  in  writing 
to  all  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  about  the  Phar- 
macy Acts  Amendment  Bill.  Mr.  Boot  has  written  in  his 
capacity  as  Chairman  of  the  Drug  Companies'  Association,  and 
opposes  the  Bill  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  it  would  compel 
all  directors  of  drug-concerns  registered  under  the  Limited 
Liability  Acts  to  be  qualified  chemists.  This,  it  is  con- 
tended, is  quite  unneces-ary,  and  would  in  effect  prove 
injurious  to  the  commerci-il  interests  of  such  trading  under- 
takings. A  further  stntem<  nt  will  be  issued  to  members  of 
Parliament,  or  some  other  acion  taken,  just  before  the 
opening  of  the  Session  in  order  to  give  the  fullest  informa- 
tion on  the  objections  to  the  Bill.  The  Presidents  and 
Secretaries  of  Chemists'  Local  Associations  have  an  excellent 
opportunity  of  now  approaching  their  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  in  doing  so  they  :-hould  mention  that  the  Orange 
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River  Colony  has  adopted  the  clause  objected  to  by  the 
companies,  and  the  Transvaal  is  likely  to  do  the  same  soon. 

Women  Dispensers. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  some  of  the  journals  which 
specially  appeal  to  the  fair  sex  recognise  that  there  is 
another  side  to  the  dispensing  picture  than  that  which  they 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  presenting  to  their  readers.  Thus 
the  "  Queen,"  referring  to  the  matter  and  our  recent  note  on 
the  subject,  says : 

Much  of  the  writing  in  the  daily  Press  on  the  subject  of 
women's  omplnvments  is  excessively  hasty  and  imperfectly  con- 
sidered. .  .  .  With  regard  to  dispensing,  we  are  far  from  saving 
that  it  does  not  present  some  openings  for  women.  On  the 
contrary,  we  know  that  at  several  hospitals  and  dispensaries 
women  — especially  those  who  have  passed  through  the  curriculum 
laid  down  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — are  holding  fairly 
well-paid  poet*,  and  we  believe  that  some  more  posts  of  the  kind 
will  in  the  future  be  filled  by  women  of  the  requisite  training  and 
competence.  But  we  should  also  add  that  we  have  never  yet 
been  made  p  r-oually  aware  of  any  great  demand  for  women  dis- 
pensers, as,  for  example,  we  are  made  aware  of  the  demand  that 
exists  for  trained  women  as  elementary  teachers,  as  asylum- 
attendants,  as  children's  nurses,  or  as  laundry-manageresses. 
We  do  not  doubt  that  there  is  some  demand,  and  that  the 
competent  woman,  when  qualified,  can  find  her  way  into  some 
post  or  get  some  appointment  created  for  her. 

"  Hearth  and  Home "  also  deals  with  the  matter,  and, 
advising  a  correspondent,  says  : 

If  you  are  entirelv  dependent  on  your  own  exertions,  I  should 
riot  advife  you  to  take  up  this  work  unless  you  happen  to  know 
of  any  doctor  who  would  employ  you.  Of  course,  if  you  can 
afford  to  wait.,  the  case  is  very  different ;  probably  you  would  in 
time  be  able  to  get  a  satisfactory  post. 

This  is  very  different  from  the  quite  misleading  high  com- 
mendation of  dii-pensing  and  pbaimacy  as  a  sphere  of  work 
for  women  which  has  hitherto  obtained. 

Quinine  for  Rinderpest. 

Recently  the  d  e  very "  was  announced  from  India, 
that  quinine  in  40-gr.  doses  cured  rinderpest  in  cattle. 
Commenting  on  that  announcement,  the  Times  of  Ceylon  took 
leave  to  be  pouoeiy  sceptical.  Human,  credulity,  wrote  the 
editor  in  a  leading  aroicie,  has  so  otcen  come  to  grief  over 
discoveries  winch  might  bd  classed  with  the  philosopher's 
stone  genre  that,  proof  has  to  be  forthcoming  to  demonstra- 
tion before  belief  in  extraordinary  claims  is  now  established. 
The  remedy  lor  a  disease  whiCQ  has  baffled  science,  and  for 
the  extermination  of  which  learned  savants  have  laboured  f'Dr 
years  withouc  result,  is  altogether  too  simple,  and  surely 
could  not  have  been  overlooked  for  so  long.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  rinderpest  appeared  in  Ceylon  at  intervals  and  the 
treatment  recommended  was  wholesale  slaughter,  burial, 
inoculation  of  contacts,  and  disinfection.  It  is  recalled  as 
remarkable,  however,  that  in  Ceylon,  as  well  as  in  India,  the 
native  tendency  has  for  a  long  cime  leaned  towards  the  use 
of  quinine  in  the  case  of  cattle-disease.  Fever  is  known  to 
b3  one  of  the  earliest  symptoms  of  rinderpest,  and  quinine 
miy  possibly  be  applied  with  advantage  in  the  first  stages  of 
the  disease.  In  Coylon  the  barks  of  various  trees  and  nuts 
possessing  tonic  properties,  like  quinine,  are  prescribed  by 
the  native  doctors  in  cases  of  cattle-disease.  The  use  of 
quinine  itself  is  not  unknown,  for  in  rinderpest  a  decoction  of 
cinchona-bark  is  recommended,  while  the  bark  of  the  Sin- 
halese katu  imbul  (Bjmbax  imlaharioicm)  and  attika  (Finns 
glomcratus'),  the  myrabolams  of  commerce  (Terminalia 
ChebuTci),  and  bulu  (T.  bjllerica)  come  within  the  vederala's 
l'harmacopccia.  For  cattle  attacked  with  rinderpest,  how- 
ever, there  is  in  C3ylon  ud  recognised  treatment  and  cure. 
This  Philistinism  on  the  part  of  the  Times  of  Ceylon  brought 
the  inevitable  protest  from  the  Government  veterinary 
surgeon,  who  pointed  out  that  "  preventive  inoculation  has 
proved  most  successful."  Wholesale  slaughter  was  never 
recommended,  and  the  quinine  treatment  has  been  in  use 


for  years.  The  stock-inspectors  of  the  Ceylon  Veterinary 
Department  carry  about  with  them  a  mixture  made  accord- 
ing to  the  following  formula : 

Quinine    !  ...    1   dr.  to  2  dr. 

Arrack   ...     J  bottle1 

Rice  congee  4  bottles 

Mix.  .  .  . 

To  be  giventonce  or  twice  a  day. 

The  administration  of  Jeyes'  fluid  has  also  been  found 
beneficial  in  checking  an  outbreak  ;  all  animals,  healthy  and 
sick,  being  given  10-drop  doses  daily  in  their  food.  The 
editor  has  an  easy  retort  in  the  fact  that  while  the  veterinary 
surgeon  deals  with  prevention  he  referred  to  cure.  He 
reiterates  his  statement  that  "  the  secret  of  rinderpest 
has  not  yet  been  delivered  up  to  science,"  and  he  would  be 
glad  to  know  that  that  statement  was  wrong.    So  would  we- 

Imported  Perfumery  in  Turkey. 

A  supplement  to  a  recent  bulletin'  issued  by  the  French 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Constantinople  deals  with  the 
importation  of  perfumery  and  toilet-goods  into  the  Ottoman 
Empire.    Tins  branch  of  trade  has  nowadays  reached  con- 
siderable dimensions,  the  annual  valuation  of  the  imports  of 
perfumery  into  Turkey  being  estimated  at  7,000,000f.,  of 
which  about  4,000,000f.  is  from  France.    The  imports  con- 
sist mainly  of  rice-powder  and  failcy  soaps.  Singularly 
enough,  in  Constantinople,  where  large  quantities  of  per- 
fumery are  used,  there  is  not  one  handsome  retail  perfumer's 
establishment.    A  Frenchman  tried  some  time  ago  to  esta- 
blish a  becoming  place  of  this  description,  but  it  failed.  The 
reason  for  this  apparently  is  that  perfumery  is  sold  in  Con- 
stantinople only  by  wholesale.    The  French  brands  and 
marks  have  the  predominance,  but  several  German,  Austrian, 
Italian,  and  English  brands  have  also  gained  a  footing.  The 
Greeks  also  I  have  tried  the  market  -with  success,  and  the 
latest  comers  are  the  Americans.    The  two  great  drawbacks 
to  imported  perfumery  in  Turkey  are  counterfeiting  and  the 
Customs  analyses.    According  to  the  bulletin,  the  counter- 
feiting of  w.ell-known  marks  is  shamelessly  practised.  In 
Constantinople  at  present  all  articles  in  public  demand  are 
boldly  imitated,  and  the  marks  of  well-known  French  makers 
appropriated  without  attempting  the  slightest  alteration. 
Some  of  the  counterfeiters  have  been  sued,  but  the  plaintiffs 
get  little  satisfaction,  and  innumerable  difficulties  are  thrown 
in  their  way  by  the  Turkish  authorities.    This  matter  has 
become  so  serious  that  the  bulletin  advises  a  union  of  foreign 
manufacturers  to  deal  vigorously  with  the  matter.  The 
analyses  of  the  Customs  officers  have  become,  on  the  other 
hand,  so  rigorous  and  exacting  that  nothing  satisfies  them. 
On  various  pretexts  the  Turkish  Customs  chemists  prohibit 
the  entry  of  harmless  perfumes,  claiming  that  they  are  "  in- 
jurious to  health."    Recently  a  consignment  of  French  rice- 
powder,  absolutely  pure,  was  barred  under  the  claim  that  it 
contained  chalk;  and  when  the  manufacturers  established, 
without  a  shadow  of  doubt,  that  there  was  not  a  particle  of 
chalk  in  the  powder,  they  were  met  with  the  blankest  sort  of 
refusal  to  let  the  goods  enter.    It  subsequently  transpired 
that  a  Turkish  concern  were  manufacturing  a  counterfeit  of 
the  prohibited  brand  of  rice-powder,  which  they  were  putting 
up  and  selling  at  an  extravagant  price,  under  the  French 
firm's  name  and  trade-mark.     A  hair-dressing,  selling  in 
France  at  2f.  a  bottle,  was  put  under  the  ban,  while  a 
counterfeit  of  it  is  permitted  to  be  sold  at  half  the  price. 
The  Custom-bouse  chemists  have  even  demanded  that  the 
formulas  for  certain  preparations  should  be  disclosed  to  them. 
Foreign  manufacturers  naturally  hesitate,  and  for  the  moment 
the  matter  is  in  abeyance.    The  action  of  the  Ottoman 
Customs  officers  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  they  are  badly 
paid,  and  so  justified  in  levying  blackmail  on  importers. 
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Grafce^marfcs  HpplteD  Jfor. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  application  s 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Oomptroller-Generai  c  f 
Patents,  Designs,  *nd  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office.  25  Soatnampto  n 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  montfl  of  ti  e 
da:es  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-mxrks  Journal,"  December  16,  1903.) 

"Grtjlos";  for  a  veterinary  preparation.  By  B.  C.  Tipper 
&  Son,  43  Homer  Street,  Balsall  Heath,  Birmingham. 
256,540. 

"Klameth's  Blytene  "  ("  Blight  "  or  "  B'yt  "  disclaimed) ;  for 
chemicals,  vermin-destroyers,  &e.  By  P.  Klaneth,  Park 
Nurseries,  Bletchley.  257,521. 

'  Harlene  " ;  for  chemicals.  By  the  Edwards'  Harlene  Companv, 
95  High  Holb^rn,  "W.C.  245,424. 

"  Guderin  "  and  "  Gudinol  " ;  for  iron-manganese  pepton  pre- 
parations. By  A.  Gude  &  Co.,  Berlin,  c  o  Wheatley  &  Mac- 
kenzie, 40  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.  257,839,  257,937,  and 
258,615. 

"  Werdyaia  " ;  for  patent  medicines.  By  Mary  L.  Drew,  4  Have- 
lock  Terrace,  West  Marlands,  Southampton.  258,906. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicant;  for  "  Lindley's  Embrocation 
Yousit."  By  J.  Ferguson  Lindley,  Fair  View,  Grange  over- 
Sands,  Lanes.  258,134. 

"  Phentin  " ;  for  chemicals.  By  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  (Limited),  1  Balloon  Street,  Manchester.  258,637. 

Device;  for  starch,  seeds,  mustard-oil,  and  for  mustard-seed. 
By  Keen,  Robinson  &  Co.  (Limited),  6  Garlick  Hill,  Cannon 
Street,  E.C.  i68,38l. 

"Odol";  for  foodstuffs.  By  K.  A.  Lingner,  26  Southwark 
Bridge  Boad,  S.E.  258,616. 

(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal"  December  23,  1903.) 

"  Vermovinco  "  ("Verm"  disclaimed);  for  a  medicine  for 
puppies  and  kittens.  By  Christina  A.  Brown,  59  Palace 
Boad,  Streatham  Hill,  S.W.  257,501. 

"  Vall's  Anticute";  for  a  beetle,  &c ,  exterminator.  By 
H.  Vallance,  2  Lyncroft  House,  Lyncroft  Gardens,  West 
Hampstead,  N.W.  257,847. 

Device ;  for  mustard,  mustard-oil,  and  mustard-refuse,  for 
veterinary  and  other  purposes.  By  Keen,  Robinson  &  Co. 
(Limited),  6  Garlick  Hill,  E.C.    258,379  and  258,330. 

"  Tonoss  " ;  for  veterinary  preparations.  By  F.  Hewthorn  & 
Co.  (Limited),  70  Finsbury  Pavement,  E.C.  258,919. 

"  Aol  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  Henry  Solomon  Wellcome,  trading 
as  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E.G. 
258,242. 

Device  and  the  word  "  Kisaliwah  " ;  for  a  medicine.  By 
Bates  &  Co.,  1  Regent  Square,  W.C.  256,917. 

"  Vinode  "  ("  Vino "  disclaimed) ;  for  medicated  wool  or 
cloth.  By  Vincent  Wood,  4  Albion  Place,  Blackfriars 
Bridge,  S.E.  257,491. 

'■'Kifjoga";  for  chemicals.  By  D.  Owen,  41  Exchange  Chambers, 

Bixteth  Street,  Liverpool.  258,517. 
Device    for   "  Budnip  " ;   an  influenza  preventive.     By  J.  A. 

Buckley,  83  High  Street,  Lee3,  near  Oldham,  chemist  and 

druggist.  258,616. 

"  Kuraloids  "  ("  Cura  "  disclaimed) ;  for  pills,  tablets,  and  cap- 
sules.   By  A.  Fryer,  40  Boustead  Grove,  Leeds.  258,691. 

"  Artibonite  "  ;  for  photographic  paper.  By  C.  A.  F.  Duranty, 
46  Norfolk  Road,  llford.  258,494. 

"Leci-Maltico  ";  for  an  infants' and  invalids' food.  By  The 
Maltico  Food  Company,  2  London  Road,  Kingston  Cross, 
Portsmouth.  257,437. 

Combination  of  devices  for  Middlewich  salt.  By  the  Salt  Royal 
Company  (Limited),  Fairfield  Street,  Manchester.  257,644. 

"  Careolitas  "  ("  Caibol  "  disclaimed) ;  for  soaps  and  detergents. 

By  F.  A.  Clayton,  26  Chapel  Street,  Liverpool.  258,719. 
"Harlene";    for  perfumery,    &c.      By    Edwards'  Harlene 

Company,  95-3  High  Holborn,  W.C.  245,425. 
"  Herbaldine  "  ("  Herbal  "  disclaimed) ;  for  a  hair- restorer  (oil). 

By  Mary  Wood,  16    Greave    Fold,  Romiley,  Cheshire. 

268,473. 


"  Clueina  "  ("  Club  "  disclaimed) ;  for  perfumery,  <fcc.  By  the 
Erasmic  Company  (Limited),  Warrington.  257,677. 

"  CarnEta";  for  perfumes  (solid  and  liquid),  perfumed  powders, 
and  perfumed  soaps.  By  W.  F.  Chules,  Baxter  Gate, 
Loughborough.  258,605. 


Cbemtsts'  Calendars. 


In  this  column  last  week  we  wrote  of  the  experience  of 
Mr.  GibsoD,  of  Gooch  Street,  Birmingham,  as  extending  to 
twenty-nine  years.  It  should  have  been  thirty-nine  years. 
Mr.  Gibson's  fresh  appearance  deceived  us. 

Chemists  who  stock  Vibrona  are  receiving  from  Messrs* 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co  (Limited),  Holloway,  beautiful 
art-calendars  for  1904.  Each  calendar  is  embellished  with  a 
fine  specimen  of  tri-chromatic  half-tone  printing,  the  setting 
being  in  white  and  gold.  The  calendar  is  an  ornament  to  any 
chemist's  desk. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Bennett,  37  King  Street,  Whitehaven,  publishes 
a  combined  almanac  and  tide-table,  which  also  serves  as  a 
record  of  local  events.  Mr.  Bennett  is  giving  special 
prominence  to  his  sight-testing  branch,  and  also  brings  out 
the  points  about  his  pharmaceutical  specialities  in  neatly 
worded  advertisements. 

Palmer's  Almanac  for  1904  is  issued  by  Mr.  J.  Spencer 
Palmer,  Coronation  House,  Thornbury,  Gloucesterjhire. 
Dental,  agricultural,  and  veterinary  requirements  and  optical 
and  photographic  apparatus  are  well  to  the  fore  amongst  the 
announcements.  A  more  general  character  is  given  to  the 
almanac  by  the  inclu>ion  of  the  advertisements  of  local 
traders.    This  will  doubtless  lead  to  a  wider  distribution. 

The  calendar  sent  out  by  Mr.  Henry  Wheeler,  9,  Great 
Tower  Street,  E.C,  as  an  advertisement  of  Stilwell's 
American  oil  of  peppermint,  is  photographic  in  character. 
The  mount  is  of  the  "art"  kind  now  so  popular,  and  the 
photograph  on  the  plate-sunk  portion  is  a  shipping  subject 
in  platinum  colour.  Postal  information  is  given  on  the  face 
of  the  card,  and  the  calendar  part  consists  of  monthly 
tear-offs. 

Mr.  James  S.  Prior,  19  High  Street,  Stamford,  issues  a 
household  almanac  and  a  pocket-calendar.  The  latter  is 
daintily  perfumed,  and,  in  addition  to  the  calendar  pages,  has 
antidotes  for  poisons,  postal  infnrmation,  weights  and 
measures,  and  similar  useful  information.  The  photograph, 
11  fctanmore  Common,"  in  the  larger  almanac,  advertising  the 
photographic  department,  is  a  beautiful  print  just  like  a 
steel  engraving. 

For  the  twenty-seventh  year  "  Ell's  Illustrated  Almanac  " 
makes  its  appearance.  It  is  published  by  Mr.  S.  Ell,  of 
Dunster,  who  is  famed  as  the  maker  of  Dunster  home-made 
marmalade.  Mr.  Ell's  portrait  appears  on  the  cover,  and 
good  pictures  are  given  of  Dunster  High  Street  and  Mr.  EU's 
shop.  Agricultural  requirements  seem  to  be  fully  met,  and 
the  alleged  difficulty  of  obtaining  she^p-dips  is  non-existent 
as  far  as  this  beautiful  part  of  Somersetshire. 

In  addition  to  the  pocket-diary  published  by  Mr.  Alex. 
Robertson,  of  Oban,  which  we  noted  last  week,  we  have  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  Mr.  Robertson's  "  Oban  Almanac  for  1904." 
This  contains  more  domestic  and  general  information  and 
illustrations  of  druggists'  sundries.  Mr.  Robertson  invests 
his  almanac  with  additional  interest  by  including  a 
pleasantly  written  article  on  his  recent  visit  to  "Lone 
Patagonia."  Patagonia  is  the  settling-place  of  quite  a 
number  of  Highlanders,  and  the  account  will  be  especially  in- 
teresting locally. 

Mr.  Frederick  Barry,  the  Westbury  Pharmacy,  Bristol, 
gives  local  colour  to  his  "  Household  Almanac  for  1904  "  by  a 
concise  account  of  the  places  of  interest  and  beauty  round 
about  Westbury.  Another  section  tells  what  to  do  for 
ordinary  complaints,  the  information  tending  to  make  the 
almanac  more  used  for  reference-purposes.  When  reading 
over  the  notes  on  common  ailments  it  struck  us  that  to  have 
the  teeth  extracted  is  rather  drastic  treatment  for  gumboils, 
and  our  eye  caught  on  a  paragraph  which  told  us  that 
"  worry  is  the  principal  cause  of  baldness."  Perhaps  that  is 
why  editors  are  sometimes  bald. 
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CoMiver  Q\l 

By  W.  Bousfield. 


DURING  a  recent  visit  to  Norway  (see  C.  $  D.,  August  29), 
I  interviewed  fishermen,  merchants,  and  manufacturers, 
and  had  long  chats  with  the  masters  and  mates  of  the 
coastiDg-steamers,  with  the  one  end  in  view— viz.,  to  ascer- 
tain why  this  has  been  such  a  bad  year  for  cod-liver  oil,  and 
to  learn,  if  possible,  whether  the  present  scarcity  is  likely  to 
be  repeated.  The  merchants  and  makers  say  it  is  only  one 
of  a  cycle,  and  that  we  have  these  bad  years  at  regular 
intervals.  This  is  partly  true,  but  never  before  has  cod-liver 
oil  reached  its  present  abnormal  price,  the  nearest  approach 
to  it,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  being  in  1883,  when  the 
highest  price  was  16s.  per  gal.  The  fishermen  believe  that 
their  industry  is  being  ruined,  and  that  they  will  never  again 
catch  the  fish  in  the  abundance  of  the  past.    On  this  point  I 


This  photograph  shows  how  poor  the  codfish  were 
last  season. 


sought  to  gain  some  light,  for  if  the  fish  are  leaving  the 
coast  of  Norway,  or  not  fattening  in  its  waters,  the  centre 
of  production  will  be  removed.  It  was  most  interesting  to 
hear  the  various  judgments  expressed  on  this  point.  The 
fishermen  were  practically  unanimous  in  deciding  that  the 
cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  killing  of  the  whales ;  the 
merchants  declared  it  is  one  of  thee  things  no  one  can 
understand ;  whilst  the  makers  were  slow  to  express  an 
opinion,  but  were  unanimous  in  saying  that  they  would  revert 
to  the  normal  state  in  the  near  future.  This  I  felt  was  a  case 
of  the  "  wish  being  father  to  the  thought.''  The  captains  and 
mates  of  the  steamers  had  n  any  theories,  several  believing 
that  there  had  been  a  disturbance  under  the  sea,  which  in 
some  way  has  affected  both  fish  ;md  water ;  others  spoke  of 
a  diversion  of  the  Gulf-stream,  which  had  affected  in  some 
way  the  balance  of  things:  and,  again,  I  was  told  there  was 
a  scarcity  of  the  "lodden,"  a  small  fish  on  which  the  cod 
fefds;  and  one  tine  old  type  of  Norwegian  fisherman  believed 
it  was  a  visitation  from  God, 


I  quite  see  how  impossible  it  is  for  anyone  to  speak 
authoritatively  on  this  subject,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
next  season's  fishing  will  be  watched  with  the  keenest 
interest  by  all  persons  concerned.  For  the  production  of 
the  finest  brands  there  are  four  things  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, viz. : 

The  Condition  of  the  Fish  Producing  the  Oil, — This  has 
been  amply  demonstrated  this  year,  the  present  scarcity  of  cod- 
liver  oil  not  bting  caused  so  much  by  scarcity  of  fish  as  by  the 
fact  that  the  hvers  are  very  poor  and  contain  but  little  oil,  andf 
that  of  a  poor  quality,  hence  many  more  fish  are  required  to  make 
up  the  same  quantity  of  oil. 

Method  of  Manufacture. — In  the  freshness  and  the  selec- 
tion of  the  livers  lies  one  of  the  secrets  of  the  successful  manu- 
facture of  the  finest  qualities  of  cod-liver  oil.  The  process  of 
extracting  the  oil  is  of  equal  importance.  I  well  remember  care  - 
fully studying  the  extraction- apparatus,  shown  in  the  Norwegian 
Section  of  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  held  in  London  in  1883,  and 
I  was  convinced  then  that  the  Norwegians  were  making  great 
strides  in  the  making  of  cod-liver  oil.  They  have  greatly  im- 
proved since  then,  so  that  at  present  the  best  qualities  of  the  best 
niikers  leave  little  to  be  desired. 

Climatic  Conditions. — Non-freezing  cod-liver  oil  is  the  kind 
mostly  indemand,  and  fetches  by  far  the  highest  prices.  To  produce 
this  the  oil  after  extraction  must  be  filtered  at  certain  degrees  of 
temperature,  either  naturally  or  artifically  produced,  so  that  the 
stearin  may  be  separated.  The  Norwegian  winters  are  admirably 
suited  to  this  operation.  My  experience  may  be  different  from 
others  and  I  may  be  wrong  in  my  conclusions,  but  I  have  found 
that  oil  fitered  largely  under  natural  conditions  is  superior  to  oil 
filtered  under  artificially  produced  temperature. 

Preservation  of  the  Oil  after  Preparation. — Cod-liver 
oil,  like  most  edible  oils,  is  liable  to  deterioration  either  by  ex- 
posure to  the  air  or  by  coming  in  contact  with  anything  likely  to 
affect  the  taste,  and  the  bright  tin  barrels  used  in  Norway  are  an 
ideal  package  for  the  preservation  of  the  oil,  both  from  contact 
with  the  air  and  anything  likely  to  contaminate  it. 

Newfoundland  oil.  until  quite  recently,  was  packed  in 
ordinary  wooden  barrels,  and  ran  more  risk  of  being  spoilt, 
by  beiDg  put  into  casks  previously  used  for  another  pur- 
pose, or  if  in  new  barrels  deriving  a  taste  from  the  wood- 
of  which  the  cask  was  made,  and  as  the  public  have  got 
educated  up  to  a  high  standard,  they  have  become  quick 
judges  of  any  departure  in  taste  or  smell  from  that  standard. 

Those  of  us  who  are  old  enough  to  remember  cod-liver  oil 
as  made,  say,  in  the  fifties,  do  not  wonder  at  the  prejudice  so 
often  expressed  by  middle-aged  people  against  cod-liver  oil — 
a  prejudice  evidently  handed  down  from  father  to  son,  and 
one  which  dies  hard.  The  present  scarcity  of  cod-liver  oil 
has  thrown  on  the  market  a  quantity  of  oil  made  from; 
inferior  livers,  which  in  ordinary  years  would  have  been 
used  for  the  production  of  "cod  oil."  It  has  also  stimulated 
into  activity  all  the  makers  on  our  own  coast,  who  ordinarily 
confined  their  energies  to  the  making  of  cod  oil,  and  whoso 
plant  is  in  many  cases  only  suitable  for  the  pr<  ducticn  of 
that  class  of  oil.  As  there  is  always  a  generation  springing 
up  to  whom  the  taking  of  cod-liver  oil  is  a  new  experience, 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  a  prejudice  may  be  formed  which  will 
have  a  deterrent  effect  on  the  use  of  so  inestimable  a 
remedy  as  cod-liver  oil  has  been  demonstrated  to  be. 


personalis. 


Sir  William  Ramsay,  K.C.B.,  F.R.S.,  is,  it  is  reported' 
to  receive  the  1904  Nobel  prize  for  ch-mistry. 

Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  was-- 
last  week  unanimously  elected  chairman  of  the  feoffees  of 
All  Saints,  Oxford. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Warner,  who  has  been  representing  the  Odol 
Chemical-works  in  the  northern  comities  and  Scotland,  is- 
now  taking  also  the  south  and  west  counties  of  England  and1 
part  of  London,  and  has  removed  from  Leeds  to  London  as 
being  more  central. 

Mr.  Herbert  Tomlinson,  F.R.S.,  principal  of  the  South 
Western  Polytechnic,  Chelsea,  having  resigned,  the  governing 
body  have  recorded  their  cordial  appreciation  of  the  ad- 
mirable work  he  has  accomplished  in  organising  and 
developing  the  institute. 
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practical  mores  ano  formula?. 

Compound  Creosote  Pills. 
In  the  "  Bulletin  Commercial  "  M.  Raoux  claims  for  the  fol- 
lowing formula  perfect  "keeping  "  properties  : 

Beechwoocl- creosote  1  gram 

Extract  of  kola   0  5  gram 

Extract  of  coca   0  5  gram 

Powdered  liquorice  ...   2    grams,  or  q.s. 

Mix  and  divide  into  ten  pills. 

Compound  Syrup  of  Kola. 

Strychnina?  nit. 

Ext.  kolas  liq.   

Sodii  glycerophosph. 

Dissolve  with  a  gentle  heat  in — 

Syr.  aurant   203  grams 

Dose :  A  teaspoonf ul  three  times  daily. 

— Journal  de  Pharmane  d'Anmrs. 

Foot-rot  Mixture. 

Mix  equal  parts  of  tr.  myrrh.,  oil  of  thyme,  muriatic  acid, 
butter  of  antimony,  and  S.V.  rect. 


0  075  gram 
25'0  grams 
25  0  grams 


Foot- rot  Powder. 


Cupri  acetatis 
Aluminis  ... 
Cupri  sulphatis 
Hydrarg.  perehlor. 
Fem  sulpnatis 
Pulv.  carb.  lig. 


M. 


Foot-rot  Lotion. 


Mix, 


Butter  of  antimony  ... 
Blue  vitriol  ... 
French  verdigris 

Oil  of  vitriol  

Spirit  of  salt  

Arsenic 

Vinegar   


Siij. 

s*j. 

Sij. 

5ss. 
lit. 
5ss. 


2  oz. 

h  oz. 
\  oz. 

3  oz. 
£oz. 
i  oz. 

A  pint 


Mixture  for  Foot-rot  in  Sheep. 

Cupri  acetatis   

Pulv.  cupri  sulph.    ...       ...       ...  gvj. 

Acid,  acetic,  fort  §vj. 

Liq.  antim.  mur.      ...       ...  ... 

Aq.  ad  Sxviij. 

Po.l  the  powders  in  the  water,  pour  into  a  vessel,  and  when 
cold  add  the  acetic  acid  and  liq.  antimon.  mur. 


FURMTURE-OIL. 

Vinegar 
Linseed  oil  ... 
Spirit  of  salt... 
Benzoin 


Mix. 


15  oz. 
15  oz. 

5  oz. 

2  oz. 


Furniture- paste. 

Turpentine  38  oz. 

Yellow  wax    ...       ...       ...       ...     4  oz. 

Hard  paraffin    10  oz. 

Alkanet-root   3  oz. 

The  alkanet  root  to  be  macerated  in  the  turp3  for  a  week. 

FURNITURE-POLISH. 

Sapo.  castill  

Cerce  flav. 
Ceios  albas 

Spt.  terebinth.   

Aq.  ad   

Put  the  Castile  Eoap  in  a  pan  with  the  water  and  bring  scarcely 
to  the  boil.  Mix  the  turps  with  the  wax  in  a  basin  ;  afterwards 
add  the  former  to  the  latter  and  stir  well. 


2  oz. 

1  oz. 

1  oz. 
16  oz. 
26  oz. 


Haknhss-paste. 
Yellow  wax 
Oil  of  turpentine 

Indigo   

Prussian  blue 
Ivory  black 

Oil  of  origanum   


4  oz. 


5  OZ. 

2  oz. 
h  oz. 


Dressing  for  Boots. 

Boiled  linseed  oil   

Resin  

Beeswax   

MOUSE-POISON. 

Strychnine   

Arsenic 
Prussian  blue 

Sugar  

Wheaten  flour   


20  oz. 
4  oz. 
4  oz. 


5j. 
3j. 

gr.  v. 

5iv. 

5iv. 


Mix. 


flDeoical  (Sleaninos. 

Ill-effects  of  Salol. 

A  CASE  is  recorded  of  carboluria  resulting  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  salol  tablets.  After  six  tablets  had  been 
given  the  patient's  urine  became  olive  green  in  colour,  but 
the  symptoms  rapidly  disappeared  on  discontinuing  the 
drug. 

Salicylic  Acid  Externally. 
Timireff,  a  Russian  physician,  advocates  in  the  "  Revue 
Therapeutique ''  the  external  application  of  salicylic  acid  in 
rheumatism.    He  gives  two  formulas  for  ointments  which  he 
has  used  with  success.    One  is — 


Acidi  salicylici 
Axnngias  ... 
Ft.  ung. 


Siiss. 
|iij- 


To  this  may  be  added  a  little  turpentine,  and  the  oint- 
ment applied  to  the  inflamed  joints.    An  alternative  formula 

is — 

Acidi  salicylici        ....       ..        ...  5"ss. 

Spt  terebinth.        ..        ..        ...  5»ss. 

Lanolini        ...       ..        ..        ...  5iiss. 

Axungia?    ...  Jiij. 

Ft.  ung. 

According  to  the  prescriber  the  acid  is  rapidly  absorbed, 
irritation  of  the  stomach  is  avoided,  and  the  local  applica- 
tion possesses  pain-relieving  properties.  If  desired,  oil  of 
wintergreen  may  be  substituted  for  salicylic  acid,  and  sodium 
salicylate  may  be  given  internally  in  addition. 

Hyoscine-administration. 

Dr.  A.  Rose,  of  Horwich,  contributes  an  instructive 
memorandum  to  the  "  British  Medical  Journal  "  on  the  treat- 
ment of  paralysis  agitans.  This  disease,  usually  not  amenable 
to  treatment,  is  much  alleviated,  and  probably  in  time  cured, 
by  the  administration  of  hyoscine.  Drs.  Williamson  and  Bury, 
of  Manchester,  have  previously  noted  the  beneficial  effects 
of  hyoscine.  It  is  important  to  note  that  hyoscine  is  a  very 
powerful  drug,  and  must  be  administered  with  great  care. 
It  is  best  to  give  it  well  diluted  with  water.  Dr.  Williamson's 
prescription  is  a  useful  one — i  gr.  of  hyoscine  hydrobromide 
in  6  oz  of  chloroform-water.  At  first  two  teaspoonfuls  of 
this  may  be  given  in  the  morning  just  after  breakfast,  and 
at  bedtime,  and  the  dose  may  be  increased  to  even  six 
teaspoonfuls  gr.),  but  Dr.  Rose  has  never  had  to  give 
more  than  jjg  gr.  at  one  time. 

Gonorrhcea-treatment. 

A  continental  worker  has  been  investigating  the  claims 
of  gonosan  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrbcea,  and  finds  it  of 
great  service.  A  1-per-cent.  solution  of  protargol  is  used  as 
an  injection  and  two  gonosan  capsules  taken  four  or  five 
times  daily. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Purdy  tells  in  the  "  Lancet  "  of  the  uses  of 
argyrol — a  combination  of  silver  with  a  proteid  extracted 
from  wheat — in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea.  Aigyrol  is 
very  soluble  in  water,  and  neither  coagulates  albumen  nor 
precipitates  chlorides.  It  is  used  in  5  per-cent.  solution  as 
»n  injection,  2  dr.  of  the  liquid  being  used  at  a  time  and 
retained  for  five  minutes  in  the  urethra.  Before  the 
injection  the  use  of  warm  water  or  solution  of  boric  acid  is 
recommended.  Dr.  Purdy,  who  is  a  lock-hospital  surgeon, 
finds  that  for  internal  treatment,  which  is  continued  whilst 
using  the  injection,  pulvis  cubebfe,  resina  copaibas,  and 
oleum  santali  all  act  equally  weH. 
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TOnter  Session* 


Royal  Photographic  Society. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Royal  Photographic  Society  on 
December  22,  Mr.  H.  W.  Bennett  introduced  a  simple 
method  of 

Sensitising  Carbon-tissue. 

One  of  the  most  charming  features  of  the  carbon-process, 
said  the  lecturer,  is  the  facility  it  affords  for  printing  in  so 
many  different  and  beautiful  colours.  The  worker  in  a 
comparatively  small  way,  however,  is  met  by  serious  diffi- 
culties when  he  wishes  to  keep  a  small  stock  of  sensitised 
tissue.  The  obvious  remedy  is  to  sensitise  the  tissue  oneself 
as  it  is  required;  but,  unless  the  drying-arrangements  are 
perfect,  the  sensitising  in  the  ordinary  way  proves  far  from 
satisfactory.  By  the  method  proposed  by  Mr.  Bennett,  even 
the  smallest  quantities  of  tissue  can  be  sensitised  and  dried 
in  any  ordinary  room.  The  sensitising-solution  is  as  follows  : 

Potassium  bichromate    Jj- 

Citric  acid     ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Water   §l. 

Liquid  ammonia      ...         (about)  5vj. 

The  proportion  of  ammonia  varies  slightly,  but  sufficient 
should  be  used  to  change  the  colour  of  the  solution  to  a 
distinct  lemon-yellow.  This  solution  is  suitable  for  all 
makes  of  tissue,  except  that  in  the  case  of  Wellington  & 
Ward's  tissue  only  about  one-third  of  the  quantity  of  am- 
monia is  required.  The  drying  can  be  carried  out  without 
special  precautions  beyond  the  darkening  of  the  room,  and 
takes  from  four  to  seven  hours.  Tissue  sensitised  according 
to  this  method  shows  no  tendency  to  break,  and  allows  the 
backing-paper  to  be  stripped  off  quite  easily.  The  citric 
acid  has  considerable  effect  in  regard  to  the  gradations  of 
the  print,  and  the  proportion  may  be  increased  or  decreased 
as  found  desirable.  The  printing  takes  about  50  per  cent, 
longer  than  usual,  but  that  is  a  small  disadvantage  in  face 
of  the  fine  gradations  obtainable. 

At  the  same  meeting  Mr.  T.  Thorne  Baker,  F.C.S.,  read 
a  paper  on 

Combined  Development  and  Fixing. 

Edinol  and  hydroquinone,  as  reducing-agents,  appear  to 
give  more  promising  results  than  other  developers,  and 
from  3  to  25  per  cent,  of  hypo,  is  used  in  the  solution.  The 
hypo,  favours  fog,  and  the  lecturer  spoke  of  almost  all  his 
experiments  as  failures  ;  but  some  lantern-slides  which  were 
shown,  made  from  negatives  developed  and  fixed  simul- 
taneously, were  certainly  all  but  perfect. 


British  Astronomical  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Sion  College,  Victoria  Embankment, 
E.C.,  on  December  30,  when  Sir  William  Ramsay  gave  a 
lecture  entitled 

Some  Speculations  regarding  Atoms  and  Stars. 
Beginning  with  a  sketch  of  the  discovery  of  helium,  the 
lecturer  gave  reasons  for  holding  that  terrestrial  helium  is 
the  same  as  that  existing  in  the  sun,  and  that  there  is  no 
other  unknown  body,  asterium,  associated  with  it  in  the 
chromosphere,  as  is  sometimes  supposed.  He  next  pointed 
out  that  of  the  group  of  inactive  gases — helium,  neon,  argon, 
krypton,  and  xenon — only  helium  and  krypton  have  been 
detected  in  stellar  bodies,  and  went  on  to  apply  the  fact 
that  the  characteristic  line  of  krypton  is  prominent  in  the 
spectrum  of  the  aurora  to  the  explanation  of  that 
phenomenon.  These  five  gases,  having  their  molecules 
composed  of  single  atoms,  not  of  a  pair  of  atoms  like  the 
other  gases  of  the  atmosphere,  get  heated,  he  suggested, 
more  rapidly  than  the  others,  and  are  carried  up  more 
rapidly  to  the  outer  confines  of  the  atmosphere  by  the 
general  atmospheric  circulation.  Hence  the  top  layers  of 
the  atmosphere  may  be  supposed  to  consist  largely  oi  those 
gases.  Arrhenius's  hypothesis  is  that  electrified  particles 
are  shot  out  from  the  sun  and  in  turn  electrify  the  jases  in 
the  top  layers  ;  in  this  way  the  argon  and  its  companions 


are  excited  to  yield  their  characteristic  spectra.  The  reason 
why  the  spectrum  of  krypton  alone  is  visible  is,  as  indicated 
by  laboratory  experiments  Sir  William  has  carried  out, 
because  it  has  a  greater  power  of  emitting  light  than  the 
others.  The  aurora  may  then  be  considered  as  a  ring  dis- 
charge round  the  poles  of  the  earth,  by  which  the  yellow- 
green  line  of  krypton,  the  line  that  makes  the  aurora  what  it 
is,  is  caused  to  shine  out,  the  streamers  being  the  effect  of 
the  magnetic  action  exerted  by  the  earth.  Sir  William 
Ramsay  next  described  some  of  the  phenomena  afforded  by 
radium.  In  addition  to  three  kinds  of  rays,  the  element 
gives  off  a  self-luminous  gas  or  emanation,  which  contracts 
very  quickly — so  quickly,  indeed,  that  in  a  month  it  contracts 
itself  out  of  existence,  leaving  only  a  purple  discoloration  in 
the  glass  of  its  tube.  He  tuld  how  in  trying  to  get  the 
spectrum  of  this  emanation  he  found  one  of  the  helium  lines, 
and  a  few  days  later  discovered  that  the  tube  yielded  the 
complete  spectrum  of  helium,  his  inference  being  that  the 
emanation  is  continually  changing  inio  helium  which,  per- 
haps, disappears  in  the  glass.  The  speculation  was  suggested 
that  there  is  a  limit  to  the  size  of  atoms,  as  of  stars,  and  that 
some  atoms  are  too  heavy  to  be  stable  and  throw  off 
electrons,  just  as  the  planets,  on  the  nebular  hypothesis,  were 
thrown  off  by  the  original  nebula.  The  atoms  of  bodies  like 
uranium  or  radium  may  be  supposed  to  have  reached  this 
limit  of  stability,  and  conceivably  the  electrons  they  shoot 
off  form  matter  with  simple  atoms  which  in  turn  polymerise 
into  heavier  ones. 


Business  Changes, 

Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited)  are  opening  a  new 
branch  business  in  Finchley  Road,  N.W. 

Mr.  H.  Brooke  has  taken  over  the  business  of  Mr.  J. 
Leach,  chemist  and  druggist,  Crawley. 

Mr.  H.  B.  K.  Marshall,  chemist  and  druggist,  Croydon, 
has  purchased  the  business  of  Messrs.  Pollock  &  Co.  at 
133  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C. 

Mr.  J.  Holloway,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
from  Messrs.  W.  Wood  &  Son  (Limited)  the  business  at 
25  Finsbury  Road,  Wood  Green,  N. 

Messrs.  Allan  &  Co.  have  acquired  the  business  at 
80  Holt  Road,  Kensington,  Liverpool,  formerly  belonging  to 
Mr.  G.  V.  C.  Last,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Omega  (Limited),  owing  to  the  destruction  by  fire  of 
their  factory  at  14  and  16  Euston  Buildings,  N.W.,  have 
transferred  their  business  to  372  Euston  Road,  N.W. 

Mr.  John  Goldhill,  sponge-importer,  17  Houndsditch, 
E.C,  has  taken  his  sons,  Samuel,  David,  and  Walter, 
into  partnership,  and  in  future  ihe  style  of  the  firm  will  be 
John  Goldhill  &  Sons. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Breeze,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
from  Messrs.  Field,  Breeze  &  Co.  (Limited)  the  business  at 
83  Oxton  Road,  Birkenhead,  which  he  will  henceforth  carry 
on  on  his  own  account. 

Messrs.  Tugwood  &  Wilton,  manufacturers'of  "  Audesol" 
and  "  Audefoam  "  sanitary  compounds,  have  removed  their 
offices  from  22  Basinghall  Street,  E  C,  to  their  works  at 
173  High  Street,  Shadwell,  E. 

Messrs.  Brummerstaedt  &  Luders,  drug-merchants, 
3  Cross  Lane,  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.C,  have  dissolved  partner- 
ship. Mr.  W.  Luders  retires  from  the  business,  which  will 
be  carried  on  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Brummerstaedt,  under  the  style 
of  Messrs.  H.  W.  Brummerstaedt  &  Co.,  at  the  above  address. 


A  New  Terpene.— Zelinsky  and  Alexandrof  (''Jour.  Soe. 
Phys.  Chim.  Buss.,"  34,  848)  report  that  they  have  isolated  a 
pinene  from  Russian  turpentine  oil  with  the  following  properties  : 
Boiliug  point,  156°-158°  ;  sp.  gr.,  0-865Y  ;  refractive  index,  1-4688  ; 
optical  rotation,  -52°  44'.  It  was  then  further  purified,  and  the 
contents  were  found  to  be  sp.  gr.,  0'8688  ;  boiling-point,  158'5°- 
159°  ;  rotation  =  -  70°-75°  ;  refractive  index,  14700.  It  forms  a 
crystalline  mass  melting  at  16°,  and  yields  a  hydrochloride  melting 
at  121°.  It  gives  no  crystalline  compound  with  nitrosyl  chloride 
as  does  ordinary  pinene.  We  hardly  consider  that  the  author  is, 
justified  in  describing  this  body  as  "pinene." 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  o  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  o  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Mr.  Ince's  New  Book. 

Sir,— May  I  add  my  word  of  appreciation  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Ince's  new  work  on  "  Elementary  Dispensing  Practice "  1 
As  an  old  pupil  of  Mr.  Ince's,  I  have  often  tried  to  impart 
such  of  his  sayings  as  I  could  remember  to  students  working 
under  me,  but  it  is  a  great  advantage  to  be  able  to  place  a 
hook  in  their  hands  which  will  go  far  to  provide  a  "con- 
current curriculum"  in  at  least  one  subject  for  the  Minor 
examination.  Yours  faithfully, 

Exeter,  December  28.  H.  Wippell  Gadd. 

Another  Grumble. 

Sir,— Wherein  lies  the  necessity  for  absolute  silence  re- 
garding the  doings  of  the  deputation  to  Somerset  House  1 
When  this  deputation  was  first  suggested  the  feeling  in  the 
Council  was  against  it,  and  the  feeling  in  the  country  was 
against  it.  Even  "Xrayser"  acknowledged,  after  reading 
the  various  letters  and  reports  of  meetings  in  the  C.  <$■  D , 
that  the  Council  was  backed  by  the  feeling  in  the  country 
in  opposing  it.  The  fact  is,  we  had  our  doubts  about  the 
deputation.  We  believe  that  the  authorities  at  Somerset 
House  were  doing  their  best  for  chemists  without  any  depu- 
tation. They  said  from  the  start  that  chemists,  under  the 
new  readiDg  of  an  old  Act,  would  have  privileges  which 
limited  companies  and  unqualified  men  would  not  have; 
and  every  step  they  have  taken  since,  although  their  course 
has  been  a  little  tortuous,  has  indicated  a  steady  advance 
in  this  direction.  Now  we  hear  something  about  the  Army 
and  Navy  Stores,  wholesale  dealers,  &c.  I  never  doubted 
that  these  men  would  fight  their  own  battle,  and  fight  it 
successfully,  but  we  must  be  satisfied  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  is  at  least  not  helping  them.  This  deputation 
was  sent  in  direct  opposition  to  the  expressed  feeling  of  the 
country,  and  it  will  not  do  to  conceal  anything  connected 
with  it.  We  must  have  full  information.  Mr.  Michael 
Carteighe,  who  presided  over  tie  destinies  of  pharmacy  so 
long  in  this  country,  with  results  which  we  all  see,  will 
perhaps  favour  us  in  this  matter. 

Dumfries.  James  Eeid. 

The  Ash  of  Drugs. 

SiR, — I  have  the  honour  to  draw  your  attention  to  your 
report  of  my  speech  at  the  house  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  on  December  8,  as  quoted  in  your 
issue  of  December  12  You  there  make  me  appear  to  have 
said  "  must  be  suitable  for,"  whereas  I  said  "  must  be  suited 
to."  Further,  you  quote  nothing  else  practically  than  an 
item  in  reference  to  the  Pharmaceutical  College  of  Brisbane, 
in  which  I  am  reported  to  have  said  "  students  prefer," 
whereas  I  said  that  "students  raised  less  objection  to 
learning  an  ash-test."  By  your  report  it  would  appear  as  if 
the  College  taught  ash-tests  practically,  whereas  they  do  not, 
nor  did  I  infer  as  much. 

Croydon.  Stiles  W.  G.  Rich,  F.C.S. 

Meat-extract  Adulterated  with  Yeast. 
SlR  — You  have  already  dealt  editorially  with  this,  and  have 
also  published  in  your  journal  a  method  for  detecting  small 
■quantities  of  the  adulterant  devised  in  our  laboratories.  We 
now  wish  to  state  that  we  are  willing  to  examine  doubtful 
preparations  for  our  customers  free  of  cost.  In  the  meantime 
innocent  retailers  may  be  running  considerable  risk  of  legal 
proceedings  by  retailing  the  adulterated  extract  which  was 
imported,  we  believe,  from  a  continental  firm.  Traders  will 
ba  perfectly  safe  in  selling  "  bovril,"  which  is  absolutely  pure, 
and  which  contains  the  nourishment  that  is  lackirig  in  even 


the  best  meat  extracts.  Every  package  has  our  guarantee, 
and  can  be  analysed  free  of  cost  by  the  British  Analytical 
Control,  32  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Bovril  (Limited), 
Douglas  Walker,  Managing  Director. 
Old  Street,  E.C.,  December  29. 

The  Hamilton  Case. 

Sir, — We  have  not  heard  enough  of  this  case.  First  we 
are  informed  that  Sheriff-Substitute  Thomson  refused  to 
hear  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill's  evidence  because  he  would 
not  disclose  the  name  of  the  original  complainer,  and  the 
case  was  closed,  judgment  being  given  in  favour  of  the 
defence.  Next  we  are  informed  that,  contrary  to  common 
practice,  Sheriff-Substitute  Thomson  states  a  case  for  appeal 
without  the  aid  of  the  party  appealing,  and  states  it  in  such 
a  way  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  pays  expenses  and 
drops  the  case  rather  than  proceed  on  this  statement. 
(See  C.  $>•  D.,  page  1009.)  Then  "  The  Scottish  Farmer  " 
comes  behind  all  this  with  the  information  that  we  are 
beaten.  When  we  chemists  read  Sheriff-Substitute  Thom- 
son's remarks  to  Mr.  Rutherford  Hill,  we  exercised  patience 
and  waited  for  the  inevitable  appeal,  when  we  thought  all 
would  be  put  right,  but  in  place  of  that  we  find  a  state- 
ment published  broadcast  that  we  are  beaten.  All  this  will 
not  do.  We  must  have  the  facts  of  the  case.  Mr. 
Morison,  our  Solicitor  in  Edinburgh,  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
man  to  answer  the  following  questions : 

Was  there  any  flaw  in  the  evidence  that  scheduled  poison  had 
been  sold  at  Hamilton  by  an  unqualified  person  ? 

Had  Sheriff- Substitute  Thomson  legal  precedeni  for  insisting 
on  the  name  of  the  original  informer  being  disclosed  if  Mr. 
Rutherford  Hill  had  got  proper  evidence  to  satisfy  himself  that 
his  case  was  good  ? 

Is  it  according  to  legal  precedent  that  a  man  from  whose 
judgment  appeal  is  mide  should  be  allowed  to  make  out  the  case 
for  appeal  himself  without  the  aid  of  the  party  appealing,  as  is 
averred  in  this  case  ? 

Why  is  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  so  silent  regarding  the 
whole  case  ? 

Can  we  not  have  definite  information  regarding  the  case  as 
stated  by  Sheriff-Substitute  Thomson  for  appeal '? 

At  present  we  do  not  know  how  the  Sheriff  stated  the  case 
further  than  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  would  not 
appeal  on  his  statement.  In  the  interests  of  Sheriff- 
Substitute  Thomson  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  alike, 
the  terms  of  that  statement  should  be  disclosed. 

Dumfries,  December  28.  James  Reid. 

Bell-metal  Mortars. 

Mr.  Daniel  Davison,  of  Cromer,  whose  articles  on  bell- 
metal  mortars  are  familiar  to  our  readers,  has  recently 
received  from  Mr.  George  Wallace,  of  Brisbane,  particulars 
of  two  mortars  which  have  been  in  his  possession  for 
fourteen  years.  Mr.  Wallace  is  not  a  chemist,  but  a  trade 
friend  showed  him  the  article  in  our  last  Winter  Number, 
hence  this  letter : 

The  mortars,  Mr.  Wallace  says,  have  rather  an  interesting 
history.  They  were  picked  up  about  twenty  years  ago  from  an 
old  wreck  on  a  shoal  on  the  inside  of  the  Great  Barrier  Beef,  a 
little  to  the  north  of  Cooktown,  by  a  pearl-shell  fisher  named 
Andrew  Johnson,  who  is  now  dead.  They  were  sold  to  me  by  the 
then  possessor  as  two  old  ship's  bells  ;  but  I  have  always  looked 
upon  them  as  medical  mortars,  and  your  article  has  satisfied  me 
as  to  their  true  nature.  The  fragment  of  wreck  from  which  they 
were  pinked  up  must  have  been  that  of  some  old  Dutch- Batavia 
ship.  These  Dutch-Batavia  men  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
northern  parts  of  Australia  long  before  the  advent  of  Captain  Cook 
to  these  shores;  bus  the  date  of  the  wreck  need  not  necessarily  be 
coeval  with  the  date  on  the  more  modern  mortar,  as  up  to  a  com- 
paratively late  date  these  articles  were  evidently  in  daily  use, 
either  for  domestic  or  medicinal  purposes. 

The  larger  one  i3  5jj  inches  high  by  5jf  inches  breadth  across  the 
top,  and  weighs  8|  lbs.  The  smaller  one  measures  5^  inches  high 
by  5J  inches  breadth  across  the  top,  and  weighs  6i  lbs.,  and  is  of 
inferior  workmanship  to  the  older  mortar.  They  both  bear  the 
same  inscription,  "lof  godt  van  al  a0,"  with  the  dates  1603  and 
1671  respectively,  and  are  in  excellent  preservation.  They  emit 
a  very  clear  tone  when  hung  up  and  struck,  and  I  am  not  sur- 
prised at  the  original  finder  taking  them  to  be  ship's  bells. 

The  photographs  which  accompany  the  letter  show  that 
the  larger  mortar  is  closely  similar  to  fig.  2  on  page  153  of 
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our  issue  of  July  25,  1903,  and  the  smaller  one  like  fig.  3c  in 
the  issue  of  January  31,  1903,  page  173.  Both  are,  however, 
superior  to  those  already  dei-cribed  in  haviDg  decoration  under 
the  waist-line  as  well  as  above. 

An  Early  Handbill. 

Sir, — In  overhauls  g  some  botanical  specimens  collected 
in  1726  I  found  one  enclosed  in  the  following  sheet  of  adver- 
tisements, which  m-iy  peihaps  be  of  interest  to  your  readers, 
since  it  shows  that,  pa'ent  or  proprietary  medicines  were 
then  in  vogue,  and  that  some  of  these  remedies  appeared  to 
be  panaceas  for  extremely  varied  diseases,  or  at  least  this 
claim  was  made  for  them;  a  sidelight  is  also  ih  own  <n 
what  amount  of  profit  the  proprietor  was  prepared  to  give  to 
the  middleman,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
nostrum-monger  of  the  seventeenth  was  more  generous  than 
his  successor  in  the  ninett  enth  century. 

I  am,  yours,  &c, 

Oxford.  G.  Claridge  Druce. 

[The  handbill  which  Mr.  Druce  sends  comprises  pages  5,  6,  11, 
and  12  of  an  apparently  16-page  pamphlet  which  was  given  with 
a  6<Z.  bottle  of  cordial.  The  following  is  a  paragraph  from  the 
fourth  page  : 

For  a  COLD,  or  Pain  in  the  Head,  or  Limbs. 

If  any  Person  has  Catcht  any  Cold,  that  has  given  them  any 
Pain  any  where  in  their  Limbs,  then  Get  at  any  Apothecaries 
2  Penny  Worth  of  Treacle.  Water,  and  put  to  it  3  Spoonfuls  of 
this  Cordial,  and  Drink  it  off  at  Going  to  Bed,  to  give  you  a  fine 
Breathing  Sweat,  and  to  take  away  your  Pain,  and  make  you  Well 
by  Morning. 

On  the  same  page  the  following  old  preparations  are  men- 
tioned : 

Syrup  of  Succory  with  rhubarb. 
Syrup  of  Marsh  Mallows. 

Syrup  of  Poppies  (these  Syrups  are  about  3<?.  an  Ounce — at 
any  Apothecaries). 

The  cordial  referred  to  was  "To  bp  had  Up  One  Pair  of  Stairs 
atl  the  Sign  of  the  Anodyne  Necklace,  against  Devreux-Coui  t, 
without  Temple  Bar, 

"Where  Allowance  is  Given  to  any  Shopkeeper  to  Sell  it  again. 
It  being  a  thing  of  General,  and  Ready  Use  for  Children,  and 
Grown  Persons  in  Town  and  Country." 

This  quotation  indicates  that  the  handbill  is  prior  in  date  to 
1783,  and  that  the  art  of  punctuation  was  at  a  low  ebb  in  the 
printer's  shop.  The  handbill  proceeds  to  deal  with  the  famous 
necklace,  although  treatment  of  the  ailments  of  infants  is  always 
the  leading  theme : 

A  vast  many  of  the  Anodyne  Necklaces  have  been  of  late  years 
used  upon  Dr.  Chamberlen's  Recommendation  in  Families,  who 
would  not  for  any  Thing  but  have  had  of  'em. 

And  indeed,  Since  the  Wearing  of  the  famous  Anodyne  Neck- 
lace is  so  very  Easy,  and  Safe  a  Remedy,  and  now  is  a  thing  of 
such  a  vast  Reputation,  and  Experience  in  the  World,  a  Mother 
wou'd  hardly  FORGIVE  HER  SELF,  whose  Child  should  DIE 
for  want  of  it. 

The  handbill  breaks  here,  but  page  11  still  harps  on  the  neck- 
lace, and  mingles  cramp  rings  with  it  in  the  following  style  : 

Mr.  Boyle  Specif.  Rem.  p.  19.  tells  us  also  that  he  himself 
was  Cured  of  the  Cramp  bv  the  Wearing  of  a  certain  RiDg  : 

And  when  the  Cramp  seized  my  Feet  (says  Mr.  Boyle)  the  Pain 
was  quickly  removed,  tho  I  applied  the  Ring  but  to  my  Finger. 

These  Necklaces  are  a  very  pretty  and  proper  thing  for  all 
God-Fathers,  God-Mothers,  Relations,  &  Friends,  to  Give  to 
Children,  either  at  Christmas,  or  any  other  Festival,  or  Time  of 
the  Year,  Or  for  a  New-Years-Gift, 

Or  for  a  Fairing  at  any  Fair,  time,  &c.  ALSO, 

For  all  Charitable  LADIES  in  the  Countries,  to  Give  to  the 
Children  of  their  Poor  Tenants,  and  Neighbours. 

Who  may  have  them  at 

FORTY  SHILLINGS  a  Dozen. 

Also  To  all  Shopkeepers  in  England,  Scotland,  &  Ireland,  to 
Sell  again,  &  a  Sheet  to  Hang  out,  is  given  with  'em. 

OTE.  Any  Trading  Person  that  has  these  Necklaces  at 
FORTY  SHILLINGS  a  Dozen  to  Sell  again  at  FIVE 
SHILLINGS  Each  Retail,  has  One  Part  in  Three  Allowance 
Profit,  The  Same  that  is  Allowed  in  the  Purging  Sugar  Plums, 
which  makes  it  fully  worth  Any  one's  while  to  endeavour  to 
Sell  them  to  their  Customers. 

The  handbill  next  deals  with  "  the  Famous  Drawing  Plaster," 
and  the  whole  of  the  twelfth  page  is  devoted  to  "  the  Famous 
PurgiDg  Sugar  Plums  which  have  nothing  of  mercury."] 


Pharmaceutical  Chemists  and  Jury-service. 

SIR, — I  note  in  the  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Western 
Chemists'  Association  that  they  are  in  doubt  respecting  the 
exemption  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  from  coroners'  juries' 
Your  Diary,  1904,  page  281,  gives  the  law  on  the  matter, 
and  copies  of  the  Acts  (for  there  are  two  exempting  pharma- 
ceutical chemists)  can  be  had  from  Messrs.  Eyre  &  Spottis- 
woode  for  a  few  pence.  Few  coroners  have  studied  or  know 
these  Acts;  but  a  challenge  to  them  to  take  legal  action 
against  chemists  refusing  service  has  a  marvellously  edu- 
cating effect.    I  have  proved  it  three  times. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Ph.  C.  (249/68.) 

[Some  coroners  have  a  notion  that  old  Acts  enable  them  to 
summon  any  male  person  whatsoever  to  serve  on  their  juries  ;  but 
it  was  decided  in  the  Queen  v.  Dutton  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
1892  that  exemption  under  the  Juries  Act,  1862,  extends  to  and- 
includes  coroners'  juries. — Editor.] 

The  Minor  Examination. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Chemicus  in  Embryo,"  I  may  say  that 
DothiDg  he  writes  contradicts  my  assertion  that  "  the  Minor 
examination  is  none  too  severe,"  and  "  the  sole  reason  for  the 
low  percentage  of  passes  is  that  men  go  up  who  are  wholly 
unprepared  for  an  examination,  as  required  by  the  syllabus." 
Perhaps  this  will  prove  what  I  said  in  my  first  letter.  Forty 
-tudents  whom  I  knew  entered  for  the  July  examination^ 
A  friend  and  myself  made  a  note  of  those  who,  we  thought, 
would  pass.  The  results  proved  that  out  of  eleven  who  were 
successful,  ten  of  the  names  were  on  our  list.  One  other 
got  through,  greatly  to  his  own  a-tonishraent  and  that  of 
others.  Most  of  the  men  who  came  down  complained  of  the 
unfairness,  &c,  of  the  examiners  and  the  severity  of  the 
ordeal.  To  my  mind,  the  groat  unfairness  consists  in  the 
fact  that  men  do  sometimes  pass  who  are  totally  unfitted  to 
do  so.  If  "Chemicus"  and  others  can  pass  the  practical 
part,  say,  in  October,  and  fail  on  the  second  day's  work, 
surely,  with  an  extra  three  months'  reading,  they  would  not 
find  the  slightest  difficulty  in  again  satisfying  the  examiners. 
The  scarcity  of  apprentices  seems  to  prove  not  that  the 
examination  is  now  too  severe,  but  that  in  the  past  the 
standard  was  not  high  enough.  If  students  would  only  do- 
a  little  systematic  study  during  their  apprenticeship  and 
while  they  are  assistants,  we  should  not  bear  so  much  com- 
plaint about  the  "  severity  "  of  the  Minor. 

Yours  truly, 

Nux  Areca.  (257,30.) 


Dispensing  Notes. 

"  Filtering  out." 

Sir, — The  following  prescription  was  handed  to  me  by  a 
customer  yesterday  : 

Cocain.  hydrochlor.  ...  ...       ...  5ss. 

Potass,  bicarb.        ...  ...       ...  5iv. 

Glycer.  ac.  phenique    iRviij. 

Aquam  ad     ...       ...  ...       ...  3iv. 

Sig. :  The  throat- paint. 
We  dispensed  as  written,  and,  of  course,  got  a  precipitate 
of  cocaine.    Our  customer  returned  it  this  morning,  saying 
that  when  dispensed  in  Italy  it  contained  no  precipitate 
whatever.    Is  it  usual  to  filter- out  cocaine  I 

Yours,  &c, 

St.  Oggs.    (255/52  > 

[That  is  never  done  by  honest  and  intelligent  dispensers,  and  is 
not  justifiable  in  this  case.] 

Iodides  and  Ether. 
Sir,— Re  the  "  dispensing-problem  "  on  page  1067  of  last 
week's  issue,  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  fail  to  see  the  diffi- 
culty Mr  Waters  points  out.  I  have  made  up  the  mixture 
frequently,  and  never  experienced  any  trouble  with  it. 
After  reading  Mr.  Waters's  note  Imadeup  several  batches  of 
the  mixture,  using  first  spiritus  aHheris  freshly  prepared, 
secondly  "spiritus  wtheris"  that  had  been  in  stock  for 
some  time,  and  after  standing  for  sixty  hours  there  was  not 
the  slightest  precipitate  or  coloration  in  any  of  the  batches. 
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I  -would  suggest  to  Mr.  Waters  to  keep  his  ethers,  &c,  on  a 
stone  slab  in  one  of  the  bottom  cupboards  of  the  shop,  as 
when  exposed  to  strong  light  it  is  bound  to  undergo 
chemical  changes,  and  to  prepare  his  spiritus  rctheris  when 
required.  Yours  faithfully, 

Broxburn,  December  28.  D.  Brims. 

"Unna's  Paste." 
Sir,— What  should  be  dispensed  when  this  most  vague  of 
galenicals  is  ordered  as  above  without  further  indications  ? 
I  see  King's  College  Hospital  Pharmacopoeia  gives  a  formula 
for  "  Pasta  Unna,"  and  there  are  others  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  "  and  many  others  elsewhere. 
Yours  truly, 

Searcher  after  Truth.  (252/44.) 

[The  Unna's  paste  first  used  in  this  country  was  the  zinc  one, 
and  although  many  modifications  of  this  as  well  as  other  pastes 
ha,ve  since  been  prescribed  by  Dr.  Unna,  we  would  give  pasta 
zinci  when  "  Pasta  Unna  "  is  ordered.  The  original  formula  for 
this  is : 

Zinci  oxidi   10 

Terroe  siliceas...       ...       ...       ...  2 

Adipis  benzoati    28 

,    Lego  artis  terendo  misceantur. 

The  paste  containing  chalk,  zinc  oxide,  linseed  oil,  and  lime-water 
equal  parts  is  "pasta  zinci  mollis."] 

Problems. 

Sir, — What  is  the  proper  way  of  dispensing  the  subjoined 
prescriptions  ?  I  have  tried  various  ways,  but  nine  times  out 
of  ten  it  is  a  failure,  either  turning  a  greyish  colour  (not 
caused  by  the  use  of  a  steel  knife),  but  more  frequently 
separating.  Yours  very  sincerely, 

Unguentum.  (252/68.) 

Lanolin,  hydrosi    5iij. 

Glycerin  5iij< 

Amyli  5j- 

Hyararg.  oleatis  (10  per  cent.)  ...  5j- 
Acidi  salicylici        ...       ...       ...  9j. 

.  01.  rosa}   q.s. 

M,.  Ft.  ung. 

2. 

Lanolin.        ...       ...       ...       ...  3j. 

Glycerin  5viss. 

Amyli  5iss. 

Acidi  salicylic.         ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Liq.  picis  carb.        ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Hydrarg.  oleatis  (20  per  cent.)     ...  5ij. 

01.  ros.  geran.    q.s, 

M,    Ft.  ung. 

The  Quinine-mixture. 
Sir, — I  have  dispensed  many  times  prescriptions  similar 
to  the  one  in  question  without  difficulty ;  there  is  no  occasion 
to  add  any  mucilage  for  suspending  the  precipitate,  for  there 
is  none  if  the  mixture  is  properly  prepared.  Mr.  Willson's 
method  is  the  way  which  I  have  used  frequently  :  dissolving 
separately,  and  diluting  as  frvely  as  possible  before  mixing, 
a  clear  mixture  results.  Sometimes,  when  it  has  been  con- 
venient, I  hare  asked  the  prescriber  to  change  the  acid  from 
acid,  sulph.  dil.  to  acid,  citric,  q  s.  ;  then  I  put  the  quinine 
into  the  bottle  with  a  little  water,  and  gradually  acid  pulv.  acid, 
•citric,  just  sufficient  to  dissolve,  dilute,  and  add  (dissolved)  the 
pot.  iodid.  A  clear  mixture  without  any  deposit  results,  and 
it  keeps  clear;  in  fact,  I  have  never  heard  of  a  precipitate 
in  a  mixture  prepared  in  this  manner,  although  some  have 
been  kept  for  weeks.  Yours  truly, 

North  Finchley,  December  30.  J.  J.  Webb. 


Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "The  Chemists*  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  19C4. 
before  formulating  Queries. 


249/64.  Methyl,—  Bile  is  part  of  the  body,  but  "bile" 
is  also  used  as  short  for  "  biliousness."  Regard  "  Bile  pills  " 
is  a  dutiable  title.  "Wind"  is  flatulence  and  "water "is 
dropsy,  or  an  equivalent  urinary  ailment,  so  that  "  wind  and 
water  pills  "  is  a  dutiable  title.  "  Bronchial  pills,"  "  Bronchial 
mixture,"  and  "Bronchial  lozenges  "  are  not  dutiable  titles. 


259/15.  Antiseptic  Throat-pastilles. — At  our  suggestion  a 
subscriber  has  submitted  labels  bearing  this  title,  and  they 
have  been  marked  by  the  Board  "liable,  to  duty." 

256/38.  Beta. — A  proprietary  medicine  or  any  other 
medicine  containing  chlorodyne  in  appreciable  quantity  is 
a  poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

258/59.  'Radium. — An  employer  is  justified  in  dismissing 
without  notice  an  assistant  whom  he  finds  committing  a 
dishonest  act,  but  he  must  pay  the  assistant  remuneration 
due  up  to  the  moment  of  dismissal. 

246/18.  Carnarvon. — The  following  wording  is  not  duti- 
able : 

Throat  and  Lung  Mixture. 

Dose :  Adults,  one  tablespoonful ;  children  ten  years  old,  two 
teaspoonfuls  ;  children  three  or  four  years  old,  one  teaspoonful — 
three  or  four  times  a  day.    To  be  well  shaken. 

240/51.  Velox. — If  John  Jones,  Ph.C,  and  Tom  Brown, 
Ph.D.,  wish  to  trade  as  a  company,  yet  to  retain  the 
names  of  each  individual  on  the  pharmacy  he  has  hitherto 
conducted,  and  not  the  company  name,  it  will  require  some 
ingenuity  to  define  the  objects  for  which  the  company  is 
formed.  The  company-name  must  be  on  the  shops, 
stationery,  &c.  You  should  read  the  article  on  page  303  of 
our  1904  Diary. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  ana  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


239/32.  II.  A.  W. — We  are  not  sure  whether  it  is 
incandescent-mantle  manufacture  you  require  information 
about  or  electric  lamps.  If  you  will  explain,  we  will  try  to 
put  you  on  the  right  path. 

244/61.  J.  II.  J. — Etching  Glass  by  means  of  a  rubber 
stamp. — Hydrofluoric  acid  is  made  into  a  cream  with 
sulphate  of  barium,  and  the  resulting  "  ink "  used  with  a 
rubber  stamp. 

244/64.  /.  The  dark  colour  of  the  strawberry  jam 
seems  to  be  due  to  over-boiling,  and  is  irremedial.  Fumi- 
gating the  storage-casks  with  sulphur  would  not  have  a 
darkening  effect. 

3/12.  Nimrod.  — Needham's  shares  are  not  quoted  on  the 
London  Stock  Exchange,  but  a  local  stockbroker  could 
perhaps  give  you  a  price. 

241/48.  W.  O.  $  S  —  Potato- starch.— Full  details  of  the 
method  of  manufacturing  this  are  given  in  Vol.  III.  of  Thorpe's 
"  Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry."  The  process  is  too  long 
to  quote  here. 

233/6.  Nemo. — Perearbonate  of  Potash  is  known  in  trade 
as  "hypax"  and  "  antihypo."  It  is  used  as  a  hyposulphite 
of  soda  eliminator. 

244/48.  Cera  F. — (1)  Azo-orange  and  turmeric  are  tried 
colours  for  egg-powder.  There  are  probably  other  aniline 
dyes  besides  azo-orange  that  would  answer,  but  we  have  had 
no  experience  with  such.  Dinitrocresol  is  said  to  have  been 
used  with  fatal  results.  (2)  The  turmeric  needs  to  be  dry. 
(3)  Ext.  Croci  Liq.  is  made  of  a  strength  of  1  in  1  or 
1  in  1A,  the  saffron  being  exhausted  with  proof  spirit  by 
percolation.  As  a  colouring-matter  for  egg-powder  it  is 
triturated  with  some  of  the  rice-powder,  or  other  basis,  and 
dried.  The  proportion  of  any  colour  should  be  found  out  by 
experiment. 

243/72.  Ink. — Copying-ink. — Your  question  cannot  be 
answered  without  knowing  the  composition  of  the  ink  you 
use.  The  addition  of  glycerin  to  a  concentrated  logwood  or 
gall  ink  is  one  method  followed,  but  honey,  sugar,  and 
gum  arabic  are  usually  employed.  Your  present  recipe  may 
perhaps  be  modified  by  following  these  suggestions. 
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211/8.  Velox. — Sizes  and  styles  of  type  vary  with  the 
founder,  but  the  differences  are  often  microscopical.  An 
encyclopedia  will  give  you  the  names  of  the  ordinary  types 
used  in  book  and  newspaper  work,  but  for  fancy  types  a 
typefounder's  catalogue  would  need  to  be  consulted. 

244/38.  G.  A.  31. — The  embryo  varnish-maker  should 
have  a  good  grinding  in  general  chemistry  first,  then  branch 
off  into  the  chemistry  of  oils  and  varnishes.  Books  on  the 
last  part  of  the  course  are  Lewkowitsch's  " Chemical  Analysis 
of  Oils  and  Fats"  (21s.,  Macmillan),  Cameron's  "  Oils  and 
Varnishes"  (Churchill),  and  Wright's  "Fixed  Oils,  &c." 
(Griffin,  28s ).  The  article  on  Varnishes  in  Thorpe  a  "Dic- 
tionary of  Applied  Chemistry  "  is  good,  but  short. 

274/33.  77".  M.  T. — -A  few  weeks  ago  a  subscriber  told  us 
that  "  Potato  Drops  "  in  the  Birmingham  district  is  dec.  aloes 
co.  cone. 

235/45.  J.  IF.—  Elixir  Terpin.  c.  Heroin.— See  G.  $  Z>., 
November  7,  page  784. 

227  60.  Paregoric. — The  thickening  property  of  Gelatin, 
is  impared  by  prolonged  heating.  The  gelatinising  power  is 
also  lost  on  solution  in  glacial  acetic  acid  or  mineral  acid. 
Chloral  hydrate  has  also  a  liquefying  action  on  gelatin. 

196/61.  M.  F.  C.  8.— Books  on  Coal-beds.— Green  & 
Miall's  "  Coal :  Its  History  and  Uses  "  (12s.  6rt  ,  Macmillan), 
Galloway's  "History  of  Coal-mining"  (7«.  6Z,  Macmillan'K 
and  the  article  in  the  "  Encyclopedia  Britannica  "  on  Coal! 
None  of  these  are  recent  works,  but  perhaps  they  will  serve 
the  particular  purpose  you  have  in  view.  Books  on  Coal- 
tar  Colours. — Benedikt's  "  Chemistry  of  Coal-tar  Colours" 
(6f.  6d.,  Bell),  or  Hurst's  "  Dictionary  of  the  Coal-tar  Colours  " 
(10s  6d.,  Heywood).  The  latter  gives  copious  references  to 
the  patents  which  describe  the  manufacture  of  aniline  dyes. 

^  229/13.^  IF.  T.  K.— Antidipso  has  been  found  by  the 
"  Lancet  "  to  consist  of  potassium  bromide  and  sugar  of  milk 
A  5-gr.  powder  contained  about  1  gr.  of  bromide.  If  you 
have  time,  you  might  see  if  you  can  confirm  this  analysis. 

230/22  //.  W.  G.  M—  Cleaning  Scarlet  Cloth. — A 
contributor  some  years  ago  informed  us  that  the  War  Office 
metnod  is  as  follows  :  First  well  beat  and  brush  the  garment, 
then  with  a  clean  hard  brush  apply  a  solution  of  potassium 
superoxalate  (1  oz  )  in  water  (Oiss.).  Following  this,  another 
solution  of  cream  of  tartar  (in  the  same  proportions)  is 
applied  and  the  coats  hung  up  in  the  sun  or  a  dry  place,  but 
not  in  front  of  the  fire. 

169/71.  H.  B.  $  Co.—  The  Skin-cream  has  a  basis  of 
casein.    The  proportion  is  approximately  as  follows  : 

Powdered  casein    5gg. 

Powdered  borax    5ij. 

Glycerin        ...  ...       ...       ...  5;^ 

White  vaseline    5iv. 

Distilled  water   

148/45.  T.  A:.— There  is  co  strychnine  in  the  Cattle- 
powder.  The  tonic  properties  seem  to  be  due  to  powdered 
gentian. 

197/72.  J.  P. — Nit-lotion  . — There  is  no  better  pre- 
paration of  stavesacre  for  destroying  nits  than  the  Edinburgh 
Infirmary  formula.  It  has  been  printed  in  the  C.  %  B, 
several  times,  and  is  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
page  91. 

154/68.  {M. P.S.I.)  and  11/9  (  C.  S.)  —Bed- water  in  Cattle. 
—The  powder  sent  by  both  above  subscribers  is  similar  if  not 
identical.  Each  of  the  5iss.  powders  contains  about  8  to 
10  gr.  of  antim.  tart,  diluted  with  pulv.  carbonis  and  pulv. 
glycyrrhizro. 

138/74.  F.  §  Co. — We  suggest  that  the  so-called  water- 
proof bag  be  relined  with  indiarubber-sheeting  to  make  it 
really  rainproof. 

147,47.  J.  F.  G. — Indian  Hair-wash. — Your  sample 
does  not  yield  much  to  analysis,  the  results  being  mostly 
negative.  It  contains  camphor,  spirit  of  rosemary,  and 
eau-de-Cologne,  and  the  pink  colour  is  due  to  cochineal. 


E  G.  has  sent  neither  name  nor  address. 

255/36.    F.  E.  C. — We  will  keep  your  note  before  us. 

193/58.  A,  E.  M.  —  Che  Skin-cream  is  a  tragacanth  one, 
the  wmteness  you  remark  on  being  due  to  the  addition  of 
simple  tincture  of  benzoin. 

158/63.  A.  W.  M. — The  Crystal  for  cleaning  tunics  and 
caps  of  the  men  of  the  Koyal  Irish  Constabulary  is  carbonate 
of  soda. 

149/73.  Aconite. — The  Broken-wind  Powder  for  horses 
is  mainly  pulv.  resinse.  Whit  the  other  ingredients  are  we 
are  unable  to  say. 

147/49.  Bextrin. — We  do  not  think  any  chemical  means 
would  be  of  use  in  restoring  the  kid  gloves  that  hav-*  gone 
spotty.  The  trouble  is  not  on  the  surface,  but  is  due  to  the 
manner  the  leather  is  dressed.  Experiments  we  have  made 
with  a  view  to  remedying  the  defect  were  unsuccessful.  The 
dyer's  art  could  probably  make  the  gloves  saleable. 

138/73.  T.  W.  S.—  Dry  Milk —You  will  find  particulars 
of  two  companies  which  have  recently  been  formed  to  exploit 
dry  milk  in  the  C.  <f  B.,  November  14,  page  818 

138146.  -1.  J.  W. — Cement  for  Affixing  Iron  to  Glass.— 
Enamelled-metal  letters  are  fixed  to  glass  by  means  of  a 
mixture  of  red  lead,  white  lead,  and  gold  size.  In  place  of 
gold  size  some  workmen  use  a  thick  solution  of  shellac  in 
spirit  The  recipes  you  send  are  somewhat  fanciful,  and 
perhaps  intentionally  misleading. 

227/72.  Piliila  —(A)  Mr.  Brent  Good  purchased  in  1878 
an  interest  in  the  little  liver-pill  made  by  Dr.  Carter,  of 
Erie,  Pa.,  and  brought  the  pills  to  this  country  in  1886  We 
do  not  know  when  Dr.  Carter  introduced  them.  (B)  The 
vulcanisation  of  indiarubber  is  not  in  our  line  nor  in  yours, 
for  it  is  a  "dangerous  "  trade,  which  you  must  get  authority 
to  carry  on.  (C)  At  least  1  lb.  of  arsenic  is  required  for 
each  gallon  of  weed-killer,  strength  being  the  secret  of 
success. 


A  Chemist's  Death. — On  Thursday,  December  31,  at  the 
Westminster  Coroner's  Court,  Mr.  John  Troutbeck  held  au  inquiry 
with  reference  to  the  death  of  George  Robert  Ha  ward  (40),  a 
chemist  and  druggist,  carrying  on  business  at  409  Norwood  Road, 
S.E  ,  who  died  in  St.  George's  Hospital.  The  widow  said  her 
husband  had  been  ailing  since  the  early  spring,  and  went  to  St. 
George's  Hospital  on  November  29.  She  went  to  see  him  on 
Christmas  Day,  when  he  seemed  better,  but  was  very  depressed. 
She  understood,  however,  that  this  was  the  effect  of  the  medicines 
he  was  taking.  Witness  gave  him  twelve  nitro-glycerin  tabloids, 
each  containing  ,  —  gr.  and  made  by  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 
She  took  them  from  the  business  and  gave  them  to  her  husband 
fastened  in  the  corner  of  a  pocket-handkerchief.  She  gave  them 
to  him  because  he  liked  to  have  them.  She  did  not  tell  the  nurse 
she  had  brought  them.  Her  husband  did  not  take  any  in  her 
presence  that  day.  She  did  not  know  how  many  he  w^s  in  the 
habit  <  f  taking  at  home.  He  did  not  tell  her  he  was  going  to 
take  any  of  the  tabloids  that  day.  She  had  known  him  to  take 
three  within  an  hour  when  very  bad.  He  never  expressed  a  wish 
to  end  his  life.  Dr.  Sweet-Evans,  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  said 
the  deceased  was  under  his  care  for  granular  kidneys  and 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  and  on  his  admission  his  condition  was  very 
serious,  but  he  improved  very  much.  Witness  never  prescribed 
nitro-glycerin,  which  lowered  the  resistance  of  the  small  arteries 
by  causing  them  to  diUte,  and  thus  easing  the  work  of  the  heart. 
It  might  have  been  thought  of  in  his  particular  illness,  but  it  was 
not  entirely  appropriate  It  would  be  impossible  to  undertake  the 
care  of  patients  if  drug*  were  brought  into  the  hospital.  In  this 
case  1  ha  giving  of  digitals  had  been  stopped,  and  nitro-glycerin 
would  weaken  the  heart's  action.  There  was  nothing  to  suggest 
suicide.  The  depression  was  due  to  the  action  of  caffeinei  citrate 
which  had  been  given.  A  staff-nurse  at  the  hospital  said  she  heard 
the  patient  cough,  and  shortly  afterwards  fouud  him  dead.  She 
discovered  in  his  bed  twelve  nitro-glycerin  tabloids.  They  were 
in  his  handkerchief,  which  he  was  holding  in  his  haud.  Dr. 
Ludwig  Freyberger,  who  made  an  autopsy,  said  death  was  due  to 
heart-failure  from  chronic  valvular  disease  of  that  organ,  chronic 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  and  chro  uc  pneumonia.  Assuming  that  he 
had  tanen  one  or  two  of  the  tabloids,  he  did  not  think  they  would 
have  caused  death,  as  there  was  a  recorded  case  of  a  boy  of  eight 
taking  no  fewer  than  thirty.  In  summing-up,  the  Coroner  com- 
mented on  the  great  danger  attending  the  secret  conveyance  of 
drugs  into  hospitals,  and  said  it  was  most  unfair  to  the  doctors, 
as  they  might  have  a  different  effect  on  the  patient. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  at* 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages  To  these  prices  various 
eharges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.:  December  31. 

STOCKTAKING  operations  and  the  holidays  have  reduced 
business  this  week  to  strictly  current  requirements,  and 
not  until  after  next  week's  drug-auctions  is  any  activity 
looked  for.  The  markets,  however,  close  the  year  with 
a  steady  feeling  in  most  articles,  and  when  business  is 
fully  resumed  some  developments  may  be  expected.  We 
have  previously  called  attention  to  the  possibility  of  an 
advance  in  English  refined  camphor,  and  it  has  since  taken 
place.  It  is  also  reported  that  the  German  refiners  have 
withdrawn  from  the  market.  Taken  altogether  the  outlook 
for  supplies  of  crude  material  is  becoming  serious,  and 
further  advances  in  refined  are  quite  possible.  American 
peppermint  oil  is  an  article  that  is  being  closely  watched 
both  here  and  in  New  York,  and  many  holders  look  for  an 
advance  after  the  turn  of  the  year.  Advices  from  the  United 
States  continue  very  strong  in  tine,  as  will  be  noted  under 
our  paragraph.  Only  a  retail  business  has  been  done  in 
quinine,  buyers  awaiting  news  regarding  the  shipments  from 
Java.  Tartaric  acid  keeps  very  firm,  and  citric  acid  is  a 
shade  better  in  sympathy.  Copper  sulphate  is  dearer  with 
an  improved  demand,  and  sulphate  of  ammonia  has  also 
advanced. 


Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  December  23  to 
December  30,  inclusive:  Acetone  (ffi  Fiume)  10,  i@  Hamburg) 
2;  acid,  acetic  (fa)  Frcdrikstad)  90  cbys.  35  bins.,  (®  Fiume)  20, 
(@  Kotterdam)  350  pkgs.  in  tr. ;  acid,  boric  @  Paris',  40;  a^id' 
lactic  (@  Hamburg),  10;  acid,  tartaric  (IS)  Bari)  8,  (@  Barletta) 
3.80,  @  Bordeaux)  12;  albumen  l@  Boulogne  ,  5;  aloes  ((a)  Mossel 
Bay),  50  ;  aniseed  (@  Hamburg)  12,  (@  Dardanelles)  296  ;  annatto- 
seed  (IS)  Madras).  18;  argol  (@  Cape  Town),  15:  arrowroot  (a) 
N»tal),  128  cs. ;  "  balsams"  (@  Maranham  ,  7  pkgs. ;  benzoin  (@ 
Singapore*,  12  cs. ;  buchu  (@  Cape  Town),  49;  camphor  (@ 
Hamburg),  82  cs. ;  canary-seed  (@  Rodosto*,  872 ;  carbide  of 
calcium  (@  Ancona),  400  cs  ;  cardamoms,  199;  chamomiles  (@ 
Ghent),  19 ;  cinchona  (@  Colombo)  19,  (@  Mollendo)  52 :  citrate 
of  lime  (@  Messina),  23;  cloves  (IS)  Singapore)  66  ca..  (@  Penang) 
10  cs. ;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Marseille)  49,  (IS)  Stettin)  5  ;  cinchona 
(@  Amsterdam)  375,  (@  Calicut  12;  drugs  (@  Leghorn)  21,  (@ 
Trieste)  937,  (@  Dieppe)  30,  @  Tapani  10;  gamboge  (fg>  Havre!  9; 
ginger  (®  Bombay!,  240;  guinea-grains  (@  W.C.  Africa)  15;  gum[ 
unenumerated  (@  Bombay  10,  (@  Suez  I  238  ;  honey  @  Chili)  44, 
<@  Leghorn)  100  ca.  ;  hypophosphitss  (@  New  Yorkl,  123  ca. ;' 
iodine  @  Valparaiso),  13;  jaborandi  (@  Parahyba),  8;  juniper- 
berries  (@  Leghorn),  60;  lemon-juice  (@  Mesaina),  '0;  manna, 
3;  myrrh  (@  Aden)  6,  and  16  in  tr.;  oil,  castor  (@  Italy',  65  cs. ; 
oil,  citronella  (@  Galle),  14  intr. ;  oil,  lemon  i(S)  Messina),  23; 
opum  (@  Salon'ca),  4;  oil,  cod  liver  (@  New  York  i  6  @  Aale- 
sund)  15,  (@  Christiania)  7 ;  oil,  lemongraas  @  Cochin),  16  cs  ; 
oils,  essential  (@  Messina)  67,  '@  Palermo'  9,  (@  Honj-Kong)  10  ; 
opium  (@  New  York)  18.  (@  Smyrna)  76,  (@  Consple.)  21 ;  otto 
of  rose  (@  Consple.),  1  ci. ;  pot  carb.  (@  Hamburg!,  18;  pot. 
cyanide  (@  Hamburg),  190;  quillaia  (@  Chili),  227;  quinine 
sulph.  (@  Batavia),  180  cs. ;  rhubarb  (@  Rotterdam),  66  C3. ; 
"roots"  (@  Marseilles),  395;  saccharin  (@  Rotterdam)  1,  (IS) 
Antwerp"  3;  sal  ammoniac  ((g)  Antwerp),  10;  sandarac  (@ 
Mogador),  101;  scammony  root  (@  Consple.),  18;  senna  (@ 
Suez),  15;  shellac  1,980,  button  ditto  296  ;  soda  chlorate  (@  Ant- 
werp), 15;  soy  @  Hong-Kongi,  96;  spermaceti  (@  Valparaiso) 
13,  (@  New  York)  60;  sulphur  (@  Messina*,  67;  tartar  (@ 
Rotterdam)  6,  (@  Naples)  2?,  (@  Bordeaux)  22,  (@  Barcelona) 


48;  tartar  emetic  (@  Hamburg1,  22;  thyme  (@  Marseilles),  12; 
turmer'C  (@  Calicut),  380  ;  vanilla  (@  Lisbon),  1  box  ;  wax,  bees' 
(@  Adelaide)  16,  (@  Madras)  5,  (@  Calcutta)  25,  (@  Morocco)  135, 
(@  Rotterdam)  6,  (@Genoa)  6,  (@  Dieppe  8,  (@  Spain  ■  41;  wax, 
Carnauba  (@  Ceara)  84,  (@  Parahybi)  129,  (@  Pernambuco)  180  ; 
wax,  unenumerated  (@  Hamburg),  4. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  December  30. 

Owing  to  the  holidays  very  little  business  is  passing. 

Acid  Tartaric. — Prices  of  foreign  have  still  further  advanced 
to  Is.  l^d.  per  lb.    Some  makers  have  withdrawn  altogether. 

Arsenic. — Firmly  held  at  13/.  10s.  per  ton,  and  an  advance 
may  be  expected  during  the  next  few  days. 

Calabar  Beans.  -  Several  small  arrivals  have  been  sold  at 
auction  at  8d.  per  lb. 

Camphor  (German). —A  sudden  advance  has  taken  place  of 
Id.  per  lb.,  2s.  Id.  beitjg  now  the  makers'  price. 

Carnauba  Wax. — A  demand  has  sprung  up  for  grey,  and  prices 
have  advanced  to  90s.  per  cwt. 

Castor  Oil. — Prices  are  well  maintained  at  recent  quota- 
tions. Sales  have  been  made  in  store  at  2§<7.  per  lb.  for  first- 
pressure  French,  at  which  sellers  are  firm. 

Castor-seed. — Recent  arrivals  have  been  sold  ex  quay  at 
8s.  7gd  per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — In  sympathy  with  tartaric,  several 
makers  have  advanced  their  price  a  further  Is.  per  cwt. 

Fennel-seed. — Price  is  well  maintained,  at  14s.  6d.  to  15s. 
per  cwt. 

Irish  Moss.  —Common  is  still  very  scarce,  and  held  firmly  at 
22s.  to  23s.  per  cwt.,  and  there  seems  very  little  chance  of  getting 
any  more  forward  just  at  present. 

Quillaia-bark. — Further  small  arrivals  have  taken  place, 
which  are  firmly  held  at  21?.  10s  per  ton. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  December  29. 

Business  is  very  quiet  owing  to  the  holidays. 

Camphor. — Refined  is  extremely  firm  ;  makers  are  not  offering 
a  t  present,  and  second-hand  quotes  460m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  easier,  at  145m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cocaine  (Crude)  is  firmer,  with  sales  of  some  hundred  kiloa. 

Carnauba-wax  is  very  firm,  at  from  187m.  to  200m.  per 
100  kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Ergot  is  undecided,  quotations  varying  considerably.  Present 
value  is  about  300m.  per  100  kilo3. 

Golden  Seal  is  firmer,  at  740m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  strong,  at  520m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japan-wax  is  firm,  at  146m.  per  100  kilos. 

Spermaceti  is  quoted  220m.  per  100  kilos. 

Senega  ia  quoted  730m.  to  725m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  neglected,  first-pressing  in  barrels 
offering  at  39m.  per  100  kilos.,  c.i.E.  Hamburg.  Cod-liver  oil  is 
quoted  410m.  per  barrel.  Japanese  fish-oil  is  firmer,  25nm.  per 
100  kilos  being  asked  for  shipment. 

Oils  (Essential). — Star-aniseed  is  quoted  lOJm.  per  kilo,,  and 
peppermint  (HGH)  is  firm  at  14Jm.  per  lb.,  Japanese  being 
quoted  16m.  per  kilo. 

American  Drug-market. 

cVem  Fork,  December  22. 

Business  is  quiet  with  the  approach  of  the  holidays. 

Aloes,  Curacoa,  is  firmly  held  at  3ic.  Owing  to  reports  from 
primary  sources,  higher  prices  are  anticipated. 

Beeswax. — Demand  is  poor,  but  the  market  is  firm  with  28nc, 
asked  for  ordinary  yellow. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Speculative  inquiry  has  resulted  in  an 
adva  ice  to  95c.  for  prime  green  tops ;  sittings  are  offered  at  90c 
per  lb. 

Ergot  is  unsettled,  and  little  business  is  passing  ;  37c.  to  40c. 
is  asked  for  both  Russian  and  Spanish. 

Fusel  Oil. — The  demand  ia  very  heavy,  and  supplies  hard  to 
obtain.  A  limited  amount  of  refined  is  available  at  $1.50,  and  of 
crude  at  $1.25. 

Mandrake  is  slow  of  sale,  with  10c.  an  inside  figure. 

Menthol  is  selling  at  $5.25  in  casea,  and  $5.35  in  broken  lots. 

Opium  is  dull  and  easy  at  $2.95  per  lb.  f  >r  single  cases. 

Quinine  is  quiet,  and  manufacturers'  quotations  are  unchanged 
at  25c.  Java  is  selling  from  second-hands  at  22ic.,  and  German 
at  24c. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  in  better  demand,  and  bulk  oil  has  sold  at 
$2.65.    The  market  is  firmer. 

Spekmaceti. — Lack  of  demand  has  eased  the  mirket,  and  block 
is  now  offering  at  23Ac. 

Senega  is  quiet  at  74c,  and  for  future  delivery  72c  would  be 
accepted. 

Sarsaparilla  has  declined  to  9c,  and  the  market  is  easy.  New 
arrivals  will  further  ease  the  market. 
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Cablegrams. 

New  Yoek,  December  31 : — Tame  conditions  prevaihhere. 
Opium  remains  dull  of  sale  at  #2  95  per  lb.  for  single  cases. 
Cod-liver  oil  is  lower  at  $100  per  barrel  Senega  is  easier  at 
74c.  per  lb.,  and  peppermint  oil  is  strong  at  #2.65  per  lb.  in 
tins.    Damiana  leaves  are  easy,  8o.  per  lb.  being  quoted. 

The  following  cablegrams  were  received  on  December  21 : — 

Hamburg  : — Refined  camphor  is  firmer  at  460m.  per  100 
kilos. ;  and  carnauba  wax  is  dearer. 

New  York  :  —Quiet  markets  prevail  here.  The  weak  feeling 
previously  noted  in  the  opium  market  continues,  and  prices 
may  be  shaded  to  $2  95  per  lb.  for  single  cases.  An  advance 
has  taken  place  in  cannabis  indica,  the  price  for  tops  being 
95c.  per  lb.  Podophyllum-root  continues  scarce,  and 
the  quotation  is  unaltered  at  10c.  An  easier  feeling  has  de- 
veloped in  senega,  and  72c.  will  now  buy.  Oil  of  peppermint 
closes  a  strong  market  at  $2  65  >er  lb.  for  oil  in  tins.  The 
menthol  market  continues  weak,  but  price  is  unaltered  at 
#5  25  per  lb  ,  and  the  tone  of  Mexican  sarsaparilla  remains 
easy  at  9j.  per  lb. 


Acid,  Benzoic,  ex  toluol,  keeps  firm  at  from  1*.  9d.  to 
Is.  9%d.  per  lb.  in  1  cwt.  cases. 

Acid,  Citric  — In  sympathy  with  tartaric,  the  market  is 
firm  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Tartaric  — The  market  continues  strong  at  Is.  lhd. 
per  lb.  for  English,  and  Is.  Q$d.  to  Is.  Id.  for  foreign. 

Acetaxilide  is  offered  at  8§i.  per  lb.  in  lots  of  2  cwt. 

Ammonia  Sulphate  is  dearer  on  the  spot  at  12/.  12j.  6d. 
per  ton  ;  Beckton  on  the  spot  is  nominal,  and  forward  is 
12/.  17s.  6d. ;  Beckton  terms.  January,  12/.  10.?. 

Buohu. — The  ss.  GoorlJra  from  Mossel  Bay  has  arrived 
with  49  bales  from  Cape  Town. 

Camphor. — A  substantial  advance  of  2d.  per  lb.  is  an- 
nounced by  the  English  refiners,  who  now  quote  bells  at 
2s.  5d  per  lb  ,  flowers  in  5  lb.  and  10  lb.  b">xes  2s.  4d  ,  tablets, 
4  oz  .  8  oz..  and  16  r>z.  at.  2t.  6d  ,  I  oz.  and  2  oz  2s.  l\d.,  \  oz. 
2s  3d  ,  and  ^  oz.  and  £oz.  2.?  8\d.  per  lb.  Half- ton" lots"  are 
subject  to  a  reduction  of  ^d.,  and  ton  lots  Id.  per  lb.  The 
German  makers,  it  is  said,  have  recently  withdrawn  from 
the  market,  but  in  second-hands  there  are  still  sellers. 
French  refined  is  about  2\d.  dearer,  bells  being  quoted 
2s  2d.  to  2s.  2\d  per  lb.  according  to  quantity  and  "  without 
engagement  "  ;  and  Japanese  tablets  are  obtainable  at  2t.  3\d. 
for  1  oz.,  2s.  4fZ.  for  A-oz  ,  and  2s.  5d.  for  ;J--oz. 

Cannabis  Indica.— The  spot  stock  in  first-hands  is  now 
about  20  bales,  and  the  quality  is  indifferent.  Holders 
are  not  anxious  sellers,  but  probably  a  little  is  obtainable  at 
4s.  per  lb. 

Cantharides. — New  Russian  are  obtainable  on  the  spot 
at  3s  3hd.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada.— The  latest  New  York  advices  are 
firmer  in  tone.  Sales  have  lately  been  made  at  80s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f..  London  steamershipment,  but  holders  on  the  coast  are 
not  willing  to  goon  at  this  figure. 

Cinchona. — The  shipments  from  Java  during  December 
amounted  to  1.18?  000  Amst.  lbs.,  and  for  the  eleven  months 
the  total  is  13,480,000  Amst.  lbs. 

Cloves. — A  rising  market  with  a  fair  amount  of  specu- 
lative activity.  Up  to  Wednesday  about  3  000  bales 
Zanzibar  had  been  sold,  the  closing  prices  paid  on  that  day 
being  January-March,  l^d.  ;  March-May,  l};d.  ;  and  June- 
August,  lid.  per  lb. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  firmer  at  21/.  10s.  per  ton  for  Anchor 
brand  and  19/  10s.  for  ordinary.  Liverpool  make  in  first- 
hards  is  quoted  21/.  10s.  to  21/.  15s.,  and  second-hands  21/. 
to  21/  5s.  per  ton. 

Ergot. — Good  sound  Spanish  is  obtainable  at  Is.  6\d.  per 
lb.  spot. 

Glycerin  is  unaltered,  double-distilled  s.g.  1  260  being 
firm  on  the  basis  of  67/.  per  ton  for  five-ton  lots  in  cases. 

Jaborandi. — Fair  large  green  Ceara  are  scarce  at  Is.  3d. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot. 


Liquorice-root. — The  British  consul  at  Batoum,  in  his 
annual  report  on  agriculture  in  the  Trans-Caucasns  during 
1903,  states  that  most  of  the  country  in  which  liquorice-root 
grows  was  more  or  less  flooded  during  the  past  season. 
It  is  not  expected,  however,  that  the  industry  will  be  much 
affected,  as  considerable  difficulty  is  now  being  experienced 
in  getting  the  population  (which  is  kept  well  employed  since 
the  development  of  the  cultivation  of  cotton  in  the  liquorice- 
growing  country)  to  collect  and  bring  the  root  into  the 
factories. 

Menthol  is  unaltered  at  19s.  per  lb.  spot  for  Kobayashi 
crystals. 

Oil,  Castor,  is  rather  easier.  Pure  medicinal  oil  of  Hull 
make,  in  barrels  for  prompt  delivery,  is  quoted  22/.  per 
ton,  and  in  cases  2\d  per  lb.  ;  first  pressing  is  19/.  10s.,  and 
cases  2$d. ;  and  second  pressing  17/.  10^.  in  barrels  and  2£d. 
per  lb.  in  cases  ex  wharf  London ;  Belgian,  for  prompt 
delivery,  is  20/.  for  firsts  and  18/.  for  seconds,  ex  wharf. 

Oil,  Cod-liver  — There  is  rather  more  inquiry  on  the 
London  market  this  week,  which  is  probably  due  to  the 
cold  weather.  It  is  said,  however,  that  some  holders  are 
anxious  to  realise  in  view  of  the  Norwegian  fishing,  which 
will  commence  about  the  end  of  January.  These  efforts  to 
realise  do  not  apply  so  much  to  strictly  prime  quality  as  to 
inferior  and  adulterated  stuff,  of  which  a  large  quantity  is 
floating  about  the  market.  Guaranteed  pure  medicinal  oil  is 
worth  from  420s.  to  425s.  per  barrel,  c  i.f.,  London,  and  for 
an  inferior  brand  of  oil  from  the  winter  fishing  405s.  to 
410s..  f.o.b.,  is  quoted.  Under  date  of  December  24, 
our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  that  further  reports  in 
regard  to  the  cod-fishing  show  that  the  livers  are  very 
small,  about  one  thousand  being  required  to  fill  a  barrel  of 
1 16  hectolitre,  which  is  about  the  same  as  last  year  at  this 
time.  In  normal  years  from  300  to  400  livers  are  sufficient 
to  fill  a  barrel.  Buyers  are  maintaining  a  strong  reserve, 
and  no  business  is  reported  during  the  week.  The  exports 
from  Beigen  to  date  amount  to  2,313  barrels,  against  9.195 
barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  seals 
have  advanced  to  Nordkyn,  where  they  are  to  be  seen  in  fair 
quantity. 

Oils  (Essential). — The  market  for  pure  Oil  of  Sjnke  is 
very  firm,  but  only  small  quantities  are  available  owing  to 
scarcity,  and  it  is  said  an  order  for  two  or  three  tons  could 
only  be  filled  with  difficulty;  prices  are  nominal  at  from  3s. 
to  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  Pure  French  Oil  of  Lavender  is  also  very 
firm,  prices  ranging  up  to  30s.,  business  having  been  done 
at  28x  6d.  Oil  of  Clorc  (B.P.)  is  firm  but  quiet  at  from 
4s  3d.  to  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  The  general  quotation  for 
English  Oil  of  Sandalwood  from  the  drawers  remains  at  lis., 
but  this  price  could  probably  be  shaded.  In  Oil  of  Star- 
aniseed  small  sales  are  reported  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb.,  spot,  and 
for  arrival  4s.  3d.  to  4s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted.  Holders  of 
American  HGH  Oil  of  Peppermint  are  firm  at  14s  6d. 
per  lb.,  spot,  and  a  small  sale  from  second  hands  has  been 
made  at  this  figure.  Prices  in  the  United  States  con- 
tinue to  remain  above  the  London  parity.  As  regards 
the  situation  a  leading  New  York  exporter  writes,  under 
date  of  December  22,  that  the  bulk  of  this  year's  crop 
has  already  been  disposed  of  by  producers,  but  no  doubt 
there  is  a  fair  quantity  in  second  hands.  He  estimates 
that  the  supply  of  peppermint  oil  on  hand  at  the 
present  does  not  exceed  one-quarter  of  the  entire  crop  of 
this  year,  the  rest  of  it  having  gone  into  consumption.  A 
letter  from  his  correspondent  that  buys  from  the  growers, 
under  date  of  December  19,  says:  "Peppermint  remains 
quiet  and  very  firm,  not  much  doing  this  week  on  account 
of  all  the  scattered  lots  that  have  been  picked  up,  and  there 
is  but  a  very  small  quantity  of  oil  remaining  in  growers' 
hands.  Stocks  of  dealers  are  also  small,  and,  taking  the 
situation  all  round  from  a  statistical  point,  peppermint  is  in 
a  stronger  position  to-day  than  it  has  been  for  years  The 
crop  this  year  has  proved  to  be  smaller  than  anyone  antici- 
pated, audit  will  be  all  used  up  before  another  crop  comes 
in,  judging  from  present  appearances."  Japanese  demen- 
tholised  oil  is  unaltered  The  spot  price  of  Ceylon  Citronella 
has  been  advanced  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  owing  to  scarcity, 
and  the  same  price  is  asked  for  shipment. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Linseed  is  easier  at  17s.  10^.  per  cwt.  in 
barrels,  on  the  spot.    Refined  Rape  is  quiet  at  23s.  6d. 
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Cochin  Cocoanut  is  firm  at  30s.,  spot,  and  Ceylon  at  26s., 
spot.  Cottonseed  is  firmer  at  19s.  6d  to  21s.  for  refined  on 
the  spot.  Petroleum  is  unaltered  at  9\d  to  9±d.  per  gal.  for 
water-white  American,  and  Russian  from  first-hands  is 
quoted  Id.  toT^d.,  there  being  sellers  in  second-hands  at  5£d. 
to  6d.  Roumanian  on  the  spot  is  quoted  6|cZ.  to  6|«Z 
per  gal.  American  Turpentine  closes  at  43s.  9d.  to  43s.  10±d. 
per  cwt. 

Opium  is  steady,  with  a  good  business  in  Persian  at  up  to 
10s  6d.  per  lb.  spot ;  and  in  Turkey  opium  a  small  business 
is  reported  at  from  9s.  3d.  to  10s.  Qd.  for  Tokat  seconds  and 
druggists'. 

Smyrna,  December  18. — The  sales  for  the  week  ending  the 
above  date  amount  to  9  cases  only,  including  old  and  new  Kara- 
hissar  tale  quale  at  last  week's  figures.  Sellers  continue  to 
maintain  a  firm  position,  and  some  time  must  elapse,  with  little  or 
no  business,  before  any  hope  of  concessions  on  their  part.  The 
weather  continues  favourable  for  the  opium-plantations.  The 
arrivals  to  date  amount  to  1,617  cases,  against  4,6b8  cases  at  the 
same  period  last  year. 

Pepper. — Singapore  on  the  spot  has  been  steady  but 
quiet  at  6j,-.d.  lor  fair,  and  buyers  of  January-March  at 
6^d.  per  lb.  Fair  white  Singapore  is  quoted  9§d.  to  Q%d., 
aud  fair  Penang  9^d.  to  9^d. 

Pimento  is  firm  but  quiet,  with  buyers  at  4i.,  spot. 

Quinine  — Quiet.  A  sale  of  10,000  oz.  was  reported  from 
second-hands  on  Tuesday  at  Is.  O^d.  per  oz.  for  spot,  and 
March  at  Is.  Q\d. 

The  result  of  the  quinine  tender  held  on  December  23  at 
Batavia  is  as  follows :  Of  12,374-  kilos.  Ed.  II.  offered,  235  kilos, 
were  sold  at  an  average  of  18gf .  per  kilo,  (about  equal  to  a  unit  of 
7c.  Amsterdam1,  against  19f.  per  kilo,  paid  at  the  previous 
auction. 

Saffron. — Advices  from  Spain  report  a  firm  market, 
prices  remaining  above  the  London  parity.  For  best 
Valencia  32s  per  lb.  is  quoted  in  London. 

Seeds. — Russian  Anise  is  quiet  at  21s.  per  cwt.  for  small 
parcels  on  the  spot.  Dutch  Caraways  steady,  at  20s.  to 
2 Is.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  common  to  good.  Turkish  Canary 
lower,  owing  to  offerings  of  River  Plate  seed  for  January- 
February  shipment.  Business  has  been  done  at  56..  per 
quarter  for  Turkish  on  the  spot,  but  the  market  is  now 
steady  at  the  decline,  58s.  being  the  nominal  value. 
Coriander  quiet,  at  14s.  to  14s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco. 
Cumin  firm,  at  26s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  Morocco,  and  at 
27s.  6d  for  common  Malta.  Fenugreek  slow,  at  8s.  to  8s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  according  to  quantity.  Unseed  is  selling  at  37s. 
to  40s.  per  quarter  for  bold  clean  descriptions. 

Shellac. — The  market  after  the  holidays  opened  with  a 
firmer  tone,  spot  selling  in  small  lots  at  227s.  to  228s  per 
cwt.  for  matted  IN  orange.  For  arrival  200  cases  of  TN  for 
January-March  shipment  have  been  sold  at  20 Is  to  203*., 
c.i.f.  In  futures  the  following  prices  have  been  paid : 
January  delivery,  22  Ls.  to  218s.  Qd. ;  March,  209s.  to  207s. ; 
May,  200s.  to  203s.  Sales,  however,  have  only  been  small, 
there  beiDg  no  desire  to  operate  on  the  part  of  buyers  or 
sellers. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — B.P.  powder  is  quoted  62s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f. 

Sulphur. — Sulphur  is  firm  on  the  spot  at  6/.  5s.  for  foreign 
flowers,  and  6/  for  roll. 

Valerian. — Belgian  is  tending  dearer,  one  holder  having 
advanced  his  price  to  26s.  spot. 


VanilIa=cuItivation  in  Mauritius. 

A  committee  was  recently  appointed  in  Mauritius  to  make 
recommendations  for  the  amendment  of  the  laws  relating  to 
vanilla.  In  the  report  of  this  commi  tee  it  is  stated  that  vanilla 
grows  luxuriously  in  Mauritius,  and  constitutes  an  important 
source  of  revenue.  There  is  practically  no  disease  on  fully  grown 
plants,  and  the  failures  in  certain  plantations  are  mostly  due  to 
bad  cultivation.  There  are  some  three  thousand  vanilla-planters 
in  Mauritius,  but  the  majority  of  these  are  small  proprietors  who 
have  a  few  plants  in  their  gardens  or  orchards.  The  exports  of 
prepared  vanilla  in  1902  amounted  to  7,712  lb*  ,  and  the  cultiva- 
tion is  capable  of  considerable  extension.  In  spite  of  care  taken 
to  save  the  pods  they  are  subject  to  the  depredation  of  thieves, 
whom,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  product,  it  is  very  difficult  to 
detect.    With  a  view,  therefore,  to  protecting  the  planters,  it  is 


recommended  that  stringent  regulations  be  made  for  the  licensing 
of  all  sellers  and  purchasers  of  vanilla,  the  affixing  of  a  special 
mark  bv  growers  on  their  green  pods,  and  the  giving  of  notice  to 
the  authorities  before  vanilla  is  gathered.  The  committee  further 
recommends  that  a  special  inspector  be  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  reporting  on  all  vanilla  plantations,  preparing-houses,  &c. 

Hamburg  ChemicaUtrade. 

A  report  issued  by  the  Hamburg  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the 
Hamburg  trade  from  October  1,  1902,  to  September  30,  1903,  in 
referring  to  that  of  the  chemical  trade  states  that  there  was  again 
a  strong  over  production  in  chemical  manufactures.  Notwith- 
standing this,  however,  the  borax  and  boracic-acid  trade  was 
fairly  satisfactory  on  account  of  a  good  export  trade  The  posi- 
tion of  the  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical  preparations  was  also 
not  unfavourable,  but  complaints  still  continue  against  foreign 
markets,  such  as  Austria- Hungary,  France,  and  the  United  States, 
having  protective  import  regulations  for  drugs  and  pharmaceutical 
preparations,  whereas  Germany  has  an  open  door  for  them. 

Alterations  in  Import  and  Export  Lists. 

A  General  Order  relative  to  alterations  in  the  import  and  export 
lists  has  been  issued  by  the  Board  of  Customs.  It  include3  the 
following,  which  are  to  take  effect  from  January  1  : 


Import  List. 


Present  Heading. 

Chemical  manufactures 
and  products,  &c. : 
Unenumerated 


Value 


Dye-stuffs  (other  than 
dye-woods)  and  sub- 
stances, &c. : 
Dyes  obtained  from 
coal  tar  : 
Alizarine  ... 
Aniline 
Indigotin  ... 
Other  coal-tar  dyes 


Cwt. 
Cwt. 
Cwt. 
Cwt. 


Scientific    instruments  Value 


Future  Heading. 

Chemical  manufactures 
and  products,  &c: 
Coal    products,  not 

dye3   

Cream  of  tartar 
Muriate  of  ammoaia 
Sulphuric  acid  ... 
Tartaric  acid 
Unenumerated 

Dye-stuffs  (other  than 
dye-woods i  aud  sub- 
stances, iSc. : 
Dyes   obtained  from 
coal-tar : 
Alizarine  and  ali- 
zarine dyes 
Aniline 

Synthetic  indigo  ... 
Other  coal-tar  dyes 

Scientific  instruments 
and  apparatus  (other 


Cwt. 
Cwt. 
Cwt. 
Cwt. 
Cwt. 
Value 


Cwt. 
Cwt. 
Cwt. 
Cwt. 


than  electrical) 


Value 


Present  Heading. 

Coal,  coke,  &c.  : 

Products  of  coal  (un- 
enumerated)      ...  Value 


Export  List. 

Future  Heading. 

Chemicals  and  chemical 
preparations,  <fcc. : 
Coal    products  (not 
dyes)  : 
Aniline  and  coal-tar 

oils   

Carbolic  acid 
Naphthaline  and 

anthracene 
Other  sorts 


Chemicals  and  chemical 
preparations,  &c. : 
Dye-stuffs  : 
Products  of  coal-tar  Value 
Other  sor-s         ...  Value 
Not  shown. 
Not  sbown. 
Not  shown. 
Not  shown. 

Oil,  other  than  essential 
or  medicinal : 
Seed: 

Linseed   Ton 

Cotton   Ton 

Other  seed-oils    ...  Ton 


Instruments  and  appar- 
atus (surgical,  anato- 
mical, and  scientific)  Value 


Cwt. 
Cwt. 

Cwt. 
Cwt. 


Dye-stuffs  : 

Products  of  coal-tar  Cwt. 

Oiher  sorts   Cwt. 

Cream  of  tartar         ...  Cwt. 

Muriate  of  ammonia  ...  Cwt. 

Sulphuric  acid  ...       ...  Cwt. 

Tartaric  acid    ...       ...  Cwt. 

Oil.  other  than  essential 
or  medicinal  : 
Seed  : 

Cotton  oil  Ton 

Linseed  oil         ...  Ton 

Rape  oil   Ton 

Other  seed-oils    ...  Ton 

Scientific  instruments 
and  apparatus  (other 
than  electrical)       ...  Value 
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"Actual  Place  of  Consignment." 

The  Board  of  Customs  have  directed  that  the  forms  of  import 
and  export  entry  shall  in  future  contain  the  name  of  actual  place 
(or  country)  to  which  goods  are  consigned,  this  information  being 
additional  to  the  name  of  the  port  cr  place  of  actual  shipment  of 
the  goods.  The  Board  of  Trade  is  about  to  issue  a  circular  on 
the  mutter  to  Chambers  of  Commerce,  &c,  stating  that'  repre- 
sentations have  been  received  from  time  to  time  from  important 
organisations  of  British  traders,  in  which  they  suggest  that  an 
attempt  should  be  made  to  specify  the  countries  of  original  con- 
signment in  the  case  of  imports,  and  also  in  the  case  of  such 
goods  re-exported. 

Ceylon  Cardamoms. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Ceylon  Cardamom  Committee  at  Colombo 
on  November  2,  it  was  resolved,  inter  alia:  (A)  That  the  chair- 
man communicate  with  Russian  merchants  regarding  introducing 
cardamoms  into  Russia  direct;  (2)  that  the  Ceylon  Chamber 
of  Commerce  be  communicated  with  to  obtain  the  views  of  the 
Chamber  regar-ding  the  advisability  of  holding  regular  public 
sales  of  cardamoms;  (3)  that  a  report  by  an  agent  employed 
by  Mr.  Renton  be  published;  (4)  that  the  Commissioner  at  St. 
Louis  Exhibition  be  supplied  with  samples  of  cardamoms  of 
different  grades  up  to  the  value  of  Rs.  500  if  required  for  dis- 
tribution to  the  trade. 

In  the  course  of  the  agent's  report,  the  following  occurs; — 
"From  inquiries  which  I  made  ac  all  the  principal  sausage- 
manufactories  in  Germany,  I  was  informed  that  they  employ  a 
very  small  quantity  of  cardamoms  ;  spiced-meat  preparations  are 
now  not  so  much  in  vogue.  In  Gotha  and  the  South  you  may  be 
able  to  do  moie.  Inquiries  made  at  the  oilmanstore-dealers  in 
Brunswick  and  Hanover  ccnvincpd  me  of  the  truth  of  this  state- 
ment, and,  further,  I  was  assured  that  pastrycooks,  confectioners, 
bakers,  and  private  families  only  use  cardamoms  in  really  in- 
finitesimal quantities.  Here,  again,  I  found  this  fact  confirmed 
by  personal  inquiries  in  the  confectioners'  shops.  These  re- 
spective businesses  find  one  or  two  pounds  more  than  enough  in 
one  year. 

A  very  important  firm  in  Hanover  referred  me  to  the  large 
firms  owning  spice-mills  in  Bremen,  Hamburg,  Leipsic,  and 
Hanan,  at  which  the  largest  quantity  of  cardamoms  is  used.  But 
for  these  the  inferior  sorts  suffice.  The  full  capsules  are  never 
milled.  In  Bremen  I  visited,  amongst  others,  a  large  spice-firm 
who  buy  large  quantities,  which  they  obtain  from  firms  in  Ceylon, 
who  consign  the  goods  to  Bremen.  One  of  the  principal  places 
of  consumption  is  Russia;  but  I  do  not  consider  it  advisable  to 
wovk  in  Russia,  unless  you  have  trustworthy  and  direct  repre- 
sentatives, 

Hamburg  is  for  cardamoms,  as  for  all  colonial  produce,  by  far 
the  largest  market  on  the  Continent.    The  article  is  imported  in 
very  considerable  quantities,  as  the  following  statistics  show : 
Imports  in  IE  00    ...    106,000  lbs.     460,000m.  23,000?. 
Vi\  Imports  in  1901   ....     64,800  lbs,     280,000m.  14.000Z. 

The  decrease  in  1901  is  astounding,  and  is  probably  a  result  of 
the  outturn  of  the  crop  for  that  year,  and  consequently  the  crop 
for  the  following  year  must  be  all  the  bigger.  For  cardamoms 
have  never  been  so  cheap  and  depressed  as  at  present,  in  con- 
sequence of  large  offerings  from  so  many  quarters. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  consumption  does  not  appear  to  have 
decreased  (though  at  the  same  time  it  has  not  increased),  as  con- 
firmed by  the  opinion  of  the  largest  spice- firm  in  Hamburg 
This  firm  buys  1,000  chests  of  70  lbs.  yearly,  and  principally 
cardamoms  in  capsules,  as  the  decorticated  seed  finds  less  em- 
ployment. The  first  is  ground  with  the  skin,  and  distributed  in 
this  way  through  second  and  third  hands  to  the  consumers — by 
confectioners,  pastrycooks,  and  private  families — in  small  doses 
at  a  time.  The  quality  and  prices  vary  much,  and  what  is  re- 
markable is  that  the  fruit  with  the  skin  is  often  dearer  than  the 
seed.  Russia  especially  provides  a  large  field  for  disposal  of  the 
article." 


Gbe  Beauty  of  the  Hgea. 


IT  looks  as  though  lovely  woman  from  time  immemorial 
has  resorted  to  adventitious  aids  to  increase  and  preserve 
her  corporeal  beauty.  A  recent  article  by  Dr.  Alfred  Zucker 
in  the  "  Pharmaceutische  Centralhalle ''  traces  the  toilet- 
requisites  of  the  ancients  back  to  the  beauty-plasters  and 
the  toilet-preparations  mentioned  in  the  papyrus  Ebers. 
Among  the  ancient  Egyptians  young  girls  painted  their 
cheeks  with  red  and  white.  The  lips  were  coloured  ver- 
milion and  the  finger-nails  orange-yellow  by  means  of  henna. 
Sometimes  the  nails  were  gilded,  as  recovered  mummies 
show.  The  embalmed  dead  body  was  even  painted  and 
adorned.  A  woman's  hair  was  anointed  with  fragrant  oils, 
and  the  eyelids  were  tinged  with  western  (black  sulphide  of 
antimony).     The  latter  is  a  common  article  of  the  toilet 


(under  the  name  lioltel)  of  Oriental  women  of  the  present 
day.  Black  cosmetic — a  mixture  of  black  sulphide  of 
antimony,  beeswax,  and  sesame  oil — was  kept  in  earthen- 
ware boxes,  and  rouge  (red  cosmetic)  in  small  metal  boxes 
or  flasks,  the  preparation  being  scooped  out  with  ivory  pins 
and  applied  with  the  finger.  A  mixture  of  wax  and  sesame 
oil  was  employed  to  remove  these  cosmetics  from  the  skin. 
The  eyebrows  and  eyelashes  were  coloured  a  deep  black  with 
western,  while  the  inside  of  the  lids  was  coloured  red.  The 
cachous  of  those  days  were  mastic-buds  and  laurel-leaves, 
chewed  to  perfume  the  breath.  A  disinfectant-perfume  or 
kind  of  fumigating-incense,  named  7/yphi,  was  composed  of 
"  dry  myrrh,  juniper-bernes,  olibanum  (Botmellia  Cartcrii), 
mastic-buds,  i'cenugreek,  lianhabut  (one  of  the  Lauracew  from 
Northern  Syria),  inefawn,  and  raisins."  These  were  bruised, 
mixed  together,  and  placed  on  the  fire.  A  liquid  was  after- 
wards added  to  them,  the  whole  distilled,  and  the  product 
used  as  a  perfume.  The  Egyptian  ladies  were  sprinkled  with 
this  perfume  after  their  bath,  and  massage  applied  to  give 
their  bodies  a  good  colour.  A  formula  for  a  hair-dye,  said  to 
have  been  invented  by  Shesh,  the  mother  of  Teta,,  wife  of 
one  of  the  earliest  Egyptian  kings,  is  still  extant.  Super- 
fluous hairs  (despised  of  the  modern  beauiy)  were  regarded 
as  an  additional  charm  in  those  days.  Carious  teeth  were 
never  removed,  their  extraction  being  regarded  as  a  disgrace. 
For  this  reason  the  Egyptians  early  became  expert  in  filling 
hollow  teeth  with  a  pasr-e  containing,  amongst  other  things, 
mastic  and  incense.  The  Jews  learned  the  secrets  of  the 
toilet  from  the  Egyptians.  The  red  cosmetic  they  called 
Jiopher,  and  the  black  liochl.  Perfumed  unguents  and  per- 
fumes in  general  were  manufactured  in  considerable  variety. 
Originally  "  anointment "  was  a  royal  prerogative,  but  in  the 
course  of  time  it  became  the  practice  of  any  who  could 
afford  it.  The  officially  recognised  oil  for  the  anointment  of 
kings  was  made  by  macerating  cinnamon,  cloves,  myrrh,  and 
calamus  in  olive  oil. 

Bearing  on  the  same  subject,  some  historical  particulars 
regarding  the  origin  of  perfumery  appeared  in  a  recent 
Bulletin  of  the  French  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Constan- 
tinople, and  were  published  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
"National  Druggist."  The  Bulletin  states  that  perfumes 
were  first  used  in  religious  rites  in  Egypt  "by  the  burning 
of  aromatic  essences,"  the  priests  being  the  first  perfumers. 
The  Hebrews  learned  the  art  from  the  Egyptians,  and 
practised  it  in  their  own  country  after  the  Exodus.  The 
Grecians  at  the  time  of  Solon  and  Socrates  (and  in  spite  of 
the  railings  of  these  philosophers)  used  perfumes  ;  and  the 
Romans  were  lavish  users  of  fragrant  scents.  Perfumery 
came  into  general  use  in  France  during  the  Crusades.  The 
Phoenicians  and  the  Carthaginians  were,  however,  the 
first  purveyors  of  perfumes  (as  they  were  of  most  other 
merchandise)  to  the  rest  of  the  known  world.  During  the 
Middle  Ages  the  trade  was  primarily  in  the  hands  of  the 
Arabians;  following  them  came  the  Venetians  and  the 
Genoese.  In  France  the  master-glove  s  were  the  first  per- 
fumery-merchants. This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  they 
dealt  in  perfumed  skins  imported  for  making  purses,  belts, 
girdles,  doublets,  and  gloves,  the  perfumes  being  obtained 
from  Spain  and  Italy.  In  1713  the  French  glovers  began 
to  manufacture  perfumed  toilet-soap,  but  it  was  not  until  a 
century  later  that  the  manufacture  of  perfumery  attained 
any  great  importance  in  France.  Some  years  ago  a  very 
ancient  tomb  was  discovered  and  opened  near  Constan- 
tinople, and  in  it  was  found  a  complete  collection  of  the 
toilet-articles  of  a  gentlewoman  of  the  day.  Among  them 
were  several  pots  of  rouge,  all  in  excellent  condition.  The 
ladies  of  Constantinople  apparently  believe  [in  perpetuating 
the  traditions  of  their  ancestors,  as  the  too-persistent  rosy 
hloom  on  the  cheeks  of  the  ladies  of  Turkey  at  the  present 
day  too  surely  testify. 


Arthur  H  Cox  &  Co.  (Limited).— For  family  reasons, 
consequent'  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Cox,  sen.,  the  business  of 
Arthur  EL  Cox  &  Co.,  Brighton,  has  been  converted  into  a 
limited  company  under  the  name  of  "Arthur  H.  Cox 
&  Co.  (Limited)."  No  change  however  will  be  made  in 
the  management,  only  those  interested  having  joined  the 
board  as  the  first  directors.  No  shares  will  be  offered  to 
the  public,  the  whole  of  the  issued  capital  having  been  sub-, 
scribed  by  the  family. 
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Coming  Events. 


Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  January  4. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (Loudon  Section),  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  at  8  p.m.  Dr.  Chikashige'  on  "  The  Defects 
of  Uncarburetted  Water-gas  as  Fuel  for  Laboratory  Use  "  ■ 
Sir.  B.  P.  Howard  on  "  The  Rapid  Estimation  of  Mercury  by 
means  of  Hypophosphorous  Acid  "  j  Mr.  A.  Marshall  on  "  The 
Determination  of  Moisture  in  Nitro  glycerin  Explosives." 

Tuesday,  January  5. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
The  first  of  a  series  of  demonstrations  of  printing-processes— 
"  Silver  Printing,"  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Bennett. 

Wednesday,  January  6. 

Pharmaceutical   Society  of  Great  Britain,  16  Bloomsbury 

Square,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.  Council-meeting. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street 

Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 
Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association,  Star  and  Garter  Hotel 

at  8,30  p.m.    Various  papers  will  be  read. 
Stockport  Chemists'  Association,  Albert  Hall,  Stockport,  at  9  p.m. 

Annual  meetiDg 

Thursday,  January  7. 

Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  186  King  Street, 
at  8  p.m.    Discussion  on  the  "  Cash-on-delivery  System." 

Bontgen  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8.30  p.m.  Dr. 
G.  B.  Batten  will  read  a  paper  on  "The  Revelations  of 
Radium." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  8.30  p.m.  Musical  and  social  evening,  by  Mr. 
Sydney  Jamison's  Concert-party. 


London  College  of  Pharmacy.— The  annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  will  be  held  in  the  Venetian  Chamber,  Holborn 
Restaurant,  on  January  15.  Invitations  will  be  sent  to  all 
students,  past  and  present. 

The  annual  ball  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  has 
been  arranged  for  January  21  at  the  Vestry  Hall,  Islington  Row, 
Birmingham.  Tickets  (5s.  each)  may  be  had  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Rad- 
ford, Hon.  Secretary,  14  Union  Street,  Birmingham. 

"  Turkey— neither  Roast  nor  Boiled"  is  the  title  of  a 
Christmas  lecture  to  children  which  Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce,  M.A., 
P.L.S.,  ib  to  give,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ashmolean  Natural 
History  Society  of  Oxfordshire,  at  the  University  Museum,  on 
Monday,  January  4. 

The  North  London  Branch  of  the  London  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion are  to  meet  at  Idris's  Works,  Pratt  Street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. 
on  January  14,  when  a  paper  is  to  be  read  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Pickering 
on  "  The  Outdoor  System,"  and  Mr.  V.  H.  C.  Baskin  will  exhibit 
and  explain  Eome  photographic  apparatus. 

The  Chemists'  Ball  is  to  be  held  at  the  Whitehall  Rooms, 
Hotel  Me'tropole,  London,  W.C.,  on  Wednesday,  January  20. 
Applications  for  tickets  (lady's  12s.  6d ,  gentleman's  17s.  6d.) 
should  be  made  to  the  Stewards  or  to  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  jun 
Hon.  Secretary,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Nottingham  Chemists'  Association 
will  be  held  on  January  21  at  the  Victoria  Station  Hotel,  at 
7.30  pm  Tickets  (Is.  each)  can  be  obtained  mot  later  than 
January  18)  from  the  Hon.  Secretaries  Mr.  A.  Eberlin,  2  Chapel 
Bar,  and  Mr.  W.  Gill,  207  Radford  Road,  Nottingham. 

A  Dinner  in  connection  with  the  London  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  January  26,  at  7.30  p.m. 
The  President  (Alderman  T.  H.  W.  Idris)  will  preside,  and  receive 
the  company  at  from  7  to  7.30  p.m.  Tickets  (7s.  6d.  each)  can  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  R.  B.  Betty,  Hon.  Secretary,  1  Park  Street, 
Gloucester  Gate,  Regent's  Park,  N.W. 

A  Soiree  in  connection  with  the  Manchester  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  will  be  held  at  the  Municipal  Art  Gallery, 
Mosley  Street,  Manchester,  on  January  13.  Tickets  (single  Is  6(7,., 
double  2s.  6d.  each;  may  be  had  from  Mottershead  &  Co  ,  7  Ex 
change  Street ;  Mr.  J.  T.  ChapmaD,  7  Albert  Square  ;  Flatters  & 
Garnett  (Limited),  48  Deansgate ;  Midgley  (Limited),  St.  Ann's 
Square;  J.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited  ,  Victoria  Bridge;  from 
any  member  of  the  Council,  or  from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Kidd,  551  Cheetham  Hill  Road. 


Gbe  Composite  Critic 

(A  Retrospect  of  1903.) 

His  trade  is  that  of  chemist — selling  linctuses  and  leeches  — 
But  he  spends  his  leisure  moments  in  the  firing-off  of  speeches. 

He  is  honoured  as  a  citizen ;  his  duty  ne'er  forgetting, 
And  he  gives  his  observations  all  a  "literary  setting." 
But  it's  pharmaceutic  politics  he  chiefly  doth  excel  in, 
And  in  perpetrating  syllogisms  that  set  our  heads  aswelling. 

He  is  sometimes  anti-Council — that  itself  a  rather  rum  thing  ; 
But  he  strives  to  be  consistent,  being  always  anti-something. 

Of  the  wrong  things  done  by  Councillors  he  will  give  a  long 
recital: 

They  have  slept  for  forty  years,  he  says,  and  sold  his  precious 
title. 

He  will  lash  with  verbal  s;orpions  the  octopodial  cutter ; 

But  he  thrashes  luckless  scribblers  till  the  angels  e'en  do  mutter. 

And  of  "  treason  "  and  of  "  traitors  "  he'll  inconsequently  prattle, 
Till  the  bones  of  bygone  Presidents  in  gloomy  vaults  do  rattle. 

Says  he,  "Wandering,  like  Diogenes,  for  honest  men,  I  sought 
'em, 

But  found  them  not  in  Bloonub'ry,  but  that  Jesse  Boot  had 
bought  'em." 

And,  like  Scribbler's  callow  Gustave,  ha  gives  Us  an  awful 
dressing, 

So  we  hide  our  heads  diminished,  in  a  manner  quite  distressing. 

He  rates  his  brethren  sorely  in  a  way  that  doth  amuse  'em, 
And  he  is  no  great  respecter  e'en  of  Brimmidge  or  of  Nuisom. 

And  they  say  that  actually  for  upholding  of  his  part  he 
Is  a  match  for  A-l-n,  At-ns,  or  the  celebrated  C-rt  g-e. 

For  he'd  tell  them  to  be  carefal,  or  they'd  in  the  month  of  Miy 
know 

That  they'd  all  the  time  been  sitting  on  the  edge  of  a  volcano. 

And,  in  spite  of  much  protesting,  he  made  dim  the  crystal 
prism 

Of  a  draughty  Bill's  unrighteousne33  by  "  carping  criticism." 

Now  his  neighbours  he  injected  with  his  special  brand  of  culture. 
And  instructed  all  his  brethren  how  to  dodge  the  I.R.  vulture. 

And  he  worried  and  he  bullied  hapless  Revenue  officials, 
Till  they  got  to  hate  the  sight  of  him,  his  labels,  and  initials. 

And  for  medicine  stamp  evasion  he  developed  quite  a  liking, 
While  the  Glinn  was  sometimes  "  traitor  "  and  at  other  times  "  a 
Viking." 

But  his  bitterness  subsided  and  his  speeches  grew  less  fiery 
When  he  conned  his  favourite  formulas  as  published  in 

Our  Diary. 

Reduced  to  Mathematics. —He  was  a  doctor  of  the  advanced 
school.  He  laid  his  fingers  on  my  puhe,  and,  with  his  watch  in 
his  hand,  gave  it  a  fair  start  and  observed  it  carefully  all  the  way 
round.  "  Strong,  seventy-four,"  he  said  in  a  moment.  Then  he 
consulted  a  card  that  was  covered  with  figures,  and  continued  : 
"That  equals  sixty- three  " -and  he  placed  that  number  on  a  slate. 
"  Put  out  your  tongue.  Good !  That  is  fourteen,"  he  said. 
"  Inches  ?  "  I  asked.  "  Hoiv  is  your  appetite  '?  "  he  inquired, 
ignoring  my  question.  "  Equal  to  the  supply."  "  That  makes 
204,"  he  replied.  "  Can't  you  reduce  it  a  little  ?  "  I  asked ;  but 
failed  to  get  his  attention.  "  Cold  feet  ?  "  "  Yes,"  I  answered. 
"  Three,"  he  said.  "  No,  two,"  I  replied,  to  correot  him.  He  set 
the  three  under  the  other  figures.  H«  then  placed  a  thermometer 
in  my  mouth,  which  he  afterwards  consulted  in  connection  with 
the  card.  "A  good  198,"  he  said.  "  Impossible,"  I  suggested, 
mildly.  He  wrote  down  the  198,  and  asked  if  I  had  headaches. 
"  Sometimes  in  trie  morning,  after  being  kept  late  at  the  office,"  I 
answered.  " Four,"  he  said .  "Isn't  that  rather  low  ?"  I  asked. 
"Do  you  smoke?"  he  inquired.  "Yes."  "Ten,"  he  replied. 
"  No ;  two  for  ten,"  I  said.  He  put  down  the  ten.  "  Do  you 
sleep  well  ? "  he  asked.  "  That  depends  upon  the  baby,"  I 
answered.  "  We  won't  consider  that,"  he  said.  "  You  had  better 
call  it  980,"  I  suggested.  He  added  together  the  figures  that  he 
had  placed  on  the  slate.  "  That  makes  496,"  he  said.  "  Is  that 
the  amount  of  your  bill  ?  "  I  asked.  "  B  ill  ?  "  he  replied.  "  That 
is  the  number  of  the  prescription.  I  ,want  you  to  know  that 
medicine  with  me  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  for  I  have  reduced 
it  to  a  mathematical  certainty.  Every  symptom  has  its  number, 
and  the  sum  of  these  numbers  indicates  the  medicine  that  is 
needed.  I  have  worked  for  fifteen  years  formulating  my  pre- 
scriptions and  perfecting  the  treatment ;  but  I  have  it  now.  Your 
bill  is  $10." — Harper's  Bazaar. 
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NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

AN  evening  meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh, 
on  Wednesday,  December  23,  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  F.R  S.E., 
Chairman  of  the  Executive,  presiding.  The  first  paper 
was  on 

Arsenious  Iodide, 

by  Mr.  Wm.  Duncan,  F.C.S.,  who  said  this  salt  was  for  the 
first  time  inserted  in  the  1885  Pharmacopoeia.  Beyond  a 
short  description  as  to  colour,  crystalline  structure,  and 
solubility,  nothing  was  said  in  the  monograph,  and  no  quan- 
titative test  as  to  purity  was  given.  He  recalled  that  at 
an  evening  meeting  in  1893  Mr.  Dott  drew  attention  to  the 
varying  and  low  quality  of  commercial  samples.  No  addition 
had  been  made  to  the  characters  and  tests  in  the  1898 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  little  more  is  said  than  that  arsenious 
iodide  is  entirely  volatile,  soluble  in  water  and  in  alcohol, 
and  that  the  aqueous  solution  is  neutral.  Mr.  Duncan 
pointed  out  the  necessity  for  purity  of  the  salt  in  correctly 
compounding  Donovan's  solution.  Purity  can  be  quickly 
determined  by  a  volumetric  process,  which  is  more  expedi- 
tious than-  the  gravimetric  method.  It  consists  in  titration 
with  standard  iodine  solution.  When  the  salt  is  added  to 
water  dissociation  into  arsenious  oxide  and  hydriodic  acid 
begins,  and  proceeds  until  an  equilibrium  is  produced  in 
accordance  with  the  reversible  equation— 
 > 

2AsI3  +  3H.0    =    Ae203  +  6HI. 

!-~  -\  <  

If  the  hydriodic  acid  is  removed  out  of  the  sphere  of  action 
by  addition  of  alkali,  hydrolysis  proceeds  till  all  the  salt  is 
decomposed,  and  a  solution  of  arsenious  oxide  and  alkali 
iodide  results.  Titration  of  the  former  thus  becomes  possible, 
according  to  the  equation — 

2AsI3  +  5H20  +  2I2  =  Aa2O0  +  10HI. 

That  is,  1  c.c.  of  N/10  iodine  equals  0  02261  gram  Asl3.  To 
carry  out  the  estimation  a  weighed  quantity  of  the  salt 
should  be  dissolved  in  an  aqueous  solution  of  sodium  or 
potassium  bicarbonate,  and  the  iodine  run  in  till  oxidation 
is  complete.  The  following  determinations  illustrate  the 
accuracy  of  the  method  : 

0106  gram  Asl3  required  4  7  c.c.  N  10  iodine  =  100-1  p.c. 
0-0832   „   Asl3      „      3  7  „      „       „     =  100-5  p.c. 

Mr.  Duncan  added  that  variations  in  the  commercial  salt 
may  sometimes  be  due  to  unskilful  manufacture,  especially 
when  metallic  arsenium  is  used.  It  is,  however,  chiefly  due 
to  faulty  storage,  such  as  undue  exposure  to  light  and  moist 
air.  The  anhydrous  salt  prepared  by  crystallising  from 
boiling  carbon  disulphide  keeps  fairly  well  provided  moisture 
is  excluded. 

Discussion. 

Dr.  Coull  remarked  that  the  sample  shown  by  Mr. 
Duncan  was  very  much  finer  than  any  commercial  samples 
he  had  ever  seen.    He  asked  how  he  did  it  ? 

Mr.  Duncan  explained  that  he  made  it  by  Dr.  Coull's 
process. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  pharmacists 
applying  their  own  standardisation-tests,  instead  of  leaving 
that  very  largely  in  the  hands  of  specialists  employed  by 
wholesale  manufacturers.  He  also  commented  upon  the 
value  of  the  test,  especially  in  its  application. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  if  the  test  were  adopted  it 
would  be  an  accession  to  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Mr.  Duncan,  in  reply,  said  the  sample  he  exhibited  was 
made  by  the  process  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Coull  in  1893.  To 
make  it,  potassium  iodide  is  added  to  a  solution  of  arseni- 
ous chloride  and  the  product  recrystallised  from  boiling 
carbon  bisulphide.  He  had  kept  the  sample  in  the  same 
porcelain  basin  for  two  years  capsuled  and  wrapped  in 
paper,  thus  showing  that  arsenious  iodide  is  not  such  an 
unstable  salt  as  is  generally  supposed,  if  kept  free  from 
moisture  and  not  too  much  exposed  to  strong  sunlight.  It  is 
volatile,  though  slowly,  at  normal  temperature.    The  B.P. 


characters  speak  of  the  solution  being  neutral  in  water.  Tie 
alcoholic  solution  is  neutral,  but  not  so  the  solution  in 
water,  which  dissociates  the  salt. 

The  Revision  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

A  number  of  contributions  on  this  subject,  based  on  Mr. 
Chattaway's  "Digest,"  were  next  read.  Mr.  Boa  took  the 
chair  while  Mr.  Dott  read  the  first  one,  by  himself.  He 
said  the  "  Digest "  seems  a  fairly  complete  record  of  the 
more  important  work  and  criticisms  bearing  on  the  subject, 
though  some  cogent  criticisms  and  suggestions  are  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence.  On  a  general  survey,  one  is 
struck  with  the  amount  of  attention  which  had  been 
given  to  determinations  of  extractive  or  total  solids 
and  of  ash.  There  are  cases  in  which  a  standaid 
of  dry  extractive  is  a  useful  guide,  tending  to  show 
that  a  drug  of  average  quality  has  been  used 
and  that  the  exhaustion  has  been  sufficiently  complete,  and 
yet  even  in  those  cases  great  care  has  to  be  exercised  in 
adopting  standards,  because,  if  some  of  the  published  per- 
centages were  adopted  as  authoritative,  they  would  form  a 
new  means  for  betraying  the  cbemist  into  the  hands  of  the 
public  analyst.  Those  standards  are  no  doubt  honestly 
given  according  to  the  sometimes  psculiar  experience  of  t  -ie 
particular  compiler,  but  it  would  be  a  serious  mistake  to 
give  them  official  sanction.  Apart  from  great  variations  in 
crude  drugs,  some  preparations  are  improved  by  the  removal 
of  a  portion  of  their  useless  solids,  becoming  thereby  more 
permanent  and  presenting  a  better  appearance.  This  fact  is 
recognised  in  all  those  instances  where  objectionable  matttr 
is  removed  by  coagulation  or  precipitation  by  alcohol. 
Speaking  generally,  it  seems  superfluous  to  ask  a  percentage 
of  solids  in  galenicals  which  have  a  prescribed  standard  of 
alkaloid,  to  which  latter  their  activity  is  admittedly  due. 
One  can  comprehend  a  meaning  in  fixing  a  standard  of 
solids  for  liquid  extract  of  cascara  sagrada,  but  it  seems  a 
waste  of  print  to  state  total  solids  for  tincture  of  chloi  of orm 
and  morphia,  ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine,  and  the  like. 
The  estimation  of  inorganic  matter  by  incineration  is  often 
a  useful  means  of  detecting  adulteration,  and  it  is  a  com- 
paratively simple  operation,  not  requiring  high  chemical  or 
microscopical  skill.  When  one  finds  12  per  cent,  of  ash  in, 
saffron,  or  1  per  cent,  in  tartaric  acid,  no  further  investiga- 
tion is  necessary.  But  it  would  be  easily  possible  to  overdo 
this  business  of  ash-standards,  especially  when  there  are 
other  sufficient  tests  to  show  the  authenticity  of  the  sample. 
In  some  cases  a  sharp  limit  for  inorganic  matter  seems  a 
superfluous  requirement.  For  example,  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney 
suggested  7  5  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  araroba.  It  may  just 
as  well  be  15  if  the  proper  proportion  of  chrysarobin 
is  present.  As  regards  assay-processes,  the  compilers  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  should  aim  at  simplicity  of  method,  com-. 
patible  with  practical  accuracy.  The  result  of  an  assay 
should  be  a  weighed  quantity,  and  the  titration  regarded' 
more  as  a  check  and  control.  Two  assistants  might  get 
identical  results  by  weighing,  but  differ  materially  in  their 
volumetric  judgments.  He  referred  specially  to  the  deter- 
minations of  alkaloids.  Mr.  Chattaway  made  only  one 
reference  to  opium  preparations,  and  it  was  to  the  opinion  of 
the  late  Mr.  Conroy  and  of  Mr.  Dowzard  that  the  standard 
for  opium-powder  is  too  low.  Seeing  that  the  powder  must 
be  standardised,  it  seems  questionable  whether  there  would 
be  any  advautage  in  changing  from  10  to  12,  while  a  change 
to  14  would  be  opposed  from  the  dosage  point  of  view. 
There  is  an  inconsistency  in  the  standard  for  extract  of 
opium  as  compared  with  other  preparations.  The  percentage 
of  morphine  required  should  not  be  stated  as  20,  but  as  19 
to  21.  He  suggested  18  5  to  19  5  as  a  more  suitable  standard, 
of  anhydrous  morphine. 

Standards  for  Drugs. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  then  read  a  paper  by  Mi\ 
Thomas  Maben,  F.C.S.,  on  the  same  subject.  In  this  tie 
author  submitted  a  series  of  useful  laboratory  figures, 
obtained  in  the  course  of  manufacturing- operations  on  a 
large  scale.    From  these  we  extract  the  following  : 

Belladonna. — Regarding  the  green  extract  of  belladonna,  it  is 
stated  iu  the  "Digest"  that  "  a  standard  of  1  per  cent,  (of  atro 
pine)  would  appear  to  be  reasonable."  FaT  and  Wright's  mere 
important  recommendation  that  this  extract  should  be  replaced 
by  an  alcoholic  extract  of  the  leaves  is  ignored.  Belladonna 
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leaves  vary  in  alkaloidal  content  from  0-24-  to  06  per  cent.,  the 
average  being  about  0  35  per  cent.,  and  if  we  assume  a  yield  of 
3  oz.  to  Zh  oz.  of  extract  from  a  pound  of  leaves,  a  reasonable 
standard  would  fall  between  1'5  and  2  per  cent.  In  view  of  the 
low  standard  of  1  per  cent,  adopted  for  the  root-extract,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  a  higher  figure  for  the  leaf  extrict  would  be  objected 
to.    "Why  not  increase  the  strength  of  the  root-extract? 

Coca. — Moor  suggests  that  the  total  alkaloids  in  the  liquid 
extract  should  be  at  least  05  per  cent.  The  standard  should  be 
based  on  cocaine,  which  is  the  most  important  constituent,  and  as 
the  leaves  contain  from  042  to  08  per  cent,  of  that  alkaloid, 
0  5  per  cent,  of  cocaine  would  be  a  rational  figure. 

Golchicum. — Sehultze  is  quoted  as  stating  that  the  corms  con- 
tain only  two-thirds  as  much  alkaloid  as  the  seed.  As  a  general 
statement  this  cannot  be  accepted.  The  seeds  contain  from 
0'32  to  0'8  per  cent.,  and  the  corms  0'3  to  075  per  cent,  of 
colchicine,  the  average  in  each  case  being  0  5  per  cent.  On  the 
basis  of  these  figures  standards  might  be  adopted  for  the  tincture, 
wine,  and  extract,  that  for  the  first  being  01  per  cent,  of 
colchicine. 

Gehemium. — Barclay  is  quoted  as  proposing  0-025  per  cent,  of 
gelsemine  as  a  standard  for  the  tincture.  Would  the  total 
alkaloids  not  be  a  safer  basis  ?  Stockman  and  Hill  state  that 
gelseminine  "  is  the  constituent  which  chiefly  determines  the 
effect  of  gelsemium-preparations,"  and  Greenish  that  "  gelsemi- 
nine is  much  more  poisonous  than  gelsemine."  The  rhizome 
contains  from  0'38  to  0  7  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloids,  so  that 
0'5  per  cent,  might  be  regarded  as  a  suitable  standard,  equal  to 
0'05  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloids  for  the  tincture. 

Myoscyamus.  The  leaves,  extract,  and  tincture  are  dealt  with 
in  the  "  Digest."  For  the  first-named  0  8  per  cent,  of  alkaloid  is 
quoted  as  a  probable  standard.  Henbane-leaves  contain  from 
0  73  to  0'13  per  cent,  of  alkaloid,  the  average  being  about  01,  and 
it  would  seem  to  be  inadvisable  to  adopt  a  lower  standard.  The 
remarks  applied  to  green  extract  of  belladonna  also  apply  to 
extract  of  henbane,  which  might  well  be  replaced  by  a  spirituous 
extract  containing  0  5  per  cent,  of  alkaloid.  Naylor  and  Bryant 
found  0425  per  cent,  in  a  sample  of  B.P.  extract  On  the  same 
basis  the  strength  of  the  tincture  would  be  0  01  per  cent,  of 
alkaloid. 

Jaborandi. — Jaborandi-leaves  contain  from  0'23  to  1  per  cent, 
of  pilocarpine,  so  that  the  liquid  extract  ought  to  contain  at  least 
0'5  per  cent,  of  that  alkaloid,  on  which  basis  the  tincture  would 
contain  0'1  per  cent.,  the  standard  quoted  in  the  "  Digest "  of 
0'048  per  cent,  being  too  low. 

Jala])  yields  from  5  to  16  per  cent,  of  resin,  the  average  being 
8  per  cent.,  so  that  the  B.P.  requirement  of  9  to  11  per  cent,  is 
rather  high,  apart  from  the  recent  deterioration  of  root  to  which 
Umney  called  attention.  The  tincture  standard  of  1'5  per  cent, 
is  more  reasonable.  The  extractive  (in  a  1-in-l  fluid  extract) 
varies  from  12'5  to  24  per  cent.,  and,  assuming  an  average  of  18  to 
20  per  cent.,  the  extract,  which  Hoseason  recommends  to  be 
standardised,  ought  to  contain  not  less  than  35  per  cent,  of  resin. 

Podophyllum. — The  process  for  the  determination  of  the  resin 
may  account  for  the  varying  results  obtained  in  different  labora- 
tories. The  author's  figures  gave  a  range  of  3  to  4'6  per  cent,  of 
resin,  with  an  average  of  about  4'25. 

Tr.  Conii. — Conium  fruit  contains  from  0'36  to  0'9 1  per  cent, 
of  coniine  based  on  acid  titration.  Some  observers  record  much 
higher  figures.  A  standard  of  0'5  per  cent,  for  the  fruit  would 
imply  0'1  per  cent,  for  the  tincture. 

Tr.  Digitalis. — Chemical  or  physical  standards  are  of  little 
value  in  this  preparation,  but  the  extractive  in  a  1-in-l  fluid  extract 
varies  from  21  to  35  per  cent.,  the  mean  being  28. 

Tr.  ■  Hamamelidis.  -"Witch-hazel-bark  fluid  extract  (1  in  1) 
yields  extractive  varying  from  21  to  33  per  cent.,  with  an  average 
of  about  25.  The  standard  of  2  per  cent,  for  the  tincture  recom- 
mended by  various  writers  seems  on  the  safe  side. 

Tr.Krameria. — Peruvian  rhatany  (Krameria  triandria)  yields 
(1  in  1)  from  24  to  43  per  cent,  extractive,  and  25  may  be  regarded 
as  a  safe  minimum,  so  that  the  tincture  should  not  contain  les3 
than  5  per  cent.,  as  recommended  by  Barclay  and  Umney. 

Tr.  Liqmli. — The  extractive  from  hops  is  exceedingly  variable, 
the  range  (1  in  1)  being  from  9  to  22  per  cent.,  with  an  average  of 
about  15.  The  standard  suggested — 4  per  cent. — therefore  seems 
high. 

Tr.  Myrrlice. — The  extractive  from  myrrh  (1  in  1,  91-per  cent, 
alcohol)  varies  from  15  to  31'6  per  cent.,  the  average  being  under 
25.  The  standard  for  the  tincture  should  not  be  more  than 
5  per  cent. 

Tr.  Quillaice. — Using  a  somewhat  weaker  spirit  than  is  specified 
in  the  B.P.,  a  fluid  extract  \1  in  lj  of  soap-bark  yields  extractive 
varying  from  £9'5  to  45  3  per  cent.,  the  average  being  over  35  per 
cent. 

Tr.  Senega. — The  extractive  from  the  root  (1  in  1)  varies  from 
23  to  30  per  cent.,  the  average  being  about  26.  The  extractive 
from  the  tincture  ought  not  to  exceed  5  grams  in  100  c.c. 

Tr.  Stramonii.—  The  alkaloidin  stramonium- leaves  varies  from 
0'27  to  0  4  per  cent ,  and  a  safe  star.dard  is  0'3  This  would  give 
a  tincture  containing  0'06  per  cent,  of  alkaloid, 


Tr.  Zingiberis. — Ginger  yields  from  2;7  to  6  per  cent,  oi  ex- 
tractive (1  in  1),  the  average  being  under  5  per  cent.  Barclay's 
suggestion  of  04  per  cent,  extractive  as  a  standard  for  the  tincture 
is  to  be  preferred  to  Umney's  0'5. 

Pepsin-preparations.-— -The  "  Digest "  quotes  Sir  Charles 
Cameron's  statement  as  to  the  want  of  digestive  power  of  various 
pepsin  and  glycerin-of-pepsin  samples  examined  by  him  in 
Ireland.  The  author  finds  that  all  the  samples  were  taken  from 
Poor-law  Unions.  There  is  no  indication  of  this  in  the  "  Digest." 
A  frequent  error  in  making  glycerin  of  pepsin,  which  may  possibly 
account  for  some  of  Sir  Charles's  weak  samples,  is  to  dilute  the 
concentrated  glycerole,  following  a  formula  that  was  in  common 
use  before  the  preparation  was  made  official.  The  B.P.  glycerin 
of  pepsin  should  always  be  made  direct  from  soluble  pepsin.  The 
concentrated  glycerole  can  also  be  made  thus : 


B  P.  pepsin  ... 
Glycerin 

Diluted  hydrochloric  acid 
Water  to   


1  oz.  10 
4  oz, 
3  dr. .  • 
8  oz, 


A  most  important  matter  is  the  want  of  definiteness  in  the 
B.P.  directions.  In  the  albumen  test  the  mixture  is  to  be  shaken 
"  frequently."  This  is  very  indefinite  :  it  may  be  two,  three,  four, 
or  six  times  an  hour.  A  pepsin  that  is  tested  by  shaking  every  half- 
hour  may  be  condemned,  whereas  the  same  pepsin  shaken  every 
fifteen  minutes  may  be  of  full  strength  as  to  the  digestive  power. 

Detannated  Wines. — Nearly  twenty  years  ago  the  author 
commenced  to  remove  the  tannin  from  sherry  and  orange  wines, 
and  published  the  process  in  the  G.  &  D.  In  1891  it  appeared  in 
the  B.P.C.  Formulary.  He  now  commented  on  the  value  of  this 
method,  and  referred  to  the  fact  that  he  and  Mr.  Adam  Gibson 
showed  that  the  presence  of  tannin  in  sherry  is  largely  the  cause 
of  the  deterioration  of  ipecacuanha-wine. 

Mr.  Hill  next  read  a  contribution  by  Mr.  George 
Lunan,  Ph.C,  on 

Glycerinum  Acidi  Borici. 

General  experience,  he  said,  justified  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham's 
complaint  that  the  process  for  preparing  glycerin  of  boric 
acid  is  troublesome.  After  quoting  methods  suggested  by 
Mr.  D.  Gilmour  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  Mr.  Lunan  de- 
scribed experiments  which  had  he  made  with  the  view  of 
making  the  process  in  the  official  monograph  less  tedious. 
The  best  of  these  was  as  follows  : 

Nineteen  ounces  of  glycerin  was  heated  to  100°  C,  added  5  oz. 
boric  acid  in  crystals,  and  dissolved.  When  ebullition  had  con- 
tinued for  twenty  minutes  the  temperature  reached  148°  C,  and 
the  product  weighed  21  oz.  Further  heating  for  twenty  minutes 
under  150°  C,  reduced  the  weight  to  20  oz. 

The  product  is  perfectly  clear  and  water-white.  It  does  not 
differ  materially  in  chemical  composition  from  the  B.P.  pre- 
paration, except  that  the  conversion  into  glyceryl  borate  may 
not  be  so  complete, 

The  last  written  contribution,  read  by  Mr.  Hill,  was  by 
Mr.  George  F.  Merson,  F.C.S.,  and  had  reference  to 

Caffeine  Citrate. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  use  the  B.P.  quantity  of  water  to 
dissolve  the  citric  acid  in  making  this  preparation.  One-half 
would  do  just  as  well.  The  author  had  found  that  there  is 
no  need  to  use  any  water  at  all.  It  is  only  necessary  to  mix 
the  alkaloid  with  the  citric  acid,  sift  through  a  No.  40  sieve, 
dry  on  the  granulating  tray  or  on  a  water-bath,  powder,  and 
sift.  The  product  is  superior  in  appearance  to  that  made 
by  the  official  process,  being  free  from  yellow  colour. 

The  Discussion 

which  followed  was  pretty  general.  Mr.  William  Duncan 
commenced  it  by  saying  that  people  should  be  very  cautious 
in  making  any  suggestion  for  altering  the  B.P. 

Dr.  Coull  agreed  with  Mr.  Dott's  remarks  as  to  the 
extractive  standards.  Speaking  of  opium,  he  said  they  had 
become  so  accustomed  to  the  10-per-cent.  standard  for 
opium-powder  ,tbat  it  might  confuse  matters  to  raise  the 
standard  now.  It  is  easy  to  standardise  the  powder  by  using 
the  exhausted  opium  marc,  which  is  better  than  sugar  of 
milk  or  any  other  form  of  inert  matter. 

Mr.  Claud  F.  Henry  said  they  had  long  been  troubled 
with  deposits  in  preparations  such  as  ipecacuanha  and  bella- 
donna. They  are  not  yet  perfect,  and  much  remains  to  be 
done  to  improve  them.  There  is  a  deposit  in  tinctures  of 
DelJadonna  and  nux  vomica  after  standing  two  or  three 
weeks.    He  would  very  much  like  to  see  the  pharmacist  who 
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could  make  the  liquor  bismuthi  preparation  right  off  from 
the  B.P.  method.  He  would  shake  hands  with  him.  He 
questioned  if  the  B.P.  concentrated  liquors  are  used  at  all. 
Glycerin  of  boric  acid  is  not  prescribed  by  medical  men  as 
it  ought  to  be,  and  if  the  B.P.  would  give  a  satisfactory 
preparation  he  was  sure  medical  men  would  order  it.  He 
confirmed  the  recommendation  to  add  more  water  to  lini- 
mentum  ammonia}.  The  present  formula  for  pil.  rhei  co.  is 
quite  satisfactory.  He  was  satisfied  that,  in  preparing 
carbolic-acid  ointment,  the  recommendation  he  made  to  use 
wool-fat  as  a  basis  instead  of  soft  paraffin,  and  add  a  little 
water,  gives  the  best  result. 

Mr.  Archibald  Currib  said  he  found  that  in  ung. 
potassii  iodidi  the  addition  of  3  gr.  of  potassium  carbonate 
to  the  ounce  recommended  in  the  B.P.  is  not  sufficient,  as  it 
begins  to  colour  an  hour  after  being  made. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  said  the  "  Digest "  only  dealt  with  sugges- 
tions made  up  to  the  end  of  1902  ;  but  a  very  important 
contribution  to  the  subject  of  liquor  bismuthi,  given  by  Mr. 
Duncan  at  the  Dundee  meeting  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference,  was  not  taken  notice  of.  Mr.  Chattaway 
was  very  sparing  in  opinions  of  his  own.  That  detracted 
from  the  value  of  the  "  Digest,"  and  was  a  contrast  to  their 
old  friend,  Dr.  Attfield,  who  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing 
his  opinion.  In  the  case  of  lin.  terebinthinre  the  suggestion 
of  Alcock  and  Withers  was  quoted,  but,  curiously  enough, 
a  paper  of  his  own  on  the  same  subject  was  ignored.  Mr. 
Chattaway  had  mentioned  the  processes  he  suggested  for 
making  liquor  ammonite  acetatis  and  liquor  ammonire 
citratis,  but  the  abstract  did  not  quite  emphasise  the  point 
of  the  suggestion,  which  was  that  it  is  impossible  to  follow 
the  present  method  of  attaining  neutrality,  because  by 
heating  to  drive  off  carbonic  anhydride  the  ammonium  salts 
are  decomposed.  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  had  suggested  cochineal 
as  an  indicator,  but  it  is  accompanied  by  loss  of  a  variable 
quantity  of  material  in  removing  a  portion  for  examination. 
He  agreed  with  Mr.  Maben  in  his  observations  regarding  the 
preparation  of  tincture  of  hops,  and  concluded  by  saying 
that  one  strong  impression  made  on  his  mind  by  a  glance 
through  the  "Digest"  was  that  it  dealt  very  largely  with 
tests  and  standards  which  seem  designed  to  detect  badly 
made  or  fraudulent  preparations.  A  great  deal  more  atten- 
tion should  be  given  to  fixing  a  process  which,  when  faith- 
fully followed,  would  yield  a  valuable  and  satisfactory 
product. 

Mr.  Boa  agreed  that  extractive  could  not  be  accepted  as 
an  indication  of  quality.  Mr.  Maben's  figures  were  very 
interesting,  but  for  official  purposes  he  could  scarcely  accept 
them  without  consideration.  For  example,  he  said  that 
fluid  extract  of  digitalis  varies  from  21  to  35,  and  on  that 
basis  he  suggested  a  tincture-standard.  Personally,  he 
would  never  dream  of  making  tincture  of  digitalis  by  diluting 
a  1-in-l  fluid  extract,  and  he  did  not  think  they  would  be 
justified  in  taking  the  figures  in  that  matter  at  all.  He 
objected  to  Mr.  Maben  saying  that  pharmacists  in  Scotland 
generally  prepare  glycerin  of  pepsin  by  diluting  the  con- 
centrated glycerol  of  pepsin,  and  did  not  think  any  self- 
respecting  pharmacist  would  use  anything  else  than  the 
B  P.  in  dispensing  prescriptions.  He  questioned  if  there 
is  any  material  deterioration  in  ipecacuanha-wine  when 
there  is  a  deposit.  The  trouble  is  in  sending  the  wine  out 
clear.  He  did  not  see  why  they  should  not  follow  the  B.P. 
strictly  even  in  ipecacuanha-wine,  and  doubted  if  the  new 
method  is  any  better  than  the  old.  He  was  inclined  to  take 
Mr.  Merson's  suggested  process  for  caffeine  citrate  with  some 
reserve,  but  accepted  Mr.  Lunan's  results  on  boric-acid 
glycerin. 

Mr.  Dott,  in  reply,  said  there  was  a  tendency,  more  or 
less  inevitable,  to  dilute  preparations,  and  it  is  a  question 
how  far  they  should  stick  by  the  strict  method  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia in  every  particular  detail.  Mr.  Boa  was  rather  a 
stickler  for  that,  but  it  was  out  of  the  question  to  occupy 
that  position,  and  he  held  it  is  quite  permissible  to  depart 
from  the  strict  letter  so  long  as  the  preparation  in  its 
essential  principles  is  kept  up  to  its  therapeutic  value. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Boa  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
the  authors  of  the  papers. 

Exhibits. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  then  directed  attention  to  the  exhibition 
of  plants  collected  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Thompson,  Edinburgh,  for 


which  he  gained  the  certificate  in  the  Society's  herbarium 
competition  this  year.  Mr.  Thompson  was  complimented, 
and,  in  reply,  he  spoke  with  some  enthusiasm  of  field  botany 
as  an  interesting  and  profitable  pursuit  for  students  of 
pharmacy.  Mr.  Hill  also  brought  under  notice  the  recent 
additions  to  the  library  and  museum,  and  the  meeting 
terminated. 


£tampefc*meMcme  1Rote& 


Malt  and  Oil  Again. 

In  connection  with  the  remarks  made  in  this  column  last 
week  we  have  before  us  an  interesting  correspondence 
between  Mr.  W.  G.  Boyd,  dispensing  chemist,  Kilmarnock, 
and  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue.  Mr.  Boyd  sold  a  bottle 
labelled  as  follows : 

A  Nutritious,  Digestive  Food. 

Phre  Extract  op  Malt, 
combined  with  finest  Norwegian 
Cod-liver  Oil. 
Invaluable  in  wasting  disease. 

This  preparation  is  a  perfect  combination  of  pure 
extract  of  malt  with  the  finest  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil,  in 
which  the  taste  of  the  oil  is  agreeably  disguised,  its 
nutritive  powers  greatly  increased,  and  it  is  rendered  easy 
of  digestion,  even  by  the  most  delicate. 

Flesh-forming  and  strengthening. 

Dose  :  For  adults,  one  tablespoonful  with  or  after 
meals,  plain,  or  in  milk,  wine,  or  water;  for  children,  one 
teaspoonful  in  milk. 

Prepared  by 

W.  G.  Boyd, 

Dispensing  and  Manufacturing  Chemist, 
West  George  Street,  Kilmarnock. 

On  October  16,  1903,  the  Board  wrote  to  him,  stating  that 
this  was  "  rendered  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty  by  reason 
of  [it]  being  recommended  on  the  label  for  use  ia  the  treat- 
ment of  certain  ailments  of  the  human  body.  [It  was]  also 
recommended  on  a  certain  carton  containing  '  sulphur- 
tablets,'  and  liability  to  duty  is  further  involved  by  the 
claim  to  proprietary  right  set  up  by  the  use  of  the  word 
'Boyd'  in  the  possessive  case."  Mr.  Boyd  took  the  advice 
of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association  (Limited),  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  and  the  Secretary  suggested  that  he  should 
ask  for  a  modified  penalty,  which  was  accordingly  arranged. 
Toilet-vinegar,  recommended  as  "  excellent  for  headache," 
was  also  paid  for  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Boyd  wrote  as 
follows  when  remitting  the  penalty  : 

E.  E.  Stoodley,  Esq.,  I.E.  Office.        December  12,  1903. 
Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of 
2nd  inst.,  and  thank  the  Board  for  the  consideration  therein 
shown.  I  have  remitted  the  modified  penalty,  as  requested,  to  the 
cashier. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  duplicate  labels  of  "  Malt  and  Oil,"  and 
will  be  much  obliged  (if  I  n.ay  further  trouble  you  regarding  this 
matter)  if  you  would  kindly  let  me  know  if  the  use  of  this  label 
alone  involves  liability  to  duty,  as  I  am  under  the  impression  thai 
the  decision  against  me  in  this  matter  was  due,  not  to  the  word- 
ing of  the  label,  but  to  my  using  my  name  in  the  possessive  case 
in  conjunction  with  the  par.  re  this  preparation  on  the  side  of  the 
sulphur-tablets  carton.  I  have,  of  course,  ceased  using  these 
cartons,  and  have  discontinued  using  my  name  in  the  possessive 
case  in  conjunction  with  this  article. 

In  my  letter  of  explanation  of  October  19,  I  claimed  that 
with  this  preparation,  as  labelled,  I  should  benefit  by  Exemption  3, 
as  I  was  a  duly  qualified  chemist  (April  1893,  Edinburgh),  and 
that  the  label  distinctly  specified  ingredients  and  claimed  no 
proprietary  rights  in  this  preparation. 

The  wording  "  prepared  by  "  on  label  does  not  necessarily 
imply  possessive  rights.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  retail  chemist 
manufactures  this  article,  as  it  requires  the  use  of  very  extensive 
plant.  My  preparation  is  manufactured  by,  and  bought  in  bulk 
from,  the  Distillers'  Company  (Limited)  by  me,  and  put  up  in 
convenient-sized  bottles  for  retailing.  I  have,  however,  sent  you 
two  labels,  one  with  and  one  without  the  words  "  prepared  by.' 

Kindly  let  me  know  regarding  these  at  your  early  convenience 
and  oblige  Yours  sincerely,         W.  G.  Boyd. 
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The  reply  to  this  was  written  on  Decembtr  15,  and  was  as 

follows  : 

Sib, — With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  hist.  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  uae  of  the  words  "  Invaluable  in  wasting  diseases  "  render  the 
preparation  referred  to  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  E.  Stoodlev, 

Secretary, 

This  does  not  seem  a  very  satisfactory  reply.  Undoubtedly 
the  preparation  is  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty  on  the 
ground  stated  by  Mr.  Stoodley,  but  it  is  known,  admitted, 
and  approved  as  a  remedy  for  wasting  diseases,  and  as  Mr. 
Boyd  made  a  complete  disclosure  of  the  composition  of  the 
article  on  the  label  he  may  legally  sell  it  without  stamp- 
duty.  Since,  therefore,  Mr.  Boyd  conformed  with  all  the 
requirements  of  the  law,  and  the  Board's  ruliDg  as  to  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  remedies  applied,  the  only  ground  of 
action  which  they  could  have  had  against  him  v\as  in  respect 
to  the  use  of  the  possessive  case  in  an  advertisement  of  the 
article.  In  that  light  the  letter  of  December  15  is  unsatis- 
factory, but  we  do  not  feel  justified  in  giving  it  general 
application.  We  certainly  hold  that  any  qualified  chemist 
may  sell  without  stamp-duty  malt  and  oil  labelled  as  Mr. 
Boyd  labelled  it  if  duty  is  not  incurred  by  any  claim  men- 
tioned in  Exemption  3. 

An  Approved  Labe!. 

The  following  label  has  been  marked  "  Not  liable  to  stamp- 
duty  "  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue  (215/17)  : 

 's  Directions  for 

ANTISEPTIC 
FOOT 

POWDER, 

A  Sure  Protection 

against 
TENDER  FEET. 


This  Powoek 


will  prove  itself  a 
very  great  boon  to 
all  who  suffer  from 
tender  or  perspiring 
feet.  It  removes 
all  unpleasantness, 
keeps  the  feet 
healthy  and  cool, 
and  enables  long 
distances  to  be 
walked  withcufc  ten- 
derness or  galling. 
It  is  cleanly  to  use, 


SIZE     6(7.  TIN. 


Prejiared  only  by 


easily  applied,  and  [Name  and  address 
harmless  to  health.    ;    of  the  registered 
chemist]. 


Uiinn. 

The  powder  merely 
requires  to  be  dusted 
into  the  feet  of  the 
stockings  or  socks 
before  putting  them 
on  in  the  morning. 

The  lid  of  the  tin 
is  provided  with 
dredger  -  holes  for 
convenience  in 
using. 


thus 


ANTISEPTIC 

FOOT-POWDER 
is  sold  in  6d.  tins. 


The  Lozenges  Exemption, 

The  last  issue  of  the  "  Confectioners'  Union  "  contains  the 
following  letter  addressed  to  Messrs.  Terry,  confectioners, 

York  : 

Inland  Revenue, 

Somerset  Houfe,  W.C., 

November  14th,  1903. 
Gentlemen,— With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  lstult.,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  Board  have  decided  to  regard  the  sale  of  a  box  of  medicated 
confectionery,  containing  not  less  than  4  lbs.,  as  a  sale  in  bulk, 
and  the  box  will  therefore  not  require  to  be  stamped,  nor  will  it 
be  necessary  for  either  the  manufacture/  or  retailer  to  take  out 
a  licence,  provided,  of  course,  that  the  latter  does  not  sell  the 
lozenges  in  a  dutiable  packet,  but  merely  folded  in  paper,  without 
gum  or  string.  If,  however,  the  lozenges  are  liable  to  duty,  and 
are  sold  in  a  box  containing  less  than  4  lbs.,  the  box  must  be 
stamped,  and  both  the  manufacturer  and  retailer  must  hold  a 
licence.  A  chemist  and  a  confectioner  stand  on  the  same  footing 
as  regards  liability  to  medicine  stamp-duty. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  E.  Stoodley, 

Secretary. 

Goods  not  liable  to  duty,  according  to  labels. — Voice-jujubes, 
sugar  worm-cakes,  chocolate  worm-cakes,  chest-relievers,  voice- 
crystals,  digestive  malt  drops,  extractof-malt  tablets,  composition 
tablets. 

Goods  liable  to  duty,  according  to  la bels.— Menthol  and 
eucalyptus  cough-drops,  cough-drops',  superior  cough  drops,  pare- 
goric cough-drops,  "Y  Koff "  drops,  superior  medicated  cough- 
drops. 

We  presume  that  "sugar  worm-cakes  "  and  "worm-cakes" 
were  placed  in  the  non-liable  list  in  error,  as  it  is  not 
u  ual  to  regard  worms  as  a  part  or  organ  of  the  body,  but 


as  an  ailment.  Since  the  date  of  the  letter  "  chest- 
relievers  "  and  similar  labels  have  been  decided  to  be  liable. 
Summing  up  further  correspondence,  our  contemporary  says 
the  word  "cough,''  spelt  "  coff  "  or  "  koff,"  or  similarly,  will 
still  render  the  packet  dutiable ;  and  cough-lozenges  made 
for  export  are  not  dutiable. 

"Alone  We  Did  It." 

We  understand  that  the  glory  arising  from  the  three 
months'  grace  in  respect  to  the  incidence  of  ailment-name 
penalties  is  to  be  shared  by  limited  companies  as  well  as  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  other  bodies.  The  Association 
representing  the  companies  also  whispered  into  the  ears  of 
the  Board  about  this  amongst  other  matters. 

Edinburgh  Wisdom. 

We  cut  the  following  from  the  "  Edinburgh  Evening 
Dispatch  "  of  Christmas  Day : 

There  is  bound  to  be  some  fun  over  the  new  Medicine- stamp 
Acts,  which  come  into  operation  on  the  first  day  of  1904,  medi- 
cines with  "  ailment-names  "  being  taxable.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  while  "  antibilious  pills"  are  taxable,  "liver  and 
antibilious  pills"  are  not.  "Liver-cleanser"  is  taxable,  but 
"liver-mixture"  escapes  duty.  "  Liver-and- indigestion  mixture  " 
is  to  be  taxed,  but  "  liver  and  aperient  syrup  "  needs  no  atamp. 
Wonderful  discrimination  by  the  Inland  Revenue  Board  !  The 
best  of  their  powers  has  been  exercised  on  "  nerve  "  preparations. 
'Nervine-tonic"  is  taxable — "nerve-tonic"  is  not! 

Had  this  been  written  and  printed  on  New  Year's  day  the 
'  Dispatch"  writer  might  have  been  forgiven  on 'the  plea 
that  he  had  been  under  the  shadow  of  the  Tron  Kirk.  We 
can  conceive  of  no  other  palliation  for  his  indiscretion  in 
writing  on  a  subject  of  which  he  is  ignorant. 

"Truth"  on  the  Board, 

Last  week's  issue  of  Mr.  Labouchere's  paper  contained  the 
following  paragraph : 

I  have  on  several  occasions  referred  to  the  vexed  question  of 
the  liability  of  certain  medicines  to  stamp-duty,  which  for  the 
past  six  months  has  been  fluttering  the  pharmaceutical  dovecotes. 
During  this  period  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  has  been  engaged 
in  considering  how  best  to  give  effect  to  what  it  considers  a 
necessary  change  in  its  practice.  At  intervals  it  has  issued  various 
announcements  as  to  what  would  or  would  not  constitute  liability. 
The  new  regulations  are  to  come  into  force  on  January  1,  and 
chemists  and  druggists  have  been  making  arrangements  for  the 
labelling  of  their  pills  and  mixtures  in  accordance  therewith. 
But  the  Somerset  House  authorities  have  at  the  last  moment 
once  again  changed  their  minds  and  issued  another  set  of  direc- 
tions, much  to  the  bewilderment  of  the  pharmacists.  There  is 
something  inexpressibly  ludicrous  in  the  picture  of  the  big  wigs 
at  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  solemnly  deciding  one  day  that 
antibilious  pills  must  pay  duty  to  the  revenue,  while  liver-pills 
are  exempt,  and  the  next  day  just  as  solemnly  reversing  their 
decision.  But  all  the  same  their  inability  to  come  to  a  final 
decision  entails  a  considerable  amount  of  trouble  and  expense 
upon  the  chemist  and  druggist. 

If  this  criticism  had  been  guided  by  intelligent  appreciation 
of  the  difficulties  and  knowledge  of  the  facts,  it  would  have 
been  helpful  to  chemists. 


TRecent 


Edgeler. — Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of  the 
late  Mr.  William  Bicknell  Edgeler,  chemist  and  diuggist, 
of  Petersfield,  Hants,  who  died  intestate  on  April  17,  have 
been  granted  to  Mr.  James  Stuart  Edgeler,  of  Haslemere, 
Saddler,  brother,  and  one  of  the  next  of  kin.  The  gross 
estate  is  valued  at  1,9212.  3s.  3d.,  and  the  net  personalty 
191/.  18s. 

Hinks. — Mr.  John  Hinks,  of  Avondale,  Bromyard,  Wor- 
cester, and  formerly  of  25  The  Cross,  chemist  and  druggist, 
who  died  on  June  22,  appointed  as  executrix  and  executor 
of  his  will,  dated  April  28,  1881,  his  widow,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Hinks,  to  whom  probate  has  been  granted,  and  Mr.  William 
Mylton,  by  whom  probate  has  been  renounced.  He  be- 
queathed to  Mrs.  Hinks  his  household  effects  and  the 
income  of  his  residuary  estate,  which,  subject  to  her  interest, 
is  to  be  in  trust  for  his  children.  The  estate  has  been 
valued  at  4,048?.  gross. 
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ASSISTANT,  speaking  fluently  English,  French,  German,  Italian, 
fpanUh  ;  best  London  references  :  16  months  in  West-end  Pharmacy  ; 
pood  Dispenser  and  Prescriber  ;  'disengaged  January  15.  "  H.  M."  (47/11), 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


GERMAN  Chemist  (Academician),  speaking  perfect  French  and 
fluent  English,  and  well  up  m  International  Pharmacy,  wants  engage- 
ment in  England ;  London  preferred.  Write  to  Herm.  Koch,  Rauschen- 
berg,  Cassel,  Germany. 

T\lt  ANAGER  or  Senior,  with  view  to  succession  or  Partnership  ;  out- 
Ill  doors  ;  capital  all-round. experience,  including  practical  knowledge 
of  Photography  :  Major  ;  36  ;  abstainer.  R.  Graves  Hook,  Manager,  Whit- 
field &  Son,  Chemists  to  the  King,  Filey  Road,  Scarborough. 


WHOLESALE. 


yySSISTANT,  with  prospects  of  interests  in  Wholesale;  willing  to 


invest.   49/37,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


^^RAVELLER  in  Drugs,  Sundries,  and  Packed  goods ;  good  connection 


iid  experience.   49/19,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TRAVELLER   (good  all-round)  desires  engagement ;    Drugs,  Ess, 
Oils,  Sundries,  &c,  "W.  J.  B."  (43/24),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TRAVELLER   seeks    re-engagement;   Drugs,    Sundries,  or  allied 
branches  ;  8  years'  connection.   45/27,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TRAVELLER  :  good  connection  throughout  the  country ;  highest 
references:  qualified.    " Phenol "  (49/20),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

TRAVELLER,  having  connection  amongst  Chemists,  seeks  re-eugage- 
rnent,  or  good  commission  not  objected  to.     "S.,"  30  South  End, 
Croydon. 

GENTLEMAN,  representing  a  leading  firm  in  South  of  England, 
desires  additional  appointment;  Drugs,  Proprietaries.   Salary,  &c, 
45/9,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


SCOTLAND    AND   NORTH   OF  ENGLAND. — Representative 
calling  on  leading  Chemists,  Stores,  &c,  would  take  additional 
Agency  ;  highest  references.   5/49,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. — Advertiser,  returning  in  March  to  represent 
firm  of  high-class  Manufacturers,  is  open  to  represent  another  con- 
cern of  good  standing.   Apply,  "  Springfield  "  (3/74 ),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

QUALIFIED  German   Chemist,  experienced,  requires  situation  in 
London  Pharmacy  ;  speaks  French.   Apply,  Herr  Deiuinger,  Phar- 
macie  Internationale,  San  Remo. 

QUALIFIED  Chemist  requires  position  as  Manager  or  as  Head  of 
LaDoratory  and  Packed  Goods  department ;  15  years'  experience ; 
aged  32.    "  Nerolin,"  10  Stamford  Brook  Mansions,  Chiswick. 

ENERGETIC  young  man  (25)  wishes  London  experience ;  9  years' 
Wholesale  and  Export  experience  ;  management;  references.  "Scot" 
(44/15),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


ADVERTISER  desires  position  as  Representative  to  good  Drug  or 
Sundries  house  at  home  or  abroad :  5  years'  Retail  previous  expe- 
rience.  "  H.  J.,"  Twynharn  Pharmacy,  Christchurch. 

AS  Traveller. — £5  bonus  offered  to  gentleman  who  can  place  advertiser 
with  a  good  firm,  Drugs,  Sundries,  Soaps,  &c. :  highest  references  ; 
abstainer  ;  security  ;  young.   "  Salesman  "  (45/37),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


ENTERPRISING  gentleman  (30)  is  open  to  render  his  exclusive 
services  in  representing  a  reliable  firm  of  Druggists'  Sundries,  or 
Perfumery  and  Soap  Manufacturers,  &e. ;  13  years  associated  with  trades 
relating  to  Chemists  ;  thorough  knowledge  acquired :  Provinces  preferred. 
For  further  particulars  apply,  "  Homme  d'Affaires,"  38  Evering  Road  N. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  Chemist,  married,  10  years'  experience 
(Retail),  aged  35,  seeks  position  in  Laboratory  of  Chemical  Manu- 
facturer, or  good  firm  where  his  scientific  knowledge  would  be  useful  ;  or 
would  entertain  position  of  trust  as  Manager  in  good  Dispensing  and  Retail 
firm  :  abstainer  ;  excellent  references  ;  country  town  preferred  ="  Radium  " 
(43/14),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


3s.  M.for  50  words  or  less;  Qd.for  every  10  words  beyond. 


A  MERICA.— Gentleman  (English),  visiting  New  York  shortly,  will  be 
open  to  transact  business,  appoint  American  or  British  agencies 
&c.  ;  sound  knowledge  of  Sundries  and  Perfumery  trades ;  highest  refer- 
ences.   42/5,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


A  GENT  or  Cash  Buyers  wanted,  to  take  up  a  grand  line  of  Lanolin, 
JTK  the  cheapest  and  best  selling  line  in  the  trade.  Write  for  samples, 
korth  London  Packing  Co.,  159  Kingsland  Road,  N.E. 


HUGHES  &  COSSAR,  Importers  and  Indent  Agents,  Auckland,  New 
Zealand,  are  open  to  undertake  Sole  Agencies,  for  New  Zealand  ;  im- 
porters of  all  heavy  and  fine  Drugs  and  Chemicals,  Bottles  and  Jars,  Con- 
fectioners' Requisites,  Tanning  Mateiials,  and  all  classes  of  goods  for 
manufacturing  purposes  ;  consignments  accepted ;  correspondence  invited. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Special  charges  are  made  for  Advertisements  tinder  this 
heading,  which  ean  be  obtained  on  application. 

TO  CHEMISTS  AND  DRUG-STORES.— Wanted,  positions  on 
sides  of  shops  for  Enamel  Plates  for  Proprietary  Advertisement. 
Apply,  Abrahams",  114  Earlham  Grove,  Forest  Gate,  E. 

A SWISS  Chemist  wishes  to  Sell  an  excellent  Speciality  for  the 
External  Treatment  of  Varicose  Veins ;  preparation  certified  by- 
medical  men  ;  splendid  profits  ;  moderate  terms.  Write,  "  Tharmacie  du 
Theatre,"  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

CHEMIST'S  SUNDRIES.— Patent  Medicines  packed  in  free 
cases,  Carriage  Paid.  Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and  Terms, 
which  will  be  sent,  post  free,  on  receipt  of  application.  May,  Roberts  &  Co., 
9  and  11  Clerkenwell  Road,  Loudon,  or  16  Westmoreland  Street,  Dublin. 


SMART  and  up-to-date  Advertisements  designed  and  written  for  Hand- 
bills and  Newspapers  ;  satisfaction  guaranteed  ;  orders  executed 
within  3  days.  Send  for  particulars  of  Handbills,  10,000  demy  8vo.,  5s. 
per  10,000,  carriage  paid,  B.  Wnitworth  Hird  (Limited),  Advertising 
Specialists,  Norwich. 

CHEMISTS'  SHOP-FITTINGS.— 12-ft.  complete  high-class  drug- 
fitting,  10-tt.  plate-glass  and  mahogany  counter,  6-ft.  wall  show- 
case, 6-ft.  dispensing-screen  and  counter,  perfume-case  and  desk,  nest  of 
counter-drawers  with  till,  swan-neck  carboy  and  gilt-top  specie-jar  on 
mahogany  stands  ;  price,  complete,  £55. 

PHILIP  JOSEPHS  &  SON,  93  Old  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Ml  cADAM  &  TUCKNISS,  Sharedealers,  Blackheath,  London,  S.B. 
Ill  Telephones  81  &  81a  Lee  Green. 

Shares  on  Sale  (free  of  commission,  subject). — 20  Barclay  &  Son  ordi- 
nary 13s.  6d.  ;  100  Benger's  ordinary  20s.  9</. ;  350  G.  B.  Kent  preference 
20s.  9d.  xd.  ;  100  Lewis  &  Burrows  ordinary  9s.,  100  preference  13s.  9</.  : 
150  A.  J.  White  ordinary  5s.  Ik/.,  100  preference  lis.  xd. ;  100  International 
Plasmon  ordinary  19s.  'lia. ;  lOO  Vi-Cocoa  preference  16s.  3d.  xd. ;  85  W. 
Jameson  ordinary  18s.  9d.  ed. ;  100  llford  ordinary  25s.  Gd.,  100  preference 
21s. ;  100  Idris  '•  A  "  preference  23s.  3d.  xd. 

Wanted  (subject). — 72  Camwal  ordinary  8s.  (small  lots  7s.)  ;  5  Camwal 
debentures;  20  Evans  Lescher  preference  £5  5  s.  9d. ;  10  Wilkie  &  Soames 
preference  £11 10s. ;  100  Meggeson  ordinary. 

List  of  Shares  for  sale  and  wanted  sent  free  on  application.  References 
to  bankers  and  many  clients. 

NEW  SYSTEM  OF  ACCOUNTS  for  Retail  Business;  recom- 
mended by  all  leading  Trade  papers ;  requires  no  knowledge  of 
bookkeeping.  If  you  desire  to  keep  your  Accounts  with  genuine  simplicity 
and  every  satisfaction,  send  for  particulars  and  unequivocal  opinions  to 
McQueen  &  Sons,  Addiscombe,  Croydon.  Press  says:  "Just  what  was 
wanted";  "  Unlike  many  others,  is  really  of  value."  • 


DURABLE  SILVER  PLATING. — Please  write  for  Price  List. 
Special  quotations  for  quantities.  Our  Plating  invariably  gives  long 
service  and  u.uch  satisfaction  ;  prompt  return  of  all  work  entrusted  to  us  ; 
slight  repairs  tiee.  Fres  collection  and  delivery  by  our  vans  in  London 
and  the  suburbs  ;  cai  riage  paid  one  way  on  country  orders.  Idris  &  Co. 
(Limited),  Plating  Department,  Syphon  Factory,  35/43  King's  Road, 
St.  Pancras,  London,  N.W. 

CHEMISTS  starting  business  or  contemplating  alterations  will  do 
well  to  write  us  for  Plans,  Specifications,  and  Estimates.  Shops 
fitted  from  £35.  Mr.  Treble  personally  superintends  all  work,  and  will 
wait  upon  clients  and  give  them  the  benefit  of  his  long  experience  and 
advice  if  desired.  Cheapest  House  for  Shop  Fronts  and  High-class  Fittings  ; 
terms  to  suit  all.  TREBLE  &  CO..  Complete  Shop  Fitters,  Rectory- 
Works,  Rendleshani  Road,  Clapton,  London,  N.E. 

CHEMIST'S  SHOP  FIXTURES. — Ranges  mahogany  drawers,  with 
bevelled-edge  glass  labels  and  cut-glass  knobs,  shelving  above,  lockers 
below  ;  mahogany  dispensing-screens  ;  counters  with  glass-case  fronts  J 
wall-cases  ;  bent-front  and  flat-top  counter-cases ;  counter-desks  ;  tooth- 
brush cases  ;  complete  shop-rounds,  &c. ;  every  requisite  for  chemists,  new 
and  second-hand  ;  extensive  stock  to  select  from,  at  extremely  low  prices  ; 
practical  men  sent  to  all  parts ;  estimates  free.  Matthews,  Chemists' 
Fitter,  14  and  16  Manchester  Street,  Liverpool.  Works  :  9  Preston  Street. 
Telephone  6695.   Illustrated  catalogue  on  application. 


SECONDHAND  FITTINGS.  Important  to  Chemists.— We  have 
for  Disposal  the  whole  of  the  Fittings  of  3  first-class  Shops,  compris- 
ing Glass-front  and  Panel-front  Counters  (Mahogany  tops),  Dispensing- 
screens,  Wall-fittings,  Wall-cases,  Counter-cases,  Shelving.  Cupboards,  Nests 
of  Drawers  (glass  labels  and  knobs),  Window-enclosures,  Desks,  Loft's  Cash- 
tills,  &c,  &c. ;  they  are,  we  believe,  the  finest  lot  of  Fittings  ever  offered  ; 
we  bought  them  clieap,  we  will  sell  them  cheap,  separately  or  in  one  lot. 
Apply,  Rudduck  &  Co.,  Shop-fitters  and  Shop-front  Builders,  262  Old  Street, 
London,  E.C. 
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MR.  THOMAS  J.  KEENAN,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  New  Remedies  of  the  New  York  State  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association,  in  a  report  on  this  subject  which  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  annual  meeting  at  Utica,  made  some 
remarks  on  the  trend  of  work  in  the  production  of  new 
remedies,  in  order  to  indicate  the  lines  of  activity  followed 
by  chemical-manufacturers.  He  said  that  although  anti- 
rheumatics and  uric-acid  eliminants  in  new  and  novel  com- 
binations have  been  produced  in  average  volume  during  the 
period  under  review,  there  has  been  a  somewhat  greater 
activity  displayed  in  the  manufacture  of  substances  intended 
for  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  troubles,  and  we  have  con- 
sequently to  note  the  appearance  of  a  number  of  new  thera- 
peutical synthetics  the  bulk  of  which  owe  their  medicinal 
efficacy  to 

Guaiacol. 

This  body,  which  is  the  active  constituent  of  beechwood 
creosote,  has  proved  so  valuable  a  remedy  in  many  disorders 
that  numerous  more  or  less  successful  attempts  have  been 
made  to  overcome  its  objectionable  features,  the  result  being 
a  lengthy  list  of  additions  to  materia  medica,  which  have, 
however,  in  few  instances  only  fulfilled  the  expectations  of 
the  makers. 

The  preparation  known  commercially  as  guaiacol  is  the 
fraction  of  beechwood  creosote  boiling  at  200°-205°  C. 
From  this  a  purified  product  is  prepared  by  recrystallisation 
from  either  potassium  guaiacol  or  benzoyl  guaiacol ;  and  a 
crystalline  guaiacol  is  also  built  up  synthetically  by  methyl- 
ating  pyrocatechin,  as  well  as  from  ortho-anisidin  by  diazo- 
tising  and  boiling.  Pure  synthetic  guaiacol  made  by  either 
of  the  two  prooesses  last  mentioned  is  a  colourless,  crystal- 
line body,  melting  at  28  5  J  C,  and  boiling  at  205°  C.  It  is 
readily  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  and  sulphuric  acid,  and  in 
50  parts  of  water.  It  combines  directly  with  numerous 
bases  to  form  crystalline  salts,  and  with  certain  acid 
radicals,  some  of  which  form  valuable  therapeutic  agents. 
While  most  of  these  compounds  are  free  from  the  objection- 
able characteristics  of  guaiacol  itself,  it  is  nevertheless  the 
fact  that  most  of  them  are  at  the  same  time  much  inferior 
to  the  parent  product  in  medicinal  value. 

The  first  substituted  guaiacol  introduced  into  medicine 
was  benzosol,  or  benzoyl  guaiacol,  which  dates  from  1890. 
Soon  after  this  there  was  produced  in  rapid  succession  a 
whole  series  of  ethereal  salts :  guaiacol  carbonic  acid  aid 
guaiacol  carbonate  in  1891 ;  guaiacol  biniodide  in  1892; 
cinnamyl  guaiacol  and  guaiacol  salol  in  1893 ;  guaiacol 
ethylenate,  guaiacol  phosphate,  and  methyl  guaiacol  in  1894  ; 
guaiacol  valerianate  in  1893  ;  guaiacol  phosphite  and  guaiacol 
piperidine  in  1897.  About  this  time  (1897)  attempts  were 
made  in  other  directions  looking  to  the  production  of  new 
guaiacol  derivatives.  Guaiacol  was  sulphonated  and  from 
the  guaiacol-sulphonic  acid  several  new  compounds  were 
prepared.  G.  H.  Schaefer,  the  chemist  of  the  New  York 
Quinine  and  Chemical  Works,  introduced  quinine-guaiacol, 
sulphonate  under  the  name  guaiaquin,  followed  by  other 
alkaloidal  compounds,  as  well  as  the  iron  and  bismuth  salts 
of  guaiacol-sulphonic  acid ;  but  the  quinine  derivative 
appears  to  be  the  only  compound  which  has  met  with  any 
special  favour.  The  potassium  salt  of  guaiacol-sulphonic 
acid,  which  is  made  and  marketed  by  Merck  &  Co.  under  the 
name  thiocol,  is  recommended  highly  and  used  extensively 
as  a  non-poisonous  substitute  for  the  parent  substance. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  within  the  past  few  years  investi- 
gators have  returned  to  the  old  lines,  and  we  have  seen 
introduced  guaiacol  cacodylate,  guaiamar,  and  guaisanol, 
besides  numerous  other  direct  derivatives  of  guaiacol  under 
names  more  or  less  indicative  either  of  their  chemical  make- 
up or  their  intended  therapeutical  application.  Interesting 
as  all  these  compounds  are,  it  is  more  so  to  note  the  fact 
that  where  the  action  of  guaiacol  is  desired  physicians 
express  a  preference  for  the  old-fashioned  product,  and  claim 
to  obtain  better  results  from  it,  though  compounds  like 
creosotal  and  duotal — creosote  and  guaiacol  carbonates 
respectively — are  still  extensively  prescribed,  and  bulk 
largely  in  import  statistics. 


The  increasing  use  and  applications  of 

ORGANO-THEEAPBUTIC  SUBSTANCES 

have  attracted  attention  during  the  year.  Although  the 
long  line  of  extracts  and  preparations  from  the  organs  and 
glands  of  the  animal  body,  which  promised  a  few  years  ago 
to  attain  a  great  vogue,  and  were  indeed  largely  employed, 
have  fallen  into  disuse,  increasingly  new  applications  are 
found  for  a  number  of  the  active  constituents  of  certain 
glandular  bodies  and  their  chemical  combinations.  The 
products  of  the  suprarenal,  the  thyroid,  and  the  thymus 
glands  have  been  tried  alone  and  in  their  various  combina- 
tions, and  the  claims  put  forward  for  them  have  been  well 
substantiated  in  many  cases.  Epinephrin  was  the  first  of 
the  active  principles  separated  from  the  suprarenal  glands, 
this  having  been  effected  by  Professor  Abel,  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  in  1896.  A  year  later  von  Furth  dis- 
puted the  claims  of  Abel,  and  asserted  that  epinephrin  was 
merely  an  inactive  foreign  substance  contaminated  with  the 
active  principle  isolated  by  himself  and  which  he  named 
suprarenin,  but  von  Furth's  product  itself  is  not  believed  to 
be  a  pure  chemical  compound.  In  1901  Jokichi  Takamine 
announced  the  isolation  of  the  active  constituent  of  the 
gland  in  a  stable  and  crystalline  form,  naming  it  adrenalin, 
and  this  is  now  being  produced  on  a  commercial  scale  by  the 
firm  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  It  may  be  well  to  note,  however, 
that  Takamine's  claim  for  the  purity  of  the  substance  isolated 
by  him  is  disputed  by  Abel,  who  regards  it  as  a  mixture  of 
native  and  reduced  epinephrin. 

Numerous  attempts  have  been  made  to  isolate  the  active 
constituents  of  the  thyroid  gland,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
substance  termed  thyroidine  by  its  discoverer  Baumann  fully 
represents  the  physiological  properties  of  the  gland.  The 
isolation  of  a  soluble  ferment,  bearing  the  name  thyroidinase, 
was  announced  this  year,  and  it  receives  mention  in  the 
report,  as  does  also  a  preparation  named  antithyroids,  which 
consists  of  a  serum  from  herbivorous  animals  deprived  of 
their  thyroid  glands  several  weeks  previous  to  being  slaugh- 
tered. 

The  year's  production  of  new  remedies  includes  a  number 

of 

Iodine  Substitutes, 

which  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  efforts  are  still  being 
made  to  produce  an  antiseptic  substance  as  powerful  as 
iodoform  but  devoid  of  its  disagreeable  odour;  while  the 
search  for  substitutes  for  the  bromide  salts  used  in  the 
treatment  of  epilepsy,  &c,  has  led  to  the  production  of 
several  compounds  which  are  claimed  to  be  free  from  the 
disagreeable  by-effects  of  the  ordinary  bromides. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  the  evidences  of  a  tendency  among 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession  to  scrutinise  the 
claims  put  forward  for  new  remedies.  This  finds  adequate 
expression  in  the  number  of  Squibb's  "  Ephemeris  "  for 
January,  1903,  in  the  following  words : 

It  may  be  quite  confidently  stated  that  there  has  been  during 
the  past  year  a  possibly  slow  but  very  decided  revulsion  in  the 
medical  profession,  at  least  in  some  quarters,  against  the  efforts 
of  a  few  enthusiasts  to  press  forward  the  claims  of  some  new 
products.  This  apathy  of  the  profession  to  their  claims  has  had 
a  wholesome  effect  in  general,  and  yet  cannot  be  claimed  to  have 
necessarily  retarded  investigations  on  rational  lines.  The  medical 
profession  is  now  judiciously  looking  back  over  the  line  of  agents 
already  tried  and  found  of  sufficient  value,  in  order  to  continue 
its  investigations  with  such  which  have  been  suddenly  and  unwisely 
dropped  for  the  very  much  newer  products  which  are  loudly  pro- 
claimed by  advertisement  and  otherwise  to  be  efficient  substitutes 
or  "  sure  cures." 

The  imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  into  Tangier  during  1902 
amounted  to  913  cwt.,  against  1,873  cwt.  in  1901. 

Manchester  College  of  Pharmacy. — At  an  examination  held 
at  this  College,  Mr.  Wm.  T.  Hill,  of  Chorley,  was  awarded  a  copy 
of  Ganot's  "  Physics  "  for  obtaining  the  best  marks  in  theory,  and 
Mr.  Thos.  Cuthbert,  of  Lancaster,  secured  the  silver  medal  for  the 
best  analytical  work. 

The  leading  American  journal  devoted  to  advertising  says : 

"  In  English-speaking  countries  the  pharmaceutical  autho- 
rity is  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  of  London.  No  other 
journal  approaches  it.  Besides  dominating  Great  Britain,  it 
circulates  extensively  in  every  British  Colony,  and  wherever 
there  is  an  English  druggist." 
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Summary  of  Principal  Contents  of  to-day's  issue  of "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 


The  Latest  Stobe-pbices  (mostly  advances)  are  mentioned  on 
p.  38. 

Camphor  is  dear,  and  will  be  still  dearer,  for  the  reasons  given 
in  an  editorial  on  p.  53. 

The  rapid  estimation  of  mercury  by  means  of  hypophosphorous 
acid  was  discussed  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Howard  before  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry  on  Monday  evening'  (p.  57). 

Sulphobenzoate  of  Sodium  is  the  name  which  Dr.  Hugh 
Woods  gives  to  a  compound  made  by  the  interaction  of  sodium 
formate  and  sulphocarbolate.  He  describes  it  in  an  article  on 
p.  56. 

Under  "Association  Ballads  "  we  begin  a  series  of  references 
to  chemists'  local  associations,  which  promises  to  be  interesting. 
This  week's  ballad  is  tough  reading  for  those  who  know  not  the 
Doric  (p.  50). 

The  representatives  of  Glasgow  chemists  appear  to  have  united 
with  local  grocers  in  regard  to  stamped-medicine  matters.  We 
give  particulars  and  the  text  of  a  circular  issued  by  grocers. 
Rhondda  Valley  grocers  are  of  opinion  that  grocers  should  sell 
proprietary  medicines  because  chemists  sell  tea  (p.  61). 

The  writer  of  "  Now  and  Then  "  returns  to  the  charge,  and 
insists  that  any  remedy,  sold  by  a  qualified  chemist,  in  respect  to 
which  he  claims  no  secret  or  exclusive  right,  is  exempt  from  duty 
(p.  62).  We  suggest  that  this  is  a  principle  which  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  should  arrange  with  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
(p.  52). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  a  quiet  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  a  large  part  of  the  time  being  spent  in  committee. 
The  deputation  which  called  upon  the  Board  of  Inland  Bevenue 
said  practically  nothing  about  what  the  subject  or  results  of  the 
conference  were.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  discussion  about  the 
proposal  to  get  the  B.P.C.  "  Formulary  "  Committee  to  assist  in 
preparing  a  book  which  the  Society  is  to  publish  (p.  4-6). 

There  are  several  interesting  radium  items  this  week.  Lord 
Bayleigh's  son  has  found  the  element  in  the  iron  deposit  of  the 
Bath  waters.  Sir  Oliver  Lodge  lectured  on  the  subject  at 
Birmingham  on  Tuesday,  and  we  give  extracts  from  his  observa- 
tions. Mme.  Curie  has  improved  the  process  for  isolating  radium 
from  uranium-residues  ;  and  M.  Berthelot  cautions  us  not  to 
think  that  science  is  revolutionised  by  the  radium-discoveries 
(p.  49). 


The  Questions  set  for  the  Major  Pharmaceutical  Examination 
in  London  this  month  are  printed  on  p.  48. 

Me.  Cabteighe  has  (in  marked  contrast  to  the  Somerset  House 
matter)  reported  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  what  transpired 
at  the  Board  of  Education's  Conference  (p.  47). 

At  Liverpool,  on  Wednesday,  the  Anglo-American  Pood  Com- 
pany were  fined  57.  and  ten  guineas  costs  for  selling  extract  of 
beef  containing  about  half  its  weight  of  yeast-extract  (p.  58). 

"  Xrayser  "  deals  with  Mr.  Boot's  polemics,  the  medicine- 
stamp  as  a  bend  sinister,  advertising  prizes,  and  the  strained 
relations  between  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  B.P.C, 
(p.  51). 

The  B.P.C.  "Formulary  "  is  threatened  with  extinction,  or 
absorption,  "by  authority"  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  unless  the  members  of  the  B.P.C.  speak  out 
(p.  54). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund  had  a  deficit  of  over 
250/.  last  year,  the  calls  upon  it  being  exceptionally  pressing.  We 
suggest  that  chemists  who  are  not  annual  subscribers  should  try 
to  help  a  little  (p.  54). 

There  is  a  fairly  good  business-tone  in  drugs  and  chemicals 
for  the  first  week  of  the  year,  and  the  changes  outside  of  the 
drug- auctions  include  higher  prices  for  cloves,  lycopodium,  pulv. 
seidlitz,  soda  tart.,  German  saltpetre,  pepper,  and  clove  oil. 
Aniseed  oil  and  camphor  oil  are  firmer  and  cocoa-butter  is  lower 
(p.  65). 


The  Following  Educational  Institutions  are  advertising 
in  this  issue  : 

School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 
Westminster  College  of  Chemistry,  Trinity  Square,  Borough, 
S.E. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Clarendon  Boad,  Leeds. 
Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Liverp  5ol. 
Royal  Dispensary,  21  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh, 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road,  S.E. 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  to  162  Ivennington  Park 
Road,  S.E. 

London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.E. 
Burlington  Correspondence  College,  8  Crescent  Grove,  Clapharrt 
Common,  S.W. 


Exchange  Column— Bargains. 


TERMS. 

~d«  per  word  with  name  and  address.    1  d.  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 
No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 

Limited  to  the  Advertisements  of  Surplus  Stock,  Shop  Fittings,  Apparatus,  Photographic  Goods,  Books  and  Periodicals,  Formula,  Addresses  Wanted 

and  Articles  Wanted. 

DEPOSIT. — The  purchaser  of  anything  advertised  in  the  Exchange  Column  may  remit  the  amount  to  us,  and  we  only  pay  the  money  deposited  on 
advice  from  the  remitter.  We  charge  a  commission  of  6d.  on  any  transaction  of  £3  or  less,  or  Is.  if  above  that  amount,  which  ia 
payable  by  the  purchaser. 

Remittances  payable  to  KIMVABn   BfAI.SE,  and  crossed  MABTHf'S  BAgK.  MMITBO. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

Offers  wanted  for  Diary,  '04  ;  also  "  Diseases  of  Eye"  (Fick).  Hardman, 
Yeadon,  Leeds. 

"  Medical  Directory,'  1903,  good  as  new.  Stickland  &  Co.,  23  Crom- 
well Place,  South  Kensington. 

''  Pharmaceutical    Journal,"    posted    Mondays  ;    what  offers  ? 
Markiiam,  Chemist,  Reigate. 


What  offers?  32  vols.  Pharmaceutical  Journal  (including  4  vols.,  1870- 
1873),  Nos.  1-24,  well  bound ;  12  vols.  "  Handbook  of  Chemistry " 
(by  Gmelin),  3  vols.  "Physiological  Chemistry"  (Lehmann),  3  vols. 
"Geology"  (BischofE),  "Life  and  Works  Cavendish,"  "Chemical 
Reports  and  Memoirs"  (1848),  " Chemical  Method"  (Lament),  "Life 
of  John  Dalton,"  all' published  Cavendish  Society;  British  Journal 
Homoeopathy  (1852-1874);  Homoeopathic  Review  (vols.  4  and  5); 
"Homoeopathy  Popularly  Explained"  (M.  D.  Pope,  1854) ;  Wood's 
"  Homoeopathy  Unmasked  "  ;  "  Homoeopathy  and  the  Homoeopaths  " 
(Bushman);  "Homoeopathy:  its  Tenets  i  nd  Tendencies";  "An 
Investigation  of  Homoeopathy "  (by  Sharp)*  Wm.  Bousfield, 
123  Park  Avenue,  Hull. 
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Exchange  Column — Bargains 


-cont. 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS— cont. 

Hayden's  "  Venereal  Diseases";  new;  cash,  or  exchange  for  few  dental 

forceps.   23a  Windsor  Terrace,  Portobello,  Dublin. 
What  offers  ?    Squire's  "  Companion  "  ('98),  "  Prescription  Reading  " 

(Watson-Will),  Newth's    latest.     "Camphor,"   23  Jeffrey's  Road, 

Clapham,  S.W. 

B.P.,  "Ph.  Formulas,"  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice,"  "  Minor  Ailments," 
"Medicine  Stamp-duty,"  "Art  of  Dispensing,"  "Diseases  and 
Remedies,"  "  Manual  of  Ph.  Testing  " ;  16s.  the  lot ;  all  new  and  clean. 
Address,  A.  Atherton,  139  Skipton  Road,  Harrogate. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

£  lb.  potash  chloroplatinate,  1  lb.  silver  nitrate  (photographic) ;  what 
offers  ?   20/18,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

Several  sets  good-coloured  full-size  lantern-slides ;  Is.  doz. ;  list  sent. 
"  M.,"  25  Bensham  Grove,  Thornton  Heath. 

No.  2  "Cyko"  camera;  cost  3  guineas;  carries  6  J-plates;  good  con- 
dition ;  price  30s.    Geo.  Williams,  11  The  Terrace,  Penzance. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

Xoko  for  the  Hair  ;  what  offers  ?  4s.  Gd.  size,  about  12  doz.  Boutall, 
52  Marchmont  Street,  W.C. 

Daisies. — Several  gross  Is.  l\d. ;  8s.  9d.  doz.,  3  doz.  8s.  Gd.,  gross  £5,  post 
paid,  cash  with  order.    Vine,  Chemist,  Fratton  Road,  Portsmouth. 

12  doz.  Is.  1J<2.,  2  doz.  2s.  Zd.  Orangeine,  @  9s.,  18s.  per  doz. ;  best  con- 
dition; cash  with  order;  carriage  paid;  any  quantity.  Evans, 
Chemist,  Treherbert. 

Overstocked. — 1  4s.  Gd.  Schiffman's  asthma  ;  2  Is.  l\d.  Menuen's  talcum  ; 
2  Is.  brilliant  beige ;  1  2s.  9<l.  Holloway's  pills ;  2  Is.  Savar's  cubeb 
cigarettes;  1  2s.  9d.  Carter's  iron-pills;  1  4s.  Amiral  soap;  1  2s.  9d. 
Norton's  pills;  1  2s.  Juvenia  soap;  1  Is.  Juvenia  cream;  2  Is.  l^d. 
Locock's  wafers ;  1  Is.  lid.  Geraudel's  laxative  ;  2  ,1s.  l$d.  Bray's 
pills ;  5  Is.  l\d.  Tomasso's  female-pills  ;  1  Is.  lid.  Rackham's  liver- 
pills  ;  all  halt  face-value.   Bell,  Stapleford,  Notts. 

SHARES. 

Shares  for  sale.— See  Miscellaneous  column  (p.  61). 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Shop-rounds,  20  doz.,  usual  sizes,  wide  and  narrow,  good  condition, 
£5  10s. ;  bent-glass  counter-case,  6  ft.,  mirror  back,  £4  10s. ;  perfume- 
case,  £1  5s.   "  Chemist,"  33  Colwyn  Road,  Northampton. 

Chemist's  wall-fitting,  10  ft.  9  long,  6  ft.  high,  comprising  well-made  nest 
of  64  drawers,  shelving  over,  enclosing  small  mahogany  show-case 
(glass  back  and  front,  fitted  plate-glass  shelves),  £6  10s.,  bargain ; 
glazed  embossed  mahogany  counter-screen,  fitted  shelves,  12s.  6d. ; 
fireproof  safe,  fitted  drawer,  nearly  new,  £2  19s. ;  clearance.  Price, 
224  Gosvvell  Road,  E.C. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Water-bed  (full  size) ;  corrugated ;  good  as  new ;  £3.  49/3,  Office  of 
this  Paper. 

Tooth-forceps,  15,  and  gum-lancet ;  good  useful  set;  30s.  "Dentist, 
6  St.  Mary  Square,  S.E. 

Maw's  personal  weighing-machine  ;  cost  25s.,  cash  price  15s. ;  in  good 
condition.   Pettinger,  Chemist,  Hampstead,  N.W. 


Circular  air-cushion,  as  Barclay,  fig.  6;  18-in.;  perfect  condition,, 
scarcely  used ;  cheap  for  cash.   Cannon,  Baldock. 

5 -grain  pill-machine,  hardly  used,  to  cut  24  pills;  about  4  lbs.  pot- 
chromate ;  7  lbs.  zinci  acetas ;  what  offers  ?  Kernick,  Bridge  Street, 
Cardiff. 

15-grain  suppository-mould,  used  only  twice,  7s.  Gd. ;  vaginal  spectrum, 
never  used,  plated,  cost  12s.  6d.,  5s.;  chiropodist-case,  complete,, 
cost  25s.,' 15s.,  never  used.  Address,  A.  Atherton,  139  Slipton  Road, 
Harrogate. 

22  pairs  of  dentist's  forceps,  mostly  new,  with  mouth-mirror,  tongue- 
depressor,  &c. ;  2  3s.  tubes  ethyl  chloride  ;  2  Is.  Gd.  ditto ;  the  lotr 
£2  10s. ;  this  is  an  exceptional  cheap  bargain.  Address,  A.  Atherton, 
139  Skipton  Road,  Harrogate. 


WANTED. 

Sponge-case.  Bond  Smith,  Potton. 

2-dram  vials  for  sampling  ;  must  be  cheap.   Saville,  Cheniis's,  York. 

Spinal-carriage,  about  6  ft.  long.  Particulars  to  Clayton,  Chemist, 
Oxford. 

Wall-case  ;  also  complete  fittings  of  chemist's  shop.  49/32,  Office  of 
this  Paper. 

One  or  two  copies  "Scientific  Mysteries,"  Is.  each.  Wells,  Chemist 
Maidstone. 

Good  serviceable  microscope ;  secondhand.  Lowest  price,  L03IE,  Aber- 
dour,  Fife. 

Printing-press  (hand)  and  type,  to  take  not  less  than  14  x  8.  Kitching, 
Oakengates. 

Check-till ;  also  oxygen  pressure-gauge.  Honiatt,  Station  Road, 
Kensal  Rise,  W. 

Fittings  and  outside  lamp  for  shop.  "  J.,"  4  Springfield  Parade,  Wands- 
worth Road,  S.W. 

Old  artificial  teeth  bought  ash  by  return  post.  Dent,  298  Battersea 
Park  Road,  London. 

"  British  Pharmacopoeia  "  and  "  Materia  Medica  " ;  secondhand. 
2  Wood  Street,  Derby. 

Two  bent  counter-cases  (one  or  more  glass  shelves),  3  ft.  6  in.  and  3  ft. 
Inch,  Chemist,  Barnstaple. 

Plated  dental  forceps,  trays,  &c. ;  cheap.  Particulars,  Hooper, 
159  Gooch  Street,  Birmingham. 

Books,  latest  editions,  secondhand,  for  Metropolitan  Minor  course. 
Braggins,  Central  Pharmacy,  Folkestone. 

Martindale's  "Extra  Pharmacopoeia,"  9th  edition;  good  condition- 
State  lowest,  Botham,  Chemist,  Bournemouth. 

Secondhand. — White's  "  Pharmacopedia,"  Lowson's  "  Botany,"  Remsen's 
"  Organic."   Kemp,  8  Bridge  Street,  Westminster. 

Secondhand  Gardner's  mixer  and  a  Roberts's  filling-machine,  must  be- 
in  good  order ;  also  C.  &  D.  Diary  for  1904.   49/33,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Hand  mixing  and  sifting  machine ;  Gardner's  preferred.  State  price, 
condition,  and  capacity,  Tonge,  1a  Ash  Street,  Harporhey,  Man- 
chester. 

British  Pharmacopoeia  (1888),  Wills's  "  Pharmacy  on  B.P.,"  Wills's 
"  Materia  Medica."  State  lowest  price,  condition,  Lipscomb,  Radbourne 
Street,  Derby. 

"Year-book  of  Pharm."  (Proc.  Brit.  Ph.  Conf.),  1864-69,  or  part; 
Ch.  &  Dr.  indexes  to  1875,  1880,  1885 ;  also  Ch.  &  Dr.  (1859-76,  or 
part),  Chem.  Gazette,  Analyst,  Chem.  News,  and  other  journals;  offers, 
17/28,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


Printed  by  Spottiswoodj;  &  Oo.  Ltd.,  New-Street  Square ;  and  Published  at  the  Office,  42  Gannon  Street,  in  the  Oity  of  London.— January  9, 1904. 


